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Japan 


Takeshita on USSR Afghanistan Announcement 
y+ y 7 Tokyo KYODO in English 0204 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita on Tuesday welcomed Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev's announcement that Soviet troops will begin 
a total withdrawal from Afghanistan in May. 


Takeshita, responding to reporters’ questions at the Diet, 
said the Soviet announcement represents a progress 
toward settlement of the regional armed cc _ ict. 


The prime minister said it will help promote dialogue 
between Japan and the Soviet Union. 


Gorbachev, in a statement issued by the official TASS 
news agency on Monday, said the Soviet troops will 
begin a total withdrawal from Aighanistan on May 15 if 
agreement is reached at Geneva peace talks two months 
before that date. 


The xremlin leader also said the withdrawal would be 
completed within 10 months and that the Soviet troops 
could begin the pullout earlier if Afghanistan and Paki- 
stan reached a peace accord before March 15 at the 
United Nations-mediated talks in Geneva. 


Further Reaction to Announcement 
OW091233 Tokyo KYODO in English 1122 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Japan on Tuesday 
reacted favorably to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's 
announcement that Soviet troops will begin a total 
withdrawal from Afghanistan in May. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, responding to report- 
ers’ questions at the Diet, said the Soviet announcement 
represents progress in settling the regional armed con- 
flicts. 


The prime minister said it will also help promote dia- 
logue between Japan and the Soviet Union. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi expects Gorba- 
chev’s announcement to exert a favorable influence on 
the United Nations-mediated negotiations in Geneva 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan. 


Japan supports international ;csolutions calling for the 
immediate and total withdrawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan and has been assisting the indirect negotia- 
tions in Geneva, the government spokesman said. 


Later in the day, a high-level Foreign Ministry official 
said he welcomed Gorbachev's statement, but said it is 
still uncertain whether the indirect talks between 
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Afghanistan and Pakistan scheduled for later this month 
in Geneva will make progress toward the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 


Japanese Government officials have repeatedly said that 
the pullout of the Soviet troops is an important factor in 
determining whether Gorbachev's foreign policy repre- 
sents a significant change in Soviet intentions. 


“We will see such a change only when the Soviets pull 
Out their troops completely,” the official, who requested 
anonymity, said. 


He added that Japan will also assess Gorbachev's policy 
change on the basis of the government formed in Afghan- 
istan after the Soviets withdraw. 


Another senior Foreign Ministry official also said he 
could sense Gorbachev’s growing influence over his 
country’s military establishmeni from his latest 
announcement. 


Gorbachev, in a statement issued by the official TASS 
News Agency on Monday, said Soviet troops will begin a 
total withdrawal from Afghanistan on May 15 if agree- 
ment is reached at the Geneva peace talks two months 
before then. 


The Kremlin leader also said the withdrawal would be 
completed within 10 months and that Soviet troops 
could begin the pullout earlier if Afghanistan and Paki- 
stan reached a peace accord before March 15 at the 
United Nations-mediated talks in Geneva. 


USSR Indicts Detained Fishing Boat Crews 
OW091041 Tokyo KYODO in English 1008 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Tottori, Feb. 9 KYODO—The Soviet Union last 
week indicted the captains and chief fishermen of two 
Japanese fishing boats for allegedly violating its 200-mile 
economic zone, Tottori preiectural government officials 
said Tuesday. 


The two vessels involved were the “No. 5 Shingyo 
Maru” and the “No. 15 Shinwa Maru” with crews of 12 
and 10, respectively. 


Soviet coast guard vesseis took the 121-ton “Shingyo 
Maru” and 74-ton “Shinwa Maru”, both from Sakaimi- 
nato, into custody while they were operating in the Japan 
Sea last month, a report reaching here said. 


The skippers and chief fishermen were indicted in a 
people’s court on charges of violating a Soviet law 
governing fishing on the country’s continental shelves 
February 4, the report said. 


The dates of the court trials of the Japanese are 
unknown. All members of the two crew seem to be in 
good shape, prefectural government officials said. 
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Alaska Senator Murkowski Pays 4-day Visit 


Discusses Plutonium Flights 
— Tokyo KYODO in English 0754G T 
9 Fe 


{Text} Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Science and Technology 
Agency Director General Soichiro Ito on Tuesday reas- 
sured U.S. Senator Frank Murkowski of Alaska that a 
shock-proof container currently being developed will 
make it safe to fly plutonium over his state under a 
proposed bilateral nuclear cooperation agreement. 


The Republican senator, here on a four-day visit to 
Japan, is known as an opponent to the agreement which 
would allow Japan to transport spent nuclear fuel to 
France for reprocessing via Alaska. 


Ito told Murkowski that shock-procf casks are currently 
under development and that Japan will accept U-S. 
safety checks on them when flying plutonium containers 
over U.S. territory. 


Murkowski remained noncommittal, however, saying 
only that he was deeply concerned about the safety of 
transporting plutonium by air. 


Murkowski, a member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, is opposed to the monthly flights of weap- 
ons-grade plutonium which some members of Congress 
say could threaten both the environment and U.S. 
national security. 


The senator is also cosponsor of a bill which calls for 
modifying the agreement. 


Seeks Wider Market Access 
ty yal Tokyo KYODO in English 1257 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Visiting U.S. Senator 
Frank H. Murkowski asked Japanese officials Tuesday to 
give U.S. contractors greater access to the construction 
market in Japan. 


The Republican from Alaska, known for his tough stanve 
on the Japanese construction market issue, expressed 
particular interest in U.S. participation in airport 
projects. 


Murkowski called on the Construction, Transport, and 
International Trade and Industry Ministries. 


He asked Susumu Takahashi, vice minister of construc- 
tion, to find a solution to the construction market issue 
in line with a basic policy—made known by Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita during his visit to Washing- 
ton last month—at intergovernmental talks starting Feb- 
ruary !7, government sources said. 
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Takahashi said Japan wants to thrash out practical 
details at the talks. He noted that Japan’s public works 
projects are awarded to contractors through bidding by 
qualified firms. 


The U.S. demand for participation in Japan’s public 
works is one of the sore spots in bilateral economic 
relations. 


Takahashi asked the senator to have a fair understanding 
of the Japanese construction market, pointing out that 
U.S. firms have received 46 billion yen worth of con- 
struction orders in Japan in the past year. 


The Japanese official also called it regrettable that a bill, 
in effect designed to keep Japanese contractors from the 
U.S. market, has been introduced in the U.S. House by 
Fortney H. Stark, Democrat from California, at a time 
when the two governn ents are going to start talks on 
U.S. access to the Japanese construction market. 


Murkowski conceded the bill is not the best one, saying 
he cannot endorse it. 


At the Transport Ministry, he asked Transport Minister 
Shintaro Ishihara to give U.S. firms greater competitive 
Opportunities in airport construction projects. 


Ishihara merely said he welcomes fair compeiition. 


In a meeting with Makoto Kuroda, deputy minister of 
International Trade and Industry, Murkowski made an 
implied call for increased purchase of Alaskan coal, 
saying tuat the quality of coal produced in Alaska has 
improved through technological development. 


Kuroda said the question of whether to increase Alaskan 
coal imports is a matter for private-level negotiation, 
although he noted Japan relies heavily on Alaskan 
resources. 


Referring to a liquefied natural gas (LNG) project in 
Alaska, the senator suggested study on the transport of 
LNG by icebreaker rather than by pipeline. 


Kuroda replied it is a good idea, but the two did not go 
into specifics on the matter. 


Farm Trade Negotiator To Go to U.S. 
OW090511 Tokyo KYODO in English 0316 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Japan will send a senior 
trade negotiator to the United States soon for talks on 
farm trade disputes, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Minister Takashi Sato said Tuesday. 


He told a news conference after a cabinet session that 
Hidero Maki, director general of the ministry’s Eco- 
nomic Affairs Bureau, will leave for Washington as early 
as Wednesday. 
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Maki’s talks with Deputy U.S. Trade Representative 
Michael Smith will center on a timetable for the eventual 
liberalization of Japanese imports of 10 agricultural 
items and compensation for the continuation for the 
time being of Japanese import curbs on two of the 10 
- ra milk and cream and starches, Sato 
$ai 


Japan and the U.S. agreed to hold consultations on the 
fartn issue following the adoption earlier this month of 
an international trade panel’s rubing against Japan’s 
import curbs on the 10 items. 


The 10 items are evaporated milk and cream, processed 
cheese, starches, prepared beef and pork, fruit juice, fruit 
puree, pineapples, tomato ketchup, glucose and caramel, 
ice cream powder, peanuts and beans other than soy- 
beans. 


The Japanese Government has said it cannot lift its 
import curbs on starches and evaporated milk and cream 
for the time being but is prepared to offer compensation 
instead. 


Sato said Maki will also ask the U.S. to return to the 
negotiating table to discuss a new Japan-U.S. agreement 
on imports of beef and oranges. 


The current bilateral agreement expires March 31, but 
the U.S. is urging the complete lifting of import curbs. 


Takeshita To Visit PRC in Late August 
ty Tokyo KYODO in English 0003 GMT 
Fi 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will visit China between late August and early 
September to mark the 10th anniversary of the 1978 
Japan-China peace and friendship treaty, government 
sources said Tuesday. 


Takeshita gave up his initial plan to visit China in June 
in order to attend the United Nations special session on 
disarmament in New York and the Toronto summit of 
seven advanced industrialized democracies that rm >nth. 


Takeshita will also visit Australia in July to celebra': \ \e 
bicentennial of the country. 


In his China visit, Takeshita hopes to visit Beijing and 
some local cities for about five days, the sources said. 


MITI Urges South African Trade ‘Restraint’ 
yom Tokyo KYODO in English 0253 GMT 
Fi 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—Hajime Tamura, min- 
ister of international trade and industry, indicated Tues- 
day he will ask all related industrial associations to 
exercise self-restraint in trading with South Africa as a 
punitive step against its apartheid policy. 
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Tamura told reporters after a cabinet meeting that Japan 
has become the largest trading nation with South Africa, 
even though this may have stemmed from the yen’s 
sharp appreciation against the U.S. dollar over the past 


two years. 


“But they should not use such a factor as a pretext,” he 
said. 


The Foreign Ministry made a request on similar lines to 
the Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren) 
in late January. Asa result, Keidanren Chairman Eishiro 
Saito Monday urged member firms to impose voluntary 
controls on their trading with South Africa. 


Keidanren To Respect 
OW081425 Tokyo KYODO in English 0850 GMT 
8 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 8 KYODO—The head of a powerful 
business group Monday urged its member firms to 
exercise self-restraint in trade with South Africa after the 
U.S. Congress strongly criticized Japan for becoming 
South Africa’s top trading partner. 


Eishiro Saito, chairman of the Federation of Economic 
Organizations (Keidanren), told a press conference that 
Japanese firms should respect the government's policy of 
restricting trade with South Africa though the ultimate 
decision still rests with individual companies. 


Saito stressed the importance of Japanese firms tailoring 
their trading patterns to the government’s policy of 
opposing South Africa’s racial segregation policy. 


A Keidanren weekly published the same day noted that 
Japan’s customs-cleared trade with South Africa hit 4.28 
billion dollars in 1987 to become South Africa’s top 
trading partner for the second straight year. 


Masaya Miyoshi, Keidanren managing director, said the 
sharp appreciation of the yen is the major reason for 
Japan’s growing trade with South Africa, adding that the 
bilateral trade valued in yen has leveled off. 


Help Asked for Korean Political Prisoners 
ty a Tokyo KYODO in English 1052 GMT 
9 Feb &8 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 9 KYODO—A group of Korean and 
Japanese activists requested Tuesday the Japanese Gov- 
ernment’s intervention in the release of Korean residents 
born in Japan and now being held in South Korea as 
political prisoners. 


Sixteen Japanese and Koreans born in Japan presented 
over 250,000 signatures to Hitoshi Tanaka, chief of the 
Foreign Ministry’s East Asia Division, asking the Japa- 
nese Government to pressure the Seoul government for 
full information on the detention of Korean political 
prisoners as well as for their immediate release. 
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In an hour-long interview, Tanaka called the problem a 
difficult one and promised to do whatever is possible to 
help the detainees. 


“We also told the Foreign Ministry to look into the 
prisoners’ conditions and not to give information to the 
South Korean Government on Korean residents here,” 
said Shigeru Yoshimatsu, secretary general of the Japan 
Korea Friendship and Solidarity Committee. 


There are 45 Japan-born Korean political prisoners in 
South Korea who were jailed when they visited their 
relatives, according to Yoshimatsu. 


Kang Hwa-ok, 66, the wife of one such prisoner detained 
for the past |1 years, called on the group to also work 
against the recent growing resentment towards North 
Koreans living in Japan. 


“After the much publicized South Korean charge of a 
North Korean agent, Kim Hyon-hui, bombing a KAL 
plane, I have suffered immensely listening to North 
_— being called murderers by the Japanese,” she 
said. 


Mongolia 


Sodnom, Dejid at Livestock-Breeding Meeting 
OW090831 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 6 Feb 88 


[Text] The commission on coordination of winter and 
spring livestock breeding work had its sitting in Ulaan- 
baatar and discussed the wintering of animals and the 
work to be done in this field in the near future. 


The meeting was attended by Prime Minister Sodnom 
and party Central Committee Secretary Dejid who deliv- 
ered speeches there. The lambing season, which is an 
important agricultural campaign, will begin soon in the 
countryside. This year, 10.9 million mother animals will 
deliver their young. The immediate task is to supply 
enough feed to all animal farms, and to deliver consumer 
goods and medicaments to livestock breeders. 


Editorial on Party Organization Militancy 
OW090450 Ulaanbaatar Montsame in Russian 
1444 GMT 4 Feb 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 4 Feb (MONTSAME)—During the 
approaching accountability meetings communists must 
make an objective and principled assessment of the state 
of militancy in the party organization. A demanding and 
honest assessment of one’s Own activity is one of the 
conditions for the renovation of the style and methods of 
party work in the spirit of the 19th MPRP Congress. 
{Words indistinct] the open discussion of one’s own 
affairs, [words indistinct] of a collective, establishing a 
healthy atmosphere for a critical analysis of each other’s 
shortcomings with disregard of a position held by a 
person, guarantee the correct assessment of the militancy 
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of party organizations, the vanguard role of communists, 
and the development and implementation of the correct 
policy, a UNEN editorial says. 


UNEN notes that changes in the activity of primary 
party organizations are taking place, and these changes 
show themselves in the development of glasnost, criti- 
cism, and self-criticism, and the political assessment of 
acute problems set by the [words indistinct] of society. 
This increases the party’s influence on the solution of 
economic and social questions by labor collectives. How- 
ever, many party organizations cannot rid themselves of 
conservatism, bureaucratism, conceit, and administra- 
tion by injunction. In some places, discussion of the new 
thinking and the new style do not lead to [words indis- 
tinct] steps. This 's a harmful and formal approach. 


Our principled course toward the effective [words indis- 
tinct] is clear. Economic [words indistinct] of antiquated 
methods of economic management and the improve- 
ment of the final result and quality. In this situation, 
avoiding responsibilities and expecting someone else’s 
instructions, passiveness, and aj»prehension of some- 
thing that might happen [passage indistinct] of forms of 
Organizational anc educational activity [words indis- 
tinct] and rid themselves of conservatism, bureaucrat- 
ism, paper shuffling, formalism, and stereotypes. 


The militancy of party organizations and their prestige 
will not suffer from certain shortcomings and omissions 
in work that have taken place, (?but will gain from the 
fact) that these shortcomings are frankly named and 
efficiently (?corrected). Primary party organizations 
should be the vanguard of [word indistinct] of the 
mobilization of the human factor and the rejuvenation 
of the psychology [word indistinct], UNEN emphasizes. 


Paper Criticizes U.S.-ROK Military Exercise 
OW062356 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1620 GMT 4 Feb 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, February 4.(OANA-MONT- 
SAME)—The upcoming 12th to date “Team Spirit” 
manoeuvres with the participation of U.S. and South 
Korean armed forces are a telling proof of the unwilling- 
ness of Washington and Seoul to renounce their policy of 
arms twisting and confrontation and to contribute to the 
settlement of the explosive situation in the Korean 
peninsula, a signed commentary in the national daily 
““UNEN” says. 


Positive changes taking shape in international affairs 
make it possible to solve pressing problems of the 
Asia-Pacific region in the spirit of new political thinking 
and realistic approach and open up good prospects and 
possibilities for solving the “Korean problem”. The new 
constructive and far-reaching initiatives and practical 
steps of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
aimed at easing tension in that area and at achieving 
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national reconciliation and, subsequently, the peaceful 
reunification of the country, should become a good 
example for U.S. and South Korean ruling circles to 
follow. 


The propaganda show on the so called “peace-making 
aspirations of Seoul’’, which allegedly refuses to hold the 
“Team Spirit” expercises this year, is nothing but a 
political trick seeking to mislead the world public opin- 
ion and break the wave of protest against the hateful 
pro-American dictatorial regime, now engulfing South 
Korea. 


According to U.S. and South Korean army headquarters, 
their joint exercises will take place in March-May of this 
year. The current period of world history demands 
something else, namely that the U.S. and South Korean 
ruling circles put an end to the policy of confrontation 
and provocation against the DPRK and sat at the 
negotiations table in order to facilitate the establishment 
of peace and security in the Korean peninsula and, in 
that way, contribute to overall stability in the Asia- 
Pacific region as a whole, the daily underscores. 


Briefs 


Food Research Institute 


—Ulaanbaatar, 29 Jan—A new food industrial-scientific 
research and designing institute has started functioning 
in the Mongolian capital. The institute, which (?will 
study) the many problems related to food industry 
production, has started the use of biotechnology in the 
Mongolian food industry and the application of waste- 
free or low-waste technology. [Excerpt] /Ulaanbaatar 
International Servic? in English 0905 GMT 29 Jan 88] 


North Korea 


Vienna Meeting Held on Reunification 
SK090433 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 7 Feb 88 


[Text] An enlarged meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the International Liaison Committee [ILC] for the 
Reunification and Peace of Korea was held in Vienna, 
Austria, on 5 and 6 February. 


A streamer reading “The enlarged meeting of the ILC 
Executi' ¢ Committee for the reunification and peace of 
Korea” and the ILC emblem were hung in front of the 
place where the meeting was being held. 


A slogan reading “Let us expand and strengthen inter- 
national solidarity with the Korean people!”’ was also 
hung there. 


The meeting was attended by ILC honorary chairmen 
Roger Dafflon, former mayor of Geneva, Switzerland; 
(Yeoryios Patas), former Greek general; and Guy Dupre, 
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ILC chief secretary; by ILC vice chairmen Stanley Faul- 
kner, American jurist; Juan Jose Leon, chairman of the 
Cuban Committee for the Reunification of Korea; and 
(Makoto Ichikawa), former adviser to the Japan's Sohyo; 
anc by (Andre Jobert), chairman of the French Support 
anc Action Committee for the Independent and Peaceful 
Reunification of Korea; (Robert Pie), member of the 
Briiish House of Commons; (Astri Dahl), secretary of the 
Foreign Relations Committee of the Norwegian Socialist 
Left Party and co-chairman of the Nordic Cooperative 
Committee for Friendship and Solidarity With the 
Korean People; (Wolfgang Kriet), permanent member of 
the West German Committee for Friendship with Korea; 
(Andres Kristensen), co-secretary of the Nordic — ooper- 
ative Committee for Friendship and Solidarity With the 
Korean People and chairman of the Danish-DPRK 
Friendship Association; the representative of Yugoslavia 
and councilor of the Yugoslav Embassy in Austria [name 
not given]; (Otto Kradid Theim), representative of the 
WPC, vice chairman of the WPC, and chairman of the 
Austrian Peace Council; (Jassiana Andrei), vice chair- 
man of the World Student Union; Erwin Scharf, adviser 
to the Central Committee of the Austrian Communist 
Party; the chairman of the Austrian Council for the 
Promotion of the Relations with the DPRK; and person- 
ages of various strata of Austria. 


Herbert Steiner, professor and doctor, and chairman of 
the Austrian Council for the Promotion of the Relations 
With the DPRK, conveyed a congratulatory message 
which Heinz Fischer, vice chairman of the Austrian 
Socialist Party and chairman of the Socialist Party 
Group of the Austrian Federal Assembly, sent to the 
enlarged meeting of the ILC Executive Committee. 


Then he made a congratulatory speech along with Erwin 
Scharf, adviser to the Central Committee of the Austrian 
Communist Party. 


At the meeting, Roger Dafflon, ILC honorary chairman 
and fo..ner mayor of Geneva, Switzerland, made a 
report on the first agenda item “On the recent South 
Korean situation and on the task to further strengthen 
international solidarity with the South Korean people's 
anti-U.S. struggle for independence and their anti-fascist 
struggle for democracy” and Guy Dupre, ILC chief 
secretary, made a report on the second agenda item 
“Summing up of the solidarity campaign cart.ed out in 
the international year for peace of Korea and its reuni- 
fication and the future task.” 


Debates were held at the meeting and a series of docu- 
ments were adopted. 


Guy Dupre Comments on 
SK090505 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0435 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 9 (KCN4}—-Guy Dupre, 
secretary general of the International Liaison Committee 
for the Reunification and Peace of ICorea, called a press 
conference in Vienna on February 5. 
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Iie referred to the progress of the international move- 
ment of solidarity for the Korean people's struggle to 
reunify the country, the issue of co-hosting the Olympic 
games and the recent South Korean situation and imme- 
diate tasks. 


Saying the DPRK’s proposals for national reunification 
are most urgent, he stressed that the South Korean side 
should adopt a constructive attitude toward them. 


Meanwhile, a banquet was given by the mayor of Vienna 
on February 6 upon the successtul holding of an enlarged 
meeting of the committee. 


Speeches were made on the occasion. 


A Vienna city councillor warmly hailed the success of the 
meeting and emphasized that the Austrian people who 
are well aware of the sufferings from national division 
express deep sympathy with the Korean people in their 
effort and struggle for national reunification and sin- 
cerely hope that Korea would be reunified at an early 
date and her people live a happy i.fe. 


Red Cross Confirmation of Letter 
SK090435 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0419 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] yongyang February 9 (KCNA)}—Son Song-pil, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross 
Society of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
sent a telephone message to the South Korean Red Cross 
President Kim Sang-hyop on February 9. 


The message reads: 


On January 14, I, on authorization, requested you to 
correctly hand over to those concerned the January 13 
letter of the joint meeting of the DPRK Central People’s 
Committee, Administration Council, political parties 
and social organisations addressed to the authority, 
political parties, social organisations and personages of 
all standings of your side. 


Over 20 days have passed since then. However, we have 
received no reply from the persons concerned of your 
side. 


Asked to confirm the recepit of the January 13 letter, i 
would like to request you to promptly inform us of it. 


Yi Ku..-mo To Visit India Mid-February 
SK090439 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0431 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 9 (KCNA)—Yi Kun-mo, 
premier of the DPRK Administration Council, will pay 
an official goodwill visit to the Republic of India in 
mid-February at the invitation of its government. 
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Iranian Deputy Premier Arrives 8 February 
SK08 1033 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1024 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 8 (KCNA)—A government 
delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran led by Deputy 
Prime Minister ‘Ali Reza Mo‘ayeri arrived here today on 
a visit to Korea. 


It was met at the airport by Vice-Premier Hong Song- 
nam and Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Pak Ui-chun. 


Ambassador Reza Sayyed-Mohammadi and officials of 
the Iranian Embassy in Korea were prescnt at the air- 
port. 


Meets With Kim Il-song 
SK090641 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0523 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 9 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song today received the visiting gov- 
ernment delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran led by 
Deputy Prime Minister ‘Ali Reza Mo‘ayeri. 


On hand were Vice-Premier Hong Song-nam and Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Pak Ui-chon. 


Iranian Ambassador Reza Sayyed-Mohammadi to Korea 
was present there. 


The head of the delegation handed to president Kim 
Il-song a personal letter and gift of Iranian President 
Seyyed ‘Ali Khamene‘i. 


He expressed thanks for this and had a converz.ation with 
the guests in a warm and friendly atmosphere. 


Holds Talks With Hong Song-nam 
SK090633 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0521 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 9 (KCNA)—Talks between 
the government delegations of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and the Islamic Republic of Iran were 
held in Pyongyarg on February 8. 


Present there on the Korean side were Vice-Premier 
Hong Song-nam, Vice-minister of Foreign Affairs Pak 
Ui-chon and other officials concerned and on the Iranian 
side were members o! the delegation headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister ‘Ali Reza Mo‘ayeri and Iranian Ambas- 
sador to Korea Reza Sayyed-Mohammadi. 


The talks took place in a friendly atmosphere. 
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Attends 
SK0O90525 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0446 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 9 (KCNA)—The Govern- 
ment of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
arranged a banquet for the Iranian Government delega- 
tion Monday evening at the Mansudae Assembly Hall. 


The banquet was addressed by Vice-Premier Hong Song- 
nam and head of the delegation ‘Ali Reza Mo‘ayeri, 
deputy prime minister. 


Hong Song-nam expressed satisfaction with the fact that 
the relations of friendship and cooperation be! ween 
Korea and Iran are developing in the interests of the 
governments and peoples of the two countries and in 
favor of the strengthening of the anti-imperialist struggle 
for independence and of the Non-Aligned Movement 
and in favor of peace and security for the people in the 


Asian region. 


Touching upon the successes registered by the Iranian 
people since the victory of the Islamic Revolution under 
the leadership of his excellency respected Khomeyni, he 
wished them greater success in their struggle to repulse 
the U.S. imperialist aggression and intervention and 
build a new Iran, independent and prosperous. 


‘Ali Reza Mo‘aycri hailed the great achievements made 
by the Korean people under the wise guidance of his 
excellency President Kim Il-song, the great leader. 


Reiterating the support of the government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran for the Korean people's struggle against 
the U.S. imperialists’ heinous aggressive moves, he said: 


We scathingly denounce the U.S. imperialist aggressors’ 
“Team Spirit 88” joint military exercise, branding it as 
an intrigue against the Korean people. 


Manifesting satisfaction with the daily ‘avorable devel- 
opment of the friendly relations between Iran and Korea, 
he hoped for further development of these relaiions. 


That day Vice-Premier Hong Song-nam met and had a 
conversation with the delegation in a friendly atmo- 
sphere, when it paid a courtesy call on him at the 
Mansudae Assembly Hall. 


Syria Denounces Anti-DPRK Moves of U.S. 
SK080443 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0433 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Tex:} Pyongyang February 8 (KCNA)—A spokesman 
for the Syrian regional leadership of the Arab Socialist 
Ba‘th Party issued a statement on February 6 denounc- 
ing the U.S. imperialists’ threatening moves against the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 
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The United States is groundlessly accusing the DPRK of 
complicity in the missing KAL incident, the statement 
noted, and said: 


Such campaign is aimed at establishing its domination 
over the Korean peninsula. 


As in the past, so at pres.nt, Syria stands on the side of 
the people of the DPRK who are fighting against aggres- 
sion and for territorial integrity. 


Japanese Government Criticized for Sanctions 
SK091012 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1006 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo February 7 (KNS-KCNA)—Yuzurv Shi- 
mazaki, secretary general of the special committee of the 
Japan Socialist Party for «ieasures on Korean affairs, in 
his report on its work results at a general meeting of the 
committee held here on February 4, said it was very 
imprudent and unjustifiable that the Japanese govern- 
ment took “sanctions” against the DPRK over the KAL 
incident. He strongly demanded that the Japanese cabi- 
net withdrzw them and redress its policy hostile to the 
DPRK. 


He called for carrying on brisk activities and further 
elevating the functions of the committee in accordance 
with a policy of the movement for 1988 to be adopted at 
the forthcoming party congress. 


In his speech Yoshinori Yasui, chairman of the commit- 
tee and member of the House of Representatives, 
pointed out that a climate of friendship created with 
much effort through the Korea visit of the chairwoman 
of the JSP Central Executive Committee last year is now 
beclouded due to the recent KAL incident. 


Japan Bars Ship From Landing 
OW070627 Tokyo KYODO in English 0517 GMT 
7 Feb 88 


[Text] Niigata, Feb. 7 KYODO—A North Korean ship 
arrived at Niigata port from Yokohama Sunday but its 
crew were barred from landing again in Japan's sanc- 
tions against North Korea over its alleged involvement 
in the loss of a South Korean jetliner last November. 


Two crew members of th 3,573-ton cargo-passenger 
ship, Mangyongbong-ho, applied for permission to land 
to attend a welcoming ceremony, but immigration 
authorities turned down the application. 


About 80 people gathered on a pier at Niigata port to 
welcome the ship and their representatives went aboard 
to present flowers to the crew. 


The ship entered Yokohama port last Mondzy after 
Jaan announced the sanctions against North Korea and 
its crew were barred from landing. 
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The ship will leave Niigata Tuesday for North Korea 
with about 75 Korean residents in Japan aboard visiting 
their homeland. 


Chongnyon Petitions Japan on Sanction Policy 
SK070808 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0800 GMT 7 Feb 


[Text] Pyongyang February 7 (KCNA)—The Central 
Standing Committee of the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan (Chongnyon) on February 5 
presented petitions to the justice minister and the direc- 
ior of the National Police Agency of Japan, strongly 
urging them to correct the undisguised hostile policy 
towards the DPRK and the national discrimination 
against Chongnyon and Koreans in Japan getting worse 
after the KAL incident according to a KNS report from 
Tokyo. 


The petitions said: 


Some time ago, the immigration authorities of Japan 
prohibited the landing of the masters and the crewmen 
of the DPRK ships including ““Mangyongpong” which 
called at a Japanese port. 


This is an act throwing cold water on the friendship 
between the Korean and Japanese peoples, ignoring the 
long-standing usage and an act going against the trend of 
respect for human rights. 


Since the announcement of the “results of investigation” 
by the South Korean puppet clique, raids and threats to 
Chongnyon and provocations and assaults against Kore- 
ans in Japan have become pronounced. They numbered 
nearly 100 cases as of tae end of January. This reminds 
one of the “massacre of Koreans” committed at the time 
of the great earthquake in Kanto. 


The petitions strongly urged the Japarese government 
authorities to correct the hostile policy towards the 
DPRK and the discriminating policy against Koreans in 
Japan and to respect their human rights. 


Daily on Nakasone’s Planned Visit to South 
SK060445 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0428 GMT 6 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 6 (KCNA)—The forthcom- 
ing South Korean trip of former Japanese prime minister 
Nakasone is another challenge to the Korean and Jaja- 
nese peoples desirous of peace and peaceful reunification 
of Korea, says NODONG SINMUN today in a signed 
conimentary. 


The commentary says: 


Nakasone is one of the bosses of Japanese militarism. 
During his office as prime minister of Japan, he partook 
of the Asian and Korean strategies of U.S. imperialism 
more zealously than his predecessors, pu~sued a hostile 
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policy towards the DPRK and a one-sided policy in 
favour of South Korea and zealously backed the traitor 
Chon Tu-hwan in every way and egged him on to 
fascism, split of the nation and war. 


Apparently, during his visit to South Korea, he would 
praise the “feats” performed by the traitor Chon Tu- 
hwan in faithfully pursuing a policy of following Japan 
and broadening the way for the reinvasion of South 
Korea by Japanese militarism in .he past in his meeting 
with Chon Tu-hwan, and would express “joy” at the 
traitor No Tae-u’s “victory” in the puppet “presidential 
elections” and the extension of the military dictatorship 
and promise invariable support of the Japanese rnilita- 
rist forces to it in his meeting with No Tae-u. 


Through such functions, Nakasone intends to allure No 
Tae-u with the bait of Japan’s cooperation with and 
support to South Korea, bind the colonial puppets in the 
yoke of dependence and continue encouraging them in 
the policy of toeing the line of Japan and the anti-DPRK 
moves. 


He is visitixg his lackeys to perpetuate the division of 
Korea and lay hurdles in the way of reunification, acting 
as he did during his office. 


No matter what intrigue he may hatch up with the 
puppets in South Korea, stroking them, it cannot block 
the South Korean people’s struggle to overthrow the 
fascist dictatorship and realize independence, democ- 
racy and reunification. 


yon Denounces KAL Incident ‘Tricks’ 
SK061025 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1013 GMT 6 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo February 4 (KNS-KCNA)—The Central 
Standing Committee of the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan (Chongnyon) held a round- 
table talk in Tokyo on January 30 and exposed the tncks 
of the South Korean puppet clique concerning the KAL 
incident. 


It was attended by some 200 Japanese scholars, labor 
unionists and other personages. 


In his speech, Vice-Chairman Pak Chae-no of the 
Chongnyon Central Standing Committee said the KAL 
incident was a false drama fabricated by the South 
Korean puppet clique in conspiracy with the United 
States to rig up “victory” of the traitor No Tae-u in the 
“presidential election,” and extend the military dictatu- 
rial “government.” 


The Japanese authorities are zealously backing the tricks 
of ‘he South Korean puppet clique, he noted, adding: 
This produced such grave consequences as attempts to 
kill and kidnap Koreans ir Japan, threats and assaults 
against them. Pak Chae-no expressed indignation at the 
Japanese authorities’ connivance 
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In his speech, critic Noboru Nakagawa argued that the 
KAL incident was fabricated by the South Korean side, 
raising questions as to five points including no material 
evidence, awkward course till “confession” and no 
motive on the part of the DPRK. [sentence as received] 


University professor Yasusaburo Hoshino resolutely cri- 
ticised the Japanese government for taking an active part 
in the South Korean puppets’ tricks, not demanding the 
transfer of the man’s dead body and the woman, a due 
right to be claimed under international law. 


USS. Insults of South’s People Denounced 
yyy Pyongyang KCNA in English 0409 GMT 
Fe 


[Text] Pyongyang February 8 (KCNA)—American 
writer Onoko contributed to the entertainment magazine 
ROLLING STONE an article insulting the South Kore- 
ans, a UPI report from Los Angeles said. 


In the article entitled “Friend in Seoul” he said South 
Koreans were like “robots with a dish-shaped face and 
had briquet-black eyes.” 


This high-handed act can be done only by those who are 
obsessed with subjugation, domination, maltreatment 
and exploitation of other nations. It reflects the con- 
tempt of the U.S. imperialist aggressors for the South 
Korean people. 


It is not the first time the Yankees insulted the South 
Koreans. 


Former U.S. Ambassador to Seoul Walker described the 
dissidents and students of South Korea as “innocent 
kids,” former commander of the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sion forces Wickharm called the South Korean people 
“field mice” and incumbent U.S. Ambassador to Seoul 
Lilley called patriotic students “Korean monkeys.” 


Those unpardonable utterances met with protests of the 
South Korean people. 


Far from drawing a lesson, the Yankee writer unhesita- 
tingly insulted the South Koreans in an article. This 
shows that the U.S. imperialist aggressors are greatly 
displeased with the South Korean people’s strong anti- 
American sentiments for independence. 


Such vulgar words will only deepen the antipathy of the 
South Korean people against the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sors. 
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‘Protection’ Moves of South, U.S. Decried 
SK090615 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0503 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 9 (KCNA)—Olympics is not 
for a showdown of military force and no arms buildup is 
needed for the Olympics says NODONG SINMUN 
today. 


In a signed commentary entitled “‘Heinous Military 
Racket on the Plea of Olympics” the daily notes that the 
criminal moves of the U.S. imperialists and the Chon 
Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group to abuse the Olympics for their 
sinister political and military purposes are today render- 
ing confrontation between North and South of Korea 
extremely acute, pushing the situation on the Korean 
peninsula to an unpredictably dangerous phase and 
seriously mocking the noble idea of the Olympic move- 
ment. 


Pointing out that unjustifiable preparations for a war 
against the North are becoming ever more pronounced 
on the pretext of the Olympics, it says: 


Now the South Korean puppets are making haste with a 
plan to organize ‘“ ‘88 Olympic security guards” with 
120,000 troops and more than 117,000 pieces of special 
equipment, including some 10,000 strong “‘task force” 
and more than 60,000 “‘military and police joint security 
guards,” allegedly to cope with possible “emergency” 
with the forthcoming Olympics as an occasion. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors also openly announced 
that their naval and air forces would be largely rein- 
forced on and arcund the Korean peninsula during the 
Olympics. 


They plan to thrust one or two aircraft carriers with 6-10 
escort ships around the coastal waters of South Korea, 
bring their Okinawa-based warplanes to their air force 
bases in Sou.) Korea and mobilize amphibious marine 
combat battalions into South Korea on the occasion of 
the Olympics. 


Now it is hard to see in South Korea even a modicum of 
the noble idea or principle of the Olympiad which is 
publicly recognized as a festival of peace. 


It is foolish of the U.S. imperialists and the Chon-No 
group to loudly advertise as if the Olympics were likely 
to be disturbed by the North, in a bid to justify their 
stepped-up arms buildup, the commentary says, and 
stresses: 


History records how Hitler who abused the Olympics for 
the purpose of aggressive war execution ruined himself. 


If they do not want to follow the same, the U.S. imperi- 
alists and the Chon-No group of traitors should imme- 
diately stop their criminal scheme to use the Olympics 
for their sinister political purposes. 
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U.S. To Increase Military Units at Olympics 
yyy Pyongyang KCNA in English 0423 GMT 
e 


[Text] Pyongyang February 8 (KCNA)—Spokesmen of 
the U.S. Administration announced that it decided to 
largely reinforce and deploy U.S. imperialist aggression 
forces in South Korea and around the Korean peninsula 
during the Olympics, according to a report of South 
—— radio quoting THE NEW YORK TIMES Febru- 
ary 8. 


The U.S. imperialists engrossed in the war provocation 
manoeuvres against the North, clamouring about “pre- 
vention of provocation” like a thief crying “stop thief”, 
have reportedly decided to move 1-2 aircraft carriers 
with 6-10 escort ships in the waters around the Korean 
peninsula and, at the same time, dispatch the Okinawa- 
based U.S. air planes to South Korea and mobilize 
amphibious Marines during the Olympics. 


They also decided to intensify reconnaissance flights 
against the northern half of the republic, says the paper. 


The U.S. imperialists had such mass-circulated newspa- 
per as THE NEW YORK TIMES carry this announce- 
ment. This fact tells what a reckless stage their military 
threat and blackmail against the DPRK have reached. 


If they eventually ignite a war of aggression against the 
Korean people, leading the situation to the brink of war 
in disregard of our repeated warnings, they will be 
—_— to escape an annihilating blow and to go home 
alive. 


Formation of ‘Olympic Guard’ Criticized 
SK06 1034 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1025 Gmt 6 Feb 88 


(“Criminal Moves Abusing the Olympics”—KCNA 
headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang February 6 (KCNA)—The Chon Tu- 
hwan-No Tae-u group decided to organize on April | a 
“1988 Olympic guard” with 120,000-strong puppet 
troops and police and 117,000 pieces of special instru- 
ments, according to a report from South Korea. 


The forces and equipment treble those at the time of the 
Asian Games. 


This shows that the South Korean puppet clique, at the 
instigation of U.S. imperialism, intends to step up war 
preparations and intensify the suppression of people 
calling for independence, democracy and reunification 
under the pretext of the Olympics. 


The U.S. imperialists and their stooges have stepped up 
war preparations in a planned way under the pretext of 
the Olympic games since having South Korea designated 
as the venue of the games. 
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They said they had introduced from the United States, 
Japan and other countries such lethal facilities as special 
gas rifle capable of penetrating into cement walls, “Sten- 
tan” rifle capable of shocking people with light and 
roaring sound, rope launcher, hi-fi [as received] sniping 
gun and bullet-proof vehicle for the Olympics. This is 
one more proof of their criminal moves. 


The Olympics is neither a showcase of new-type weapons 
nor a battle field. those things are not for the safety of 
Olympic players or tourists. 


The criminal moves of the U.S. imperialists and the 
puppets to abuse the Olympics for war preparations and 
extension of the dictatorship will meet with condemna- 
tion of the Korean and other peaceloving peoples the 
world over and precipitate their own destruction. 


Commentator on Action 
SK061220 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Commentary by station commentator Yi Chu-kyong: 
“Is This Sports Games or Repressive Games?”’] 


[Text] The South Korean puppets are attempting to pitch 
an enormous camp for repression on the pretext of 
Olympic security. 


According to a South Korean newspaper, the puppets are 
going to formally organize the 1988 Olympic Guard 
Corps active from 1 April. Approximately 120,000 
troops from the puppet army and police and about 
117,000 pieces of special equipment will be assigned to 
this corps. 


These figures alone show that the number of troops and 
equipment to be mobilized this time is 3 times more than 
what was mobilized during the 1986 Asian Games. In 
addition, the puppet Defense Ministry organized the 
Olympic Support Command and assigned additional 
troops, equipment, and materials of the puppet army to 
this command. It is learned that the remaining police 
troops will also be mobilized during the period of the 
Olympics. 


As Menetrey, commander of the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sor forces in South Korea, openly remarked on 3 Febru- 
ary, the U.S. imperialist aggressor forces’ Navy and Air 
Force will be reinforced and deployed around the 
Korean peninsula on the occasion of the Olympics. 


The Asian Games, held in the autumn of 1986, were 
known to be repressive sports games, the likes of which 
have not been seen in the history of international sports 
games. Thus, people still remember foreign news com- 
mentaries that the games were a commotion that was 
held in a state of martial law unfit for a sports festival 
and that they were held as if immediately after a military 
coup. 
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However, this year’s Olympic games will be held in a 
terrorism-ridden atmosphere many times more blood- 
thirsty and horrible than then. Even according to what 
the puppets announced, electronic-detection wire entan- 
glements will be irstalled in three thicknesses around the 
champions village and the reporters village during the 
Olympic games; and the champions and even the offi- 
Cials, not to mention visitors to the champions village, 
will have to pass through the three-step inspection pro- 
cess each time. 


All the champions, officials, and other participants in the 
Olympics will be watched behind the scenes as soon as 
they arrive at the airport; and all spectators within the 
gymnasium will also be watched, thus restricting their 
freedom to move. 


Therefore, it is apparent that all playgrounds, gymnasi- 
ums, and quarters will become like an isolation camp. 
Under such a bloodthirsty threat by guns and bayonets, 
how can the games be held smoothly and how can the 
spectators watch the games freely? 


It is no accident that people ridicule the Olympics, which 
the puppets are going to hold by means of force in South 
Korea, as the Olympics of guns and bayonets. The 
maneuvers of the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u ring to hold 
the Olympics through unprecedentedly repressive games 
by covering the entire land of South Korea with guns and 
bayonets are basically contrary to the ideals of the 
Olympics, which assume friendship and peace as their 
goal, and are a criminal act which disgraces and insults 
the Olympic games, which shouid be sacred. 


The puppets are attempting to place an unprecedentedly 
bloodthirsty cordon by drastically reinforcing and reor- 
ganizing the repressive forces on the pretext of the 
Olympics. They described this as aimed at blocking 
someone else’s disturbance maneuvers. This is indeed a 
preposterous sophism. 


We have made and are making every sincere effort to 
realize the cohosting of the Olympics. How can the 
puppets’ malicious faultfinding against us convince the 
people? The question is that those who are not in the 
position of hosting the Olympics are going to hold them 
to pursue impure political aims by adhering to such 
unreasonable and far-fetched means. 


The No Tae-u clique, rejected and cursed by the South 
Korean people for betraying the people who called for 
ending the military rule and establishing a civilian gov- 
ernment, is filled with trepidation in the face of the 
people’s resistance spirit, which will explode as a mass 
resistance struggle at any moment. 


The Japanese NHK broadcast also reported that if the 
complaints that have accumulated in South Korean 
society, the voices denouncing the presidential election 
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fraud, and the resistance to the result of the parliamen- 
tary elections are combined, the student movement 
would be aggravated again in South Korea and, 
prompted by this, political change would take place. 


Under these circumstances, the puppets are attempting 
to increase their popularity and to provide favorable 
international circumstances to the two-Koreas plot by 
holding the Olympics at any cost by mobilizing all the 
repressive forces while mercilessly suppressing the anti- 
U.S. and antifascist advance of the people, youths, and 
students, thus scheming to realize the extension of the 
ilitary fascist dictatorship without a big problem. This 
.. the very true intention of the No Tae-u clique. 


However, attempting to increase their popularity by 
holding the international sports games as sports of sup- 
pression and murderous games is itself ridiculous, and 
scheming to find a way for survival in repression is also 
foolish. The puppets’ scheme to use the international 
sports games for impure political aims cannot avoid due 
denunciation of the people at home and abroad. 


Daily on South’s Chemical War Preparations 
yd Pyongyang KCNA in English 1003 GMT 
8 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 8 (KCNA)}—NODONG 
SINMUN today comments on the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u group’s preparations for a criminal chemical war- 
fare. 


Recalling that this group recently held a “round-the- 
table meeting” at a unit of the puppet army, the author 
of the commentary says: 


At the meeting, the puppets hammered away at a pop- 
pycock that a chemical warfare was becoming a world 
trend and advertised about the “superiority” of their 
chemical equipment. 


This shows once again that the puppets are the heinous 
enemy of the nation who, in league with the U.S. 
imperialist aggressors, scheme to impose a nuclear holo- 
caust and venomous gas scourge upon the fellow coun- 


trymen. 


Today the world’s peace-loving people are strongly 
demanding the complete abolition of chemical weapons 
along with nuclear weapons. It is because of this strong 
opposition that the imperialists dare not announce their 
preparations for chemical and bacteriological warfare 
although they are stepping up preparations for them. 


The puppets, however, cried about the “superiority” of 
their chemical warfare equipment, talking that the chem- 
ical warfare is a world trend. This tells to what extent 
their war hysteria has reached. 
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We are watching with vigilance the vicious criminal 
moves of the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group to provoke 
a brutal nuclear war and chemical war, ignoring our 


repeated peace proposals. 
South Korea 


Kim Tae-chung Will Resign To Help Opposition 
SK090205 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Feb 88 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung, president of the Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD], yesterday said he would cooper- 
ate with Kim Yong-sam should his resignation from the 
Reunification Democratic Party presidency serve the 
cause of opposition unity. 


“As I have said earlier, I will also step down from party 
leadership if the PPD, the RDP and dissidents are 
integrated,” Kim Tae-chung said. 


The PPD president said he is sympathetic with Kim 
Yong-sam whose resignation he said he would like to 
accept as his good will. 


The PPD welcomes Kim Yong-sam’s resignation, party 
spokesma:1 An Tong-son said. 


An said his party has promoted the integration of the 
PPD, the RDP and dissidents. 


PPD president Kim Tae-chung has shown his willingness 
to resign from the party leadership for the sake of the 
Opposition’s unity, An recalled. 


“In this context, we welcome RDP president Kim yong- 
sam’s announcement today,” he said. 


The PPD, he said, will try to confirm what Kim Yong- 
sam really meant to say when he announced he will 
resig’.. 


The sp»kesman said the RDP should adopt the election 
of one lawmaker from each electoral district as its policy. 


In the meantime, six independent lawmakers who have 
promoted the unity of the opposition said they expect 
Kim’s resignation will provide an opportunity to realize 
their cause. 


The RDP, the PPD and dissidents, they said, should be 
integrated. 
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Kim Yong-sam Interviewed on Resignation 
SK090340 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Video interview with Kim Yong-sam in his home in 
Seoul by KBS anchorman Pak Song-pom in the televi- 
sion studio—live] 


[Text] [Pak] It seems that RDP President Kim Yong- 
sam’s resignation will have a great effect on the overall 
political situation on the threshold of the upcoming 
general elections, including the ongoing negotiations on 
the National Assembly Law, let alone on reunification of 
the opposition camp. Accordingly, many different opin- 
ions have emerged in connection with the true meaning 
of his resignation. Let me connect President Kim Yong- 
sam at his house in Sangdo-dong, Seoul. How are you, 
Mr Kim Yong-sam? Some people have the opinion that 
that your resignation is more or less belated. However, 
anyway, why have you decided to offer your resignation 
at this time? [Kim] People can hold many different views 
with regard to my resignation. As far as I estimate, now 
is the most pertinent time for my resignation. In making 
a decision, timing is most important, I think. So, I have 
judged now to be the most appropriate time for my 
resignation. [Pak] At the news conference today, you 
said that the possibility of opposition integration is 
gloomy. What is the reason for this? [Kim] The problem 
is that it is not so easy for a man to renounce what he has 
believed. Anyway, I am sure opposition integration can 
be achieved without fail if people are determined to 
sacrifice themselves. Our people’s absolute desire is 
precisely reunification of the opposition forces. We 
failed to achieve a revolution through elections in the 
presidential election. For this, I once again apologize to 
the people. I firmly believe that if our opposition camp 
achieves integration, reunification, it will surely become 
a main, first order political party, a checking force, 
which can achieve democracy and protect our people’s 
freedom and human rights. [Pak] You said that you will 
not renounce the hope for integration of the opposition 
camp. Does this mean that the opposition camp should 
be integrated around the RDP? [Kim] Of course, in light 
of the results of the presidential election and in light of 
the fact that the RDP is the main opposition party I have 
held that the opposition camp should be integrated 
around the RDP. However announcing my resignation 
from the post of president today, I emphasized that there 
i$ no precondition in integrating the opposition camp 
and that if all politicians transcend their partisan inter- 
ests and personal ambitions, integrating the opposition 
camp will be possible. I firmly believe that integration of 
the opposition camp will be achieved without fail if 
politicians transcend their partisan interests and per- 
sonal ambitions. United, we will survive and divided, we 
will die. Our opposition parties should not become small 
political parties. If they are integrated into one, I firmly 
believe, they can become a powerful main political party 
that is capable of checking this government. Integrating 
the opposition camp will create an important occasion to 
give hope and courage to our people. [Pak] No one 
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knows the true meaning of your resignation other than 
yourself. However, some observers hold that your resig- 
nation is a sort of strategic retreat in a bid to assume 
again the post of president of a reunified opposition 
party, if realized. [Kim] Such an occurrence would be 
inconceivable. How can a man who has stepped down 
from an office assume it again so soon? Truth should be 
accepted as truth. [Pak] The ruling party expresses the 
worries that your resignation may create a setback in the 
ongoing ruling-opposition negotiations on the National 
Assembly Election Law. Please, comment on this. [Kim] 
I have held that the ruling and opposition parties should 
settle the issue on the National Assembly Election Law 
through negotiations. I think that the negotiations 
should bear a smooth conclusion in the current session of 
the Assembly. I sincerely hope that the opposition camp 
will achieve its integration at the earliest possible date so 
that a reunified opposition party can conduct negotia- 
tions with the ruling party on the election law. [Pak] Let 
me ask one more question. Do you have anything to say 
to Mr Kim Tae-chung? [Kim] I have nothing to say to 
any individual person. I am sorry about that. [Pak] 
Thank you very much. 


Holds News Conference 
SK090147 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Feb 88 p 2 


[Kim Yong-sam press conference following resignation 
from RDP presidency; date and place not given] 


[Text] Question: What made you resign all of a sudden 
from party presidency? Answer: It is the desire of all 
people to see the split opposition get reunited and win 
the general election. 


We have failed to put an end to military rule by losing 
the presidential election. 


But when opposition politicians are united, they will 
become a majority party. 


I did not consult with anyone on my resignation, not 
even with party officials whom I met last night (Sunday 
night), because I thought it would make it impossible to 
carry Out my decision. 


The decision was made a long time ago. 

Q: What do you think of party leadership? 

A: As I have become an ordinary party member, I will do 
my best as such. It is not appropriate for me to get 
involved in party leadership and other party affairs. 

Q: Do you think it will be possible to change the party 
policy of electing two to four lawmakers from a constit- 
uency should the opposition be united? 

A: It is my hope that the united opposition will produce 
a single proposal for the election of lawmakers. 


I am confident that the opposition will become a major- 
ity party if it is united. 
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If we are united, we will survive, but if we are split, we 
will fall. An opposition split will benefit the Democratic 
Justice Party only. 


I hope the people will give their predominant support to 
the opposition to make it a majority party and restrain 
the DJP in pursuit of perpetual rule. 


Q: Do you think it possible for the Reunification Dem- 
ocratic Party to adopt the election of one lawmaker in 
each constituency as its policy? 


A: I'd rather not say this or that. But it would be natural 


for rival parties to have new negotiations should the 
Opposition be united. 


Q: Would you please clarify your view of party leader- 
ship again? 

A: I hope all party leaders will consult for a decision on 
it. 

Q: Do you have any proposal to Kim Tae-chung, presi- 
dent of the Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD]? 


A: I would not like to say this or that to a particular 
person. 


Q: Doesn’t your resignation run counter to the wishes of 
the delegates who elected you party president a month 
ago? 

A: I am sorry I could not consult with them. 

Q: Will you run in the general election? 


A: I have not thought about it yet. I have no other idea 
than that of helping the opposition win the election. 


Democracy will be strangulated if the opposition fails to 
unite before the general election. 


That’s why I decided to sacrifice myself. I will become a 
seed. 


Q: How do you think negotiations on rewriting the 
election law will proceed? 


A: Should the opposition unite, it will become a majority 
party one way or the other. 


[Seoul THE KOREA TIMES on 9 February on page 9 
carries a similar article and here adds: 


{Q: Why have you come to make the decision at this 
time? Have you considered the fact that the Party for 
Peace and Democracy accepted the dissident figures? 


[A: Difficult decisions come at the most difficult times. I 
thought that it was difficult to realize opposition inte- 
gration (with the PPD) as it accepted the dissident 
forces, sharing equal power with them in the PPD.] 


Q: If you should meet with Kim Tae-chung for the 
reunification of the opposition, what will you do? 


A: I will do anything I can. There is nothing I cannot do 
at this moment. 
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Action Seen as ‘Desparate Move’ 
SK090149 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Feb 88 p 2 


[By staff reporter Sin Hak-nim] 


{[Text] Kim Yong-sam’s abrupt resignation from the 
RDP leadership is designed to promote the opposition 
integration in the face of parliamentary elections but it is 
also seen as a desperate move to hold the key in the 
Opposition movement. 


Kim Yong-sam appealed to other opposition parties, 
including Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy [PPD], to join hands for opposition integration 
“without any preconditions.” 


Kim’s remarks suggested that he is not against a party- 
to-party merger with the rival opposition party, calling 
only for PPD members to return to the RDP individu- 
ally. 


A senior aide to Kim Yong-sam commented, “Kim 
Yong-sam has cleared off one of the two obstacles to the 
Opposition integration by resigning himself from the 
party leadership first. The other one is Kim Tae-chung.” 


According to another aide to Kim Yong-sam, he had 
expressed his intention to quit the leadership late last 
month but shelved his plan in the face of strong objec- 
tion from close aides and senior party members. 


Following the opposition’s defeat in the presidential 
election, the two presidential candidates have come 
under growing pressure to step down from active lead- 
ership. 


Backed by the mounting sentiments against the two 
Kims, mushrooming opposition groups called for the 
resignation of the two opposition leaders to pave the way 
for opposition integration. 


On the other hand, the various opposition groups are 
moving to form their own parties in preparation for the 
general elections. 


Under such a situation, the RDP’s efforts to assembly 
Oppositionists under its banner turned out almost futile. 
Just three lawmakers of the PPD joined the party recent- 


ly. 


The PPD, meanwhile, accepted 100 dissident figures 
from a variety of social sectors to reform the party power 
structure, ensuring the new entrants a 50-50 sharing of 
power. 


Aides to Kim Yong-sam foresaw that Kim’s resignation 
is certain to bring about repercussions from the PPD, 
particularly those incumbent lawmakers who differ in 
their political color with some progressives in the new 
entrants. 
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Kim Tae-chung may come under renewed pressure to 
take similar action. He has already declared his intention 
to withdraw from active leadership but few believe that 
he will translate the offer to action. 


If he fails to resign for fear that the new entrants take 
over the party leadership, a considerable number of 
senior PPD members may break away with the PPD to 
return to the RDP, RDP members observed. 


The RDP members also expected those maverick junior 
lawmakers moving to form their own party in an alliance 
with a group of young dissident groups will enter the 
RDP. 


Six lawmakers led by Pak Chan-chong huddled together 
yesterday to discuss their future political course of 
action. They decided to suspend their move to form a 
new party “for the time being.” 


DJP Hopes Election Negatiations Not Affected 
SK090247 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party yesterday 
said it hopes the resignation by Kim Yong-sam from the 
Reunification Democratic Party will not adversely affect 
DJP-RDP negotiations on rewriting the parliamentary 
election law. 


DJP spokesman Yu Kyong-hyon said his party should 
study the implications of Kim’s resignation before mak- 
ing further comments. 


He also expressed the hope that it will not have a 
negative impact on the operation of a special National 
Assembly session beginning tomorrow. 


PPD ‘Welcomes’ Kim Yong-sam Resignation 
SK090236 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] The Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] wel- 
comed Kim Yong-sam’s decision to resign as the RDP 
president. 


PPD president Kim Tae-chung expressed sympathy for 
his political rival Kim Yong-sam, who he said must have 
been under deep agony since the presidential election. 


However, Kim made it clear that he would not follow 
suit immediately and said the PPD will come to the 
general elections under his leadership. 


Party spokesman An Tong-son said his party “welcomes 
Kim Yong-sam’s decision if it is intended to promote the 
integration of the divided opposition.” 
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The spokesman recalled the fact that Kim Tae-chung had 
already showed his intention to withdraw from active 
Opposition leadership if “grand unity” is realized by the 
PPD, the RDP and the dissident group. 


The spokesman added, “We are yet to determine the true 
meaning of the sudden decision. We demand that the 
RDP show sincerity toward an opposition reunification 
by cancelling its proposal for the medium-size electoral 
constituency system and agreeing to the one-lawmaker 
small constituency system fowarded by the PPD,” he 
said. 


The announcement was made yesterday after Kim Tae- 
chung held a 90-minute unscheduled strategy meeting 
with his top deputies. 


Senior PPD officials expressed the opinion that Kim 
Yong-sam’s resignation is intended to press Kim Tae- 
chung to follow suit. 


Some even said that Kim Yong-sam’s action is a scheme 
to get the medium-size electoral constituency system 
passed through the National Assembly in collusion with 
the ruling Democratic Justice Party. 


Other PPD members said the announcement is likely to 
boost the popularity of Kim Yong-sam. 


The rival oppositionist in the PPD did not accept the 
relinquishment at its face value. They discounted it as 
just as one of the series of surprise moves Kim has taken 
since the Dec. 16 presidential election to extend his 
political life. 


They recalled that the RDP held a national convention 
to retain Kim as the RDP president. Later Kim met 
president-elect No Tae-u. 


Then the RDP sud nly nullified its previous decision to 
adopt the one-lawmaker small constituency system and 
decided to adopt the medium-size electoral constituency 
system, they pointed out. 


RDP president Kim Yong-sam opened fire, criticizing 
the political line of the RDP when the latter decided to 
share power with 99 new dissident recruits. Last week 
oy aes later decided to hold off from attacking 
the b 


During the past two months, Kim Yong-sam has made 
several unexpected announcements and decisions and, 
therefore, time is needed to examine Monday's blitz 
announcement by him, spokesman An said. 
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Pushes Ahead With Unity Plan 
SK090405 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0300 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] On 9 February the Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy [PPD] held a joint meeting of post-holders and 
advisers. They agreed that RDP President Kim Yong- 
sam’s resignation served as an occasion for the unity of 
the opposition camp, and decided to push ahead with the 
merger of the opposition parties in a full-dress manner. 


To this end, the PPD decided to expand and reorganize 
the committee for negotiations over the unity of the 
Opposition camp, launch a new committee to push ahead 
with the merger of the opposition parties by including 
newly initiated off-stage figures, and discuss with the 
RDP side a way for unity through this committee. 


At the meeting, the participants reaffirmed the principle 
of grand unity among off-stage forces, the RDP, and the 
PPD, which the PPD had demanded, and decided to 
urge the RDP side to readopt the one lawmaker per 
constituency election system, changing its policy for the 
merger of the opposition camp. 


At the meeting, participants strongly expressed the view 
that President Kim Tae-chung should meet directly with 
Mr Kim Yong-sam to untie the knot concerning the 
merger of the opposition camp, but they decided to leave 
this matter of a meeting between the two Kims to 
President Kim Tae-chung due to the objection of some 
participants. 


Hope for Unified Opposition 
SK090227 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Feb 88 p 2 


(“News Analysis” column by staff reporter Yu Kon-ha: 
““Kim’s Stepdown May Spur Merger of Opposition Forc- 
es”) 


[Text] Kim Yong-sam’s resignation as president of the 
Reunification Democratic Party is expected to gravely 
affect the opposition circle, the Coming general elections 
and even the political order of the Sixth Republic. 


It is still too early to try to measure the possible effects of 
his sudden decision upon future politics, but there is no 
question that it will stimulate efforts to reunify the 
shattered opposition before the general elections. 


Kim himself cited the reintegration of the opposition as 
the main reason for his resignation. He has felt that if the 
opposition faces the coming elections divided, it would 
stand to suffer a humiliating defeat again. 


But the possibility of the opposition being reunited has 
visibly decreased following the admission into the Party 
for Peace and Democracy of some 100 dissident figures 
and announcements by some extraparliamentary oppo- 
sition groups to form their own parties. 
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By stepping down from the RDP presidency, Kim has 
Clearly rekindled the possibility. Various opposition 
forces which almost gave up hope for a reintegration are 
expected to resume efforts to bring the opposition 
behind a common front. 


It is, of course, difficult to expect rapid progress to be 

made in the movement to reunify the opposition as there 

is doubt that Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and 

Democracy, which has completed realignment by admit- 

yo the dissident group, would take Kim’s resignation at 
ace value. 


Nevertheless, Kim’s move will act as a powerful stimu- 
lant for integration efforts. He provided a great cause for 
promoters of integration by suggesting the possibility of 
a merger between his RDP and the PPD. 


Kim changed his stance from the previous “integration 
with the RDP at its center” to one without any strings 
attached. 


While providing momentum for opposition reunifica- 
tion, Kim’s resignation is also expected to affect the 
political future of his archrival Kim Tae-chung. 


Since the opposition defeat in the presidential election 
last December, the two Kims have been under public 
pressure to retreat from the political forefront. In fact, 
Kim Tae-chung has been feeling the pressure more 
acutely than Kim Yong-sam. 


Now that Kim Yong-sam has retired to a back seat, it is 
questionable if Kim Tae-chung can alone continue to 
remain as leader of the PPD. 


Most opposition figures are expected to call on Kim 
Tae-chung to make a decision corresponding to that of 
Kim Yong-sam and more importantly, the sentiments of 
the general public will be formed in the same direction. 


How Kim Tae-chung will respond to such pressure 
remains to be seen but the general view is that he will 
face difficulty wielding virtually total power as president 
of the PPD. 


Kim Yong-sam’s resignation will also dampen the move- 
ment among some opposition forces to form new parties. 
By declaring retirement, he has deprived them of the 
main cause for launching new opposition parties. 


In fact, various dissident groups have been promoting 
new parties in despair and frustration over the opposi- 
tion defeat in the presidential election. But these parties, 
when created, are more likely to deepen division among 
the opposition than reuniting ii. 


Kim probably has intended to divert the efforts of these 
groups from forming new parties to promoting reunifi- 
cation of the opposition. 
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The wave of effect of Kim Yong-sam’s resignation is also 
likely to spread to the ongoing negotiations on the 
revision of the parliamentary election law. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party expressed surprise 
at the RDP president’s action and decided to discuss 
possible changes in its strategy for the general elections 
after watching new developments in the opposition cir- 
cle. 


DJP chairman Chae Mun-sik refused to elaborate on the 
political implications of Kim’s resignation, saying that it 
is not time to talk about the political influence of his 
action. 


But secretary-general Sim Myong-po expressed concern 
that his resignation would cause delay in settling the 
negotiations on a revision to the election law. 


Given the fact that the ruling party’s general election 
strategy was prepared on the premise of a divided 
opposition, it can be foreseen that the DJP will face a 
possibility to revise it if Kim Tae-chung follows the same 
path as Kim Yong-sam took, thus helping reunite the 


opposition. 


Kim Yong-sam expressed confidence that the opposition 
will win in the general elections regardless of the election 
format, if only the opposition is unified. 


Even if the opposition fails to form a single front in the 
elections, there appears to be nothing that the RDP will 
lose because of its president’s resignation. 


By retiring from the forefront, Kim Yong-sam has 
accepted his share of responsibility for the opposition 
defeat in the presidential election. And this was what the 
public expected him to do. 


After Kim’s retirement, public feeling is expected to 
improve at least toward the RDP and its president. If 
Kim Tae-chung follows suit, it will boost public popu- 
larity of the opposition which appears to be at its lowest. 


An integrated opposition will pose a serious threat to the 
ruling party, compelling it to reconsider its tactics in 
steering politics. 


The opposition, when reunified, may demand a com- 
plete single-member format for the coming general elec- 
tions, refusing the ruling party’s scheme of electing one 
to four candidates from each constituency. 


In addition to such far-reaching effects, Kim’s resigna- 
tion is likely to affect his own political fate. He has been 
one of the central figures in domestic politics since 1969 
when he took a leadership role among politicians in their 
40s. 
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His retirement at least means the dismantlement of the 
RDP power structure established in the wake of the Jan. 
5 national convention at which he regained confidence. 


Without him, the RDP will be managed temporarily 
under the leadership of vice president Kim Myong-yun, 
one of his close aides. But there is a possibility that a 
power struggle will erupt between his followers and 
non-mainstreamers led by Kim Sang-hyon, Yi Ki-taek 
and Kim Su-hwan. 


Personally, it is the fourth time that kim has left the post 
of presidency of an opposition party. He may still dream 
of refurring to the post some day after the general 
elections, bui most political observers view that he has 
crossed the bridge of no return. 


Even so, he may be able to control the party behind the 
scenes as he holds the strings of the party purse. 


Opposition Seeks Unity 
SK091037 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0952 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Seoul, Feb. 9 (YONHAP)—Sparked by opposi- 
tion leader Kim Yong-sam’s surprise resignation as pres- 
ident of the Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), the 
efforts of South Korea’s fractured political opposition to 
put itself back together are taking shape amid support 
from splinter groups and independent dissidents. 


Kim’s announcement on Monday of his resignation 
calling for a united opposition has triggered the RDP and 
its Opposition rival, the Party for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD), to set up a series of unscheduled meetings. 


Leaders of the two major opposition parties are moving 
to reorganize their own task forces for a more active and 
positive approach to the dialogue between the two par- 
ties as well as with other opposition groups to bring 
themselves under a single banner, which many opposi- 
tion supporters insist is essential if the opposition is to 
fare well in the upcoming parliamentary elections and 
avoid making the same mistake it made in the presiden- 
tial election last year. 


A splinter group of opposition lawmakers who broke 
away from the two parties has also suspended their 
efforts to set up a new party as a coalition with indepen- 
dent dissidents, while a group of leading dissidents has 
issued a statement praising Kim’s decision and calling 
for a top-level meeting of all opposition parties. 


However, prospects for a renewed push for unity are not 
too favorable as the RDP sees unity of the opposition 
forces as coming before the resolution of political differ- 
ences while the PPD calls for resolving differences first. 
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With the outlook for a unified opposition growing dim- 
mer until Kim’s resignation, the RDP had called for a 
two-to-four member National Assembly constituency for 
the proposed amendment to the parliamentary election 
law while the PPD has held fast to a one-lawmaker 
constituency system. 


In addition, the RDP wants the unity to be realized with 
the resignation of Kim Tae-chung, president of the PPD 
and Kim Yong-sam’s long-time political rival, while the 
PPD favors a party-to-party merger. 


Moreover, the splinter groups which suspended their 
efforts to organize a new party are considering joining 
the RDP, individually or in groups, if the unity talks 
between the two major opposition parties fail. 


Some of the PPD lawmakers from provinces other than 
the Cholla region, the political stronghold of Kim Tae- 
chung, are demanding that Kim step down for the 
merger to take place. It was learned that the lawmakers 
are considering taking action unless their demand is met. 


Defense Minister on ‘Revised Service Systems’ 
SK070040 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
7 Feb 88 p I 


[Text] Minister of Defense Chong Ho-yong said yester- 
day that the ministry has started to implement revised 
service systems and personnel administration for the 
Homeland Reserve and Defense Forces. 


Briefing President-elect No Tae-u on major defense 
policy for 1988 yesterday morning at No’s office in 
Samchung-dong, the minister said that the defense min- 
istry will promote policy directed to further improving 
the life of all military servicemen on active duty. 


Touching on military personnel management, the top 
defense chief reported to the president-elect that efforts 
will be made in the direction of training and securing 
“crack” soldiers. 


He predicted that North Korea will commit various 
kinds of provocations against the south in an attempt to 
mar the Olympic Games. 


Minister Chong also said that quantitative and qualita- 
tive advances in the production of basic weapons anc 
major hardware items has resulted in a “remarkable” 
addition to the mobility and fire power of mechanized 
units, among others, in his review of the outcome of the 
self-reliant defense policy practiced during the period of 
the current Fifth Republic. 
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Prosecution To ‘Crack Down’ on Officials 
SK070108 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
7 Feb 88 p 3 


[Text] Prosecutor-General Yi Chong-nam yesterday 
instructed prosecutors across the nation to crack down 
on crime by government officials at this present time of 
power transition. 


Worrying about discipline in officialdom becoming lax 
during the “transition” period, the top prosecutor said 
no mercy can be expected when public officials get in 
trouble with the law. 


Bribery cases will be especially harshly dealt with and the 
maximum punishment provided for under the law faces 


all transgressors. 


In a directive, Yi called upon public officials to behave 
themselves and not stray into the path of crime, which is 
liable to arouse harsh public criticism. 


He also warned against the easy-going attitudes and 
Opportunism to which public servants are liable during 
the transition period. People falling into this category 
will also face administrative discipline. 


In their prosecution activity, prosecutors were asked to 
make plans of their own to buttress discipline in the 
bureaucracy as well as pay keen attention to public 
Officials with records of “‘administrative” crime. 


Those officials found to have leaked official secrets 
which they acquire in the course of executing their public 
duties will be in for harsh punishment. 


Those spreading false accusations against public officials 
taking advantage of the government determination to 
ferret out “erring” public servants will also be severely 
dealt with. 


Last year, a total of 1,097 cases of crimes involving 
government officials were registered. 


DRC Urges Nc . » Make Human Rights Declaration 
SK060011 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Feb 88 pp 1-2 


[Text] The Democratization and Reconciliation Council 
[DRC] will recommend that the next president declare 
the protection of human rights and put an end to all 
torture. 


In a full-dress session yesterday following the first round 
of subpanel activities, the advisory body to advise pres- 
ident-elect No Tae-u to conduct a sweeping amnesty for 
political prisoners and take measures to heal the still 
bitter scars of the Kwangju incident. 
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The 55-member provisional body will urge No to play 
the role of a “friend, reconciler and coordinator” of the 
people in a democratic fashion of state administration. 


It will hold another round of subpanel sessions to elab- 
orate on the measures for democratic development, 
national harmony and social reforms before presenting a 
final report on Feb. 23 to No. 


It called for the confinement of the functions of intelli- 
gence agencies to the anti-espionage business and prohi- 
bition of their intervention in political affairs and inter- 
rogation of political suspects. 


The establishment of a special supervisory organ is 
desirable against irregularities of police, including tor- 
ture, and the hitherto common practice of arraignment 
without warrant should be banned. 


The structure of presidential staff and security forces 
should be streamlinedland their power reduced in step 
with the increase of authority for the prime minister and 
the Cabinet. 


Its interim report noted the need for No’s declaration of 
his firm commitment to the assurance of civil rights in 
his inaugural ceremony or at another proper time. 


As a means of democratization, it also cited freedom of 
the press from power and the management, indepen- 
dence of the judiciary through fair appointment of 
judges and political neutrality of the military. 


The panel will call on No to positively consider an 
Opposition demand for the introduction of local auton- 
omy in all administrations, including special cities, “‘as 
soon as possible.” 


It will ask for the establishment of a government agency 
in charge of development projects for western coastal 
areas covering Cholla people’s complaint of retarded 
economic development. 


Other recommendations will include the exemption of 
taxes for investors in the Cholla area and equal oppor- 
tunities in government appointment foregoing favorit- 
ism for any specific region. 


Former deputy prime minister-economic planning min- 
ister Yi Han-pin, a member of the first division, pro- 
posed that the council advise No to pledge development 
of the western coaltal area during his inauguration. 


Former agriculture-fisheries minister Chang Tok-chin, 
who put forward an interim report on national reconcil- 
iation, said that it is hoped to release all detainees as well 
as political prisoners in a bold special pardon excluding 
only those branded as Communists and convicted of 
felonious crimes. 
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The members will deliberate on how to pursue a remedy 
for the Kwangju bloodshed caused by excessive military 
suppression of a large-scale popular uprising, after the 
last hearing Monday. 


Three people are scheduled to testify on the incident 
before the pertinent sub-panels. They are Chon Kye- 
yang, head of an association of the bereaved families; Lt. 
Gen. Yi Kwang-no, ret., who led a government fact- 
finding mission in 1980; and Pak Yun-chong, represen- 
tative of the Kwangju Red Cross Society at that time. 


Members of the DRC traded various ideas for the 
removal of regional rivalry, remedy for the Kwangju 
problems, and democratic progress in their full session 
after presenting the written “recommendation.” 


Former deputy prime minister Yi Han-pin said demo- 
cratic reforms would consolidate Seoul’s upper hand 
over the North Korean Communist regime. demanding 
the abolishment of all authoritarian practices. 


Sin Hyong-sik, former secretary general of the previously 
ruling Democratic Republican Party, refuted a prevail- 
ing perception that a direct presidential election would 
further aggravate regional antagonism. 


He noted that more important than the mechanism or 
institution itself is how to operate it. ““Frequent changes 
in the system will result in the losing of public confidence 
in a government,” he analysed. 


The former construction minister termed as “‘contradic- 
tory to capitalist economic policies” a recommendation 
in the interim report that the government should exempt 
tzxes on investments in Cholla provinces. 


Pak Chong-kyu, former acting chairman of the DRP, 
however, hoped for financial and tax favors to boost the 
construction of factories in the relatively less developed 
area. 


He maintained that the proposed government agency for 
western coastal development be headed by a ministerial- 
level official for effective implementation of projects as 
part of ways to drive away disharmony between Cholla 
and seemingly favored Kyongsang people. 


Kim Chun, former chairman of the Saemaul Movement 
Headquarters, pointed to the necessity for more private 
excha between the two regions through the establish- 
ment of sisterhood relationships among universities and 
among companies. 


Ma Kywong-sok dismissed as “unconvicing” the allega- 
tion that Cholla provinces would have been more devel- 
oped if the presidents had come from the area. 


As an example, he cited the fact that an oil refinery was 
established in Yosu a.id a large-scale industrial complex 
in the nearby Yochon in “political consideration despite 
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low feasibility.” It would have been more economic if 
they were set up in Inchon and Ulsan, Kyongsang- 
namdo, respectively, he said. 


Former ambassahor to Britain Kang Yong-hun from 
Pyongan-pukto, now in North Korea, claimed that social 
discrimination is also evident against North Korean 


refugees. 


Kim Hyon-hui Details ‘Japanization’ 
SK090307 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Feb 88 p 3 


[Text] Kim Hyon-hui, who confessed to destroying the 
KAL flight 858 last November, had been put to an 
intensive “Japanization” program for 21 months to act 
as a Japanese national, the Agency for National Security 
Planning said Sunday. 


According to the anti-espionage agency, Kim received 
extensive training on Japan for 17 hours a day from early 
morning to midnight for a period between July of 1981 
and March of 1983, living with a Japanese woman who 
was kidnapped to the north Korean capital of Pyong- 


yang. 


The 25-year-old woman, now in the custody of NSP for 
her role in sabotaging the passenger airplane, was quoted 
as saying that her Japanese tutor was a divorcee, 30 or 31 
in age, and was called by Korean name of Yi Un-hye. 


Kim confirmed that her Japanese tutor was not one of 
three missing Japanese women sought by the Japanese 
police since 1978, the security agency said. 


Japanese Instructor [subhead] 


She allegedly told Kim that she was divorced, had a 
three-year-old son and a younger daughter, and had been 
seized while strolling along a beach near Tokyo in 1979 
and taken to Pyongyang. 


The Tokyo-born woman graduated from high school. 
She is 165 cm tall and weighs 56 kg and has chicken hairs 
on her body, forcing her to shave from time to time. Her 
birthday was learned to be July 5. 


She looks like a Western woman with her big, double-lid 
eyes, according to NSP quoting Kim. 


The Korean security agency has handed over to Japanese 
authorities all information about the Japanese woman in 
a bid to help identify her in Japan. 


An artist’s impression of the Japanese woman based on 
descriptions given by Kim Hyon-hui was also turned 
over to Japanese investigators who flew back to Japan 
after having interviewed Kim. 
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Kim testified that the Japanese woman sobbed often, 
lamenting on not being able to see her children ieft 
behind in Japan. 


She did not sit in a chair for long periods because of pain 
in her waist. She was quoted as saying by Kim tliat she 
once got injured while playing tennis during her high 
school days. 


Her Korean name Un-hye, which literally means “‘bless- 
ing’, was given and meant that her life was saved by 
North Korean chieftain Kim Il-song and his son and 
heir-apparent Kim Chong-il, Kim was quoted as saying. 


The Japanese woman was taken to north Korea in 1979, 
but the location of kidnapping was not mentioned in the 
NSP announcement. 


The Japanese woman once told Kim Hyon-hui that she 
had met a Japanese couple who were kidnapped to North 
Korea when she was invited to Kim Chong-il’s birthday 


party as a special guest. 


While saying this, she emphasized that the fact should ce 
kept secret. Kim was quoted as saying that the Japanese 
woman had never revealed her Japanese name while 


living together. 


Treated as a foreign guest, the Japanese woman was 
allowed to use Japanese-made cosmetics and British 
Dunhill cigarettes, which were available only in the 


special shop for foreigners. 
Japanization Training [subhead] 


Kim Hyon-hui underwent intensive education and train- 
ing to act like a Japanese woman for 2! months during 
which she lived with the Japanese woman called “Un- 
hye” at a so-called “guest house” in suburban Pyong- 


yang. 


Following a tight daily schedule, she woke up at 6:30 
a.m., had lecture classes concerning Kim Il-song’s ideol- 
ogy, Japanese language and customs in the morning and 
was set to repeat morning classes in the afternoon. 


After supper, she was to watch or listen to Japanese TV 
and radio broadcasts, read newspapers and magazines 
before having a shower and going to bed at midnight. 


In particular, she was put to a test as to what she learned 
for 20 minutes every morning and a comprehensive test 
every Saturday. The result of the tests was reported to 
higher ranks of the agent training facility along with her 
degree of sincerity toward training. 


She was allowed to use only Japanese in daily living 
while being exposed to Japanese customs, general knowl- 
edge about the country’s history, geography and other 
things though movies, textbooks and mass media. 
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She was quoted as saying that she saw many Japanese 
films, including “Snow Couniry” and “Tokyo Nights” 
and learned Japanese popular songs while living with the 
Japanese woman. 


Forged Passport {jsubhead] 


The forged Japanese passport she was carrying at the 
time of her arrest in Bahrain was handed over to her by 
North Korean authorities just before she went abroad on 
Aug. 10 of !984 as a part of a foreign adaptation 


program. 


Since then, Kim Hyon-hui carried iwo passports, one 
issued by North Korea in the name of Kim Ok-hwa and 
the other, the forged Japanese passport which listed her 
name as “Mayumi Hachiya” when going to non-Com- 
munist nations. 


Kim told NSP investigators that she once heard “Ma- 
yumi Hachiya” the name of a real Japanese woman who 
was Kim’s age commanded little English and once trav- 
elled to the United States. 


She was told to act as the daughter of “Shinichi 
Hachiya,” whose name was used by the dead North 
Korean agent Kim Sung-il. 


She was also instructed to memorize that her mother 
died seven to eight years ago and has a married elder 
sister by the name of Kimie who was four years oh ‘er 
than her and lived in Osaka. 


She was quoted as saying that she acted upon the North 
Korean passport in Communist-bloc countries and used 
the forged Japanese passport while in Western countries. 


Japan Focuses on ‘Collaborator’ 
SK090315 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Feb 88 p 3 


[By KOREA TIMES correspondent Chong Hun] 


[Text]) TOKYO—A “prominent figure” in Japan, 
believed to be a long-time collaborator with a North 
Korean spy ring, is behind the sabotage of the KAL 
jetliner reported missing over the Burmese sea last year, 
the YOMIURI SHIMBUN reported in a top-headlined 
front page story Sunday. 


Quoting Japanese police sources, the Japanese daily said 
that the “collaborator” is a celebrity of “high position” 
in Japanese society. 


The “surprising fact” was brought to light in the meeting 
of Japanese investigators with Kim Hyon-hui, a North 
Korean agent who placed a time-bomb on the KAL plane 
zlong with her male companion, who committed suicide 
at Bahrain airport, Yomiuri said. 


FBIS-EAS-88-026 
9 February 1988 


With the revelation, the Japanese investigation into the 
case took a new turn. 


Also quoting police sources, YOMIURI said the female 
North Korean agent told the Japanese investigators what 
she knew about a North Korean espionage ring in Japan 
in detail and suggested that the “collaborator” is a “big 
shot” in Japanese society. 


The term “collaborator,” used by Japanese media in a 
» baggy usually refers to a “suspect involved in foreign 
affairs,” ee ee Se OS ee ee 
tion, funds and shelter 


In this case, the “collaborator” refers to a prominent 
figure in Japan who has been aiding the North Korean 
Cspionage ring. 


According to the YOMIURI report, the collaborator is 
believed to have cooperated with the North Korean spy 
ring because of his strong concern over the safety of his 
relatives in North Korea. 


Yomiuri also cited the case of a high-level KGB agent 
who sought political asylum in the United States via 
Japan in 1971 as an example of a Japanese magnate's 
involvement in a foreign spy case. 


Revchenko shocked Japanese society at that time by 
testifying before a House panel that a high cadre of a 
Japanese political party collaborated with the Soviet spy 
ring in Japan. 


Meanwhile, Japanese police have gone all out to identify 
a Japanese woman called “Un-hye,” who was said to 
have taught Kim Hyon-hui Japanese in North Korea. 


For this, Japanese police set up a task force to identify 
the Japanese woman and are receiving reports from 
people for missing relatives. 


Police also suspect thet the “U!n-hye” was an employe of 
a restaurant or other entertainment place. Their conjec- 
ture is based on Kim's remarks that she knew almost all 
names of liquor and was highly accustomed to Japanese 
manners at drinking parties. 


Japanese police took note of Kim’s remarks that Un-hye 
told her she met a Japanese couple allegedly kidnapped 
to North Korea. Police suspect the couple was one of 
— Japanese pairs who were kidnapped from Japan in 


According to Japanese police, they received a total of 
$2, eae aaa missing women in 1979. Of them, only 
remained unsolved. 


In light of the fact, Japanese police viewed, the identity 
of — will soon be confirmed without much diffi- 
culty. 
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Released Worker: Talk About Captivity 
SK090323 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Feb 88 p I 


[Text] Two engineers of the Hanil Development Co., 
Ltd., freed by Communist rebels in the Philippines after 
89 days of captivity, returned home yesterday aboard 
KAL 622. They looked healthy despite the long ordeal. 


Han Pok-su, 51, and Cho Song-kwon, 30, were handed 
over to officials of Hanil Saturday afternoon in Laoag, 
260 miles north of Manila, and returned to Manila 
shortly before midnight. 


Upon arriving at the Kimpo International Airport at 
5:10 p.m., the two were whisked to Inha Hospital in 
Songnam, Kyonggi-do, for a medical check-up. 


Meeting with reporters at the airport the two said “the 
difficulties and hardship we experienced during our 
captivity were beyond description. But, the rebels did 
not bother us too much.” 


arden | caphed og adbct 1 by mg bode 

gt oe of the New Peoples Army 
(NPA) int in oh Fa Unfamiliar with the geography of the 
area, we didn’t know where to go,” they said. 


Asked how many times they moved during captivity, 
they said, “We moved a total of 24 times in addition to 
20 times of short-distance. 


They further said that they once walked through moun- 
tains from early morning and kept walking until reaching 
a stream where they cooked rice. Sometimes they had to 
ee a 
said. 


“We were always escorted by around | 5 armed guerrillas 
aged between 15 and 25 when moving,” they went on to 
say. 


Asked if they met any senior figures of the NPA, they 
said, ““We have met four or five high ranking officers of 
the NPA, but don’t know their names and ranks.” 


Asked how they were treated, they replied, “The rebels 
generally treated us well and never committed atroci- 
ties.” 


“Packages, including foodstuffs sent to us from the 
company, were delivered unchecked. They treated us 
preferentially even when food ran short,” they revealed. 


They said hardships and difficulties were the different 
foods, different customs and weather. 
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US. Trade Talks To Begin 10 Feb 
SK090049 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Feb 88 p 6 


[Text] Korea and the United States will convene trade 
talks on cigarettes in Washington on Feb. 10-11 local 
time at the request of thie U.S. government, the Finance 
Ministry said yesterday. 


A five-member Korean delegation, which will leave for 
Washington this morning of the talks, includes Pak 
Sang-un, director general of the treasury bureau of the 
Finance Ministry, and Ku Pon-yong, director general of 
the International Policy Coordination Office of the Eco- 
nomic Planning Board. 


The U.S. delegation will be headed by Ms. Sandra 
Kristoff, assistant deputy U.S. trade representative. 


Technology Talks To Be Held With U.S. 
SK072313 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0132 GMT 6 Feb 88 


ext] Seoul, Feb. 6 (YONHAP)—South Korea and the 
nited States will hold a i meeting on Feb. 
16 to discuss details of a bilateral agreement designed to 
prevent communis‘ countries from obtaining strategic 
_— a source at the Foreign Ministry said Satur- 
y. 


The meeting will mark the first consultation under the 
agreement since Korea and the United States signed the 
accord last September. The agreement, designed to con- 
trol the exportation of strategic commodities and tech- 
nical data to communist countries, now awaits ratifica- 
tion in the National Assembly . 
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Under ihe accord, South Korea is to introduce an export 
control system similar to that adopted by the Coordinat- 
ing Committee for Export to Communist Areas (CO- 
COM) which now has 16 member countries. 


During the Seoul meeting, the two sides will designate 
the types of strategic commodities and technical data to 
be placed under export controls, the source said. 


Ships Visit PRC Ports, Deliver Trade Goods 
SK070200 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
7 Feb 88 p I 


[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP)—South Korean vessels carry- 
ing trade goods called at Chinese ports recently under the 
tacit consent of the Chinese authorities, trade sources 
here revealed Friday. 


Earlier, the direct transportation to China of trade goods 
by South Korean ships was not possible because China 
had refused to their port call with bills of lading issued by 
the Korean authorities. 


However, they said, in recent days, South Korean vessels 
have been making direct trips to Chinese ports, hoiding 
necessary trade documents issued by South Korea. 


Such moves suggest the possibility of the two countries 
opening commercial relations officially in the near 
future, the sources said. 


It was learned that the two-way trade volume between 
the two countries, which have no diplomatic ties, 
reached $1,100 million last year, up about 80 percent 
over the preceding year. 


Report on Insurgent Surrenders in January 
BK050930 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Text] Members of various insurgent organizations who 
have come to realize their wrongdoings have been sur- 
rendering with assorted arms and ammunition at various 
military camps. The following surrenders took place 
between | and 6 January 1988: 


Southeast Military Command: Private Po Sein from the 
4th Company of the KNU [Karen National Union] Ist 
Battalion surrendered with a carbine and a .38-caliber 
pistol at Kyaiktiyo Garrison. 


Eastern Military Command: Saing Nat, SUA {Shan 
United Army] unit commander of the SSA [Shan State 
Army] insurgent organization, surrendered with an M-16 
automatic rifle at (Loi Tun) garrison while Lance Cor- 
poral Pan Se and and Pvt Taw Zeya of the SURA [Shan 
United Revolutionary Army] 707th Battalion surren- 
dered with an M-16 automatic rifle at (Maplan) garrison. 


Pvt Saing San from the BCP (Burma Communist Party] 
768th Brigade Headquarters surrendered at Mong Yang 
garrison. 


Northern Military Command: Pvt Labya Naw of the 4th 
Company of the KIA [Kachin Independence Army] Sth 
Battalion surrendered at Shwegu while Pvt Moi Yung 
alias Yaw Yu from the security unit of the Central 
Headquarters and Wa Sar from the 2d Company of the 
253d Battalion surrendered at (Aungmye Tit) camp. 


Central Military Command: Pvt Saw Maung Gun of the 
KNU 7th Central Security Company surrendered at 
(Myogyon) camp. 


Northeast Military Command: Sunny alias Laik Khan, 
Lamungan alias Magam, Lagyaung, Lom Yan, Labyan 
Kan, Shan Tan, Galaing Naw, Gaik Khun, and Aik 
Kyan—village defense force members of the KIA in 
(Manpaung) village—surrendered at (Ho Hpyat) Garri- 
son. 


Recent Combat Activities of Rebel Forces 
BK041243 (Clandestine) Voice of the People 
of Burma in Burmese 1200 GMT 4 Feb 88 


[Text] On 16 January 1988 an attack by a small unit of 
the People’s Army on the military government’s merce- 
nary 107th Light Infantry Regiment that sneaked into 
(Yonhaung), south of Tangyan, resulted in three enemy 
soldiers being killed or wounded. Also on 23 January, 
mines planted by a People’s Army unit against enemy 
soldiers from the mercenary 107th Light Infantry Regi- 
ment between (Wan Pa-long) and Mong Hkak, east of 
Mawhpa, resulted in one enemy soldier being killed and 
three others wounded. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 23 


Combat news of the Karenni National Progressive Party 
[KNPP] and the National Democratic Front [NDF]: 


On 5 January, a KNPP unit ambushed the military 
government’s mercenary 14th Infantry Regiment near 
(Ta Paw Aw) village, east of Law-pi-ta. The attack killed 
17 enemy soldiers, including the mercenary regimental 
commander holding the rank of lieutenant colonel and 
another mercenary officer. 


On | January, four enemy soldiers, including a merce- 
nary captain, were killed when a combined force made 
up of one unit of the KNPP and a unit of the NDF 
attacked the (Tan Ta Man) camp. It was learned that five 
weapons and a communications set were seized from the 
enemy. 


Comprehensive account of battles fought by the Shan 
State Army [SSA] in 1987: In 1987, the SSA fought 114 
small and large-scale battles with the military govern- 
ment’s mercenary army. In these battles, a total of 299 
mercenary soldiers—127 killed and 172 wounded—were 
put out of action. Eleven soldiers were also taken pris- 
oner. 


It is learned that the SSA seized from the enemy 71 
firearms, 4,921 rounds of assorted ammunition, and 123 


magazines. 
Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Former Prime Minister Comments on UMNO Ruling 
BK081126 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0932 GMT 8 Feb 88 


(Text] Pulau Pinang, Feb 8 (BERNAMA)—Several 
former ministers and deputy ministers from UMNO (the 
United Malays National Organisation) which has been 
ruled by a court to be an unlawful society, Monday called 
on former Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman at his 
residence here, to wish him happy birthday. 


The Tunku, who turned 85, looked fit and alert as he 
chatted with the former politicians who included 
Mohammed Khir Johari and Harun Idris. 


Also present at the birthday reception were former Trade 
and Industry Minister Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, 
former Deputy Transport Minister Rahmah Osman, 
former deputy minister in the prime minister’s depart- 
ment Sharifah Dorah Syed Mohamed, former Deputy 
Works Minister Zainal Abidin Zin and four of the 11 
whose suit against UMNO resulted in the unexpected 
ruling last Thursday. 


They were Ahmad Mokhtar Haji Mohammad, Hussein 
Manaf, Kamarudin Awang Teh and Abdul Rahim Rah- 
man. 
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Addressing his well-wishers, the Tunku urged the Malay 
leaders and community to unite with a new and deter- 
mined spirit to continue the struggle for the wellbeing of 
race, religion and country. 


He called on the Malays to avoid squabbling among 
themselves and urged leaders not to ignore the interests 
of the people. 


Leaders can be replaced but UMNO must be preserved, 
he added. 


[Hong Kong AFP in English at 1114 on 8 February in a 
similar report adds: “Malaysia’s first prime minister 
Tunku Abdul Rahman announced Monday he was mov- 
ing to revive the United Malays National Organisation 
(UMNO), the country’s largest political party after it was 
declared illegal by the high court last week.” 


[In his statement, Mr Rahman accused top government 
leaders of ‘destroying’ UMNO and for failing to disclose 
plans to revive the party despite anxiety triggered by the 
court ruling. Political sources here said that soliciters 
acting for Mr. Rahman submitted an application Mon- 
day to the Registrar of Societies to register a party called 
Persatuan Kebangsaan Melayu Bersatu or UMNO 
Malaysia.”} 


Plans To Form New Party 
BK081221 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1204 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Pulau Pinang, Feb 8 (BERNAMA)—Several 
former UMNO (United Malays National Organisation) 
leaders, among them former Prime Ministers Tunku 
Abdul Rahman and Hussein Onn and former Trade and 
Industry Minister Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, are trying 
to establish a new political party. 


They set up a pro tem committee at a meeting at the 
Tunku’s residence here Monday where a reception was 
held to mark his 85th birthday. 


The Tunku told reporters after the meeting he himself 
headed the committee as president while Hussein Onn 
was appointed deputy president. 


Former Deputy Energy, Telecommunications and Posts 
Minister Zainal Abidin Zin was made secretary and 
Tengku Razaleigh as a committee member. 


Others in the panel are former Selangor Menteri Besar 
Harun Idris, former Agriculture Minister Abdul Manan 
Osman, former deputy minister in the prime minister's 
department Sharifah Dorah Syed Mohamed and former 
Deputy Transport Minister Rahmah Osman. 


Also at the meeting were former Wanita UMNO Execu- 
tive Committee member Ilani Ishak, former UMNO 
Election Ethics Committee chairman Mohammed Khir 
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Johari, and four of the 11 whose suit seeking to invali- 
date last April’s party general assembly and elections 
resulted in UMNO being ruled an unlawful society by 
the Kuala Lumpur High Court last Thursday. 


They are Ahmad Mokhtar Haji Mohammad, Hussein 
Manaf, Kamarudin Awang Teh and Abdul Rahim Rah- 
man. 


It was understood the group has sent three representa- 
tives to Kuala Lumpur to get the party registered. 


In Kuala Lumpur, former UMNO Vice-President Abdul- 
lah Ahmad Badawi said any effort to restore UMNO to 
its previous position without the knowledge of its 
present leaders will further aggravate the party’s situa- 
tion and likely to cause a permanent split. 


The present leadership is trying to re-establish the party 
to its former position, he said when commenting on a 
report that a group of party members was trying to form 
a new party today. 


Under the present circumstances any action taken by any 
group should not ignore the current leadership, he 
stressed. 


Efforts to revive UMNO from the legal viewpoint must 
be carried out speedily and UMNO members must give 
the opportunity, their confidence and cooperation to the 
present leadership under (the prime minister and deputy 
prime minister) Mahathir-Ghafar to find an amicable 
solution, he said. 


Abdullah said UMNO could not take the strain of any 
more upheavals and he prayed that last week’s high court 
decision declaring UMNO an unlawful society would not 
lead to anything that might undermine the party struggle. 


Their action (of forming a new party) will only lead to 
grave consequences for the party and probably cause a 
permanent split, he added. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin Greetings to CPV Committee 
BK070658 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 7 Feb 88 


[Text] Comrade Heng Samrin, general secretary of the 
KPRP Central Committee, sent a message of greetings to 
the CPV Central Committee on the 58th anniversary of 
the Indochinese Communist Party [ICP]. 


The message reads: In the past 58 years, the CPV which 
has carried on the brilliant struggle of the ICP, led and 
tempered by President Ho Chi Minh—the outstanding 
fighter of the international communist and workers 
movement—has led the Vietnamese people through 
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many tests and trials to win one great victory after 
another in the persistent and resolute struggle against 
colonialism, imperialism, and international reaction. 


At present, under the leadership of the party, the new 
changes in socioeconomic development are improving 
with each passing day, enabling the material and spiri- 
tual living conditions of the Vietnamese people to grad- 
ually improve. In the international arena, the Vietnam- 
ese revolution has actively contributed to the cause of 
defending peace and security of the three Indochinese 
countries and of countries in Southeast Asia and the 
—_ steadily raising the prestige and position of the 


I am convinced that under the correct leadership of the 
CPV, the fraternal Vietnamese people will achieve more 
successes in implementing the resolutions of the sixth 
party congress. On this glorious historic occasion, | 
would like to express sincere and profound gratitude to 
the CPV and fraternal Vietnamese people for constantly 
according all-round precious support and assistance to 
the KPRP and Cambodian people. It is my wish that the 
bonds of special solidarity and all-round cooperation 
between the parties and people of Cambodia and Viet- 
nam will grow in strength and develop forever. 


Chea Sim Addresses Assembly Closing 
BK090430 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Speech by National Assembly Chairman Chea Sim at 8 
February closing of the First National Assembly's 14th 
session—recorded] 


[Text] During the past 5 and 1/2 days, I noticed that all 
comrades who are Assembly members had very actively 
and patiently fulfilled your tasks in your capacity as the 
representatives of the interests of the people and nation. 
All comrade Assembly members had jointly discussed all 
issues enthusiastically and were unanimous in good 
measures which are beneficial to our nation and father- 
land. You dared speak truthfully and frankly about the 
real situation in each constituency. This is the most 
significant point that enabled our National Assembly 
session to achieve good experiences in implementing its 
tasks, thus rendering itself worthy of being the correct 
and genuine representative of the people. 


More importantly, all comrades dared speak about a 
number of phenomena concerning the implementation 
of tasks not yet being carried out in accordance with the 
resolutions of the National Assembly by the legislative 
and executive institutions concerned, such as the imple- 
mentation of laws (and the solving of) economic, social, 
cultural, educational, and health problems, as well as the 
problems related to the mental and political situation of 
our people and their difficulties, well-being, require- 
ments, and aspirations. 
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Through the reports, comments, addresses, and matters 
raised during this 14th session, our National Assembly 
has clearly seen the new changes and progress scored in 
all fields in the current stage of the Cambodian revolu- 
tion, as well as a number of remaining points to be 
fulfilled and improved. 


The National Assembly sincerely commends the entire 
party, entire armed forces, and entire people, particu- 
larly all the comrades Assembly members who have 
actively and sincerely strived to overcome all complex 
problems and fulfill your tasks for the cause of building 
and defending our fatherland and protecting our revolu- 
tionary gains. Your efforts have become a source of great 
encouragement for the people—the owners of the 
votes—in expanding their right to mastery, to be the 
masters of their own country’s destiny. 


The experiences and requirements raised for discussion 
during this 14th session of the First National Assembly 
have reflected the profound unity in the political and 
revolutionary views of all comrade Assembly members 
[passage indistinct] to successfully fulfill the strategic 
tasks and the three revolutionary goals set forth by the 
party’s fifth national representatives congress. 


Dear comrades and friends, although they have suffered 
serious defeats and their forces have suffered from 
internal rifts and become shattered, weak, and demoral- 
ized, the enemies to our revolution have stubbornly 
refused to abandon their strategic schemes to undermine 
our revolution. They have persistently carried out their 
subversive maneuvers against us in a more barbarous 
and perfidious manner. However, whatever perfidious 
maneuvers and measures the enemies have resorted to, 
thanks to the leadership of our KPRP and its correct 
lines, our people’s firm unity and their increasing aware- 
ness of their right to mastery, and the moral and material 
support and assistance from friendly countries—partic- 
ularly Vietnam, Laos, the Soviet Union, and other fra- 
ternal socialist countries—we have been able to sur- 
mount all obstacles and difficulties and have firmly 
expanded our position of strength, victory, and mastery 
both along the border and inside the country. [applause] 


Our revolution will certainly score greater victories in 
building a new Cambodian society which is advancing 
gradually toward socialism. Since this year is the year 
that the international and regional trend in general is 
favorable to the revolutionary movement, the situation 
in our Cambodia is also marked by many new factors 
yet — as well as new requirements needing to be 
ulfilled. 


For this reason, our entire party, entire armed forces, 
and entire people in general and particularly all comrade 
Assembly members must mobilize their intelligence and 
enhance their determination and efforts to implement 
their main tasks more vigorously. The most important 
point is that all the comrade Assembly members must act 
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in accordance with the slogan: Dare to think, dare to say, 
dare to be responsible, and dare to speak truthfully and 
frankly; and words and deeds must match. 


All comrade Assembly members know well that this | 4th 
session, like the previous National Assembly sessions, 
has approved all kinds of laws and plans appropriate for 
the developments in our country. The only thing left is 
how to implement and realize them. 


Judging from the total results so far, despite the fact that 
our fatherland is still in a difficult situation, the legisla- 
tive and executive organizations at all levels have mobi- 
lized their sense of responsibility for the country and 
people, strived patiently and arduously to fulfill their 
tasks, and achieved good results successively. 


The National Assembly warmly commends the Council 
of Ministers which has always attentively taken mea- 
sures to gradually solve all requirements appropriately 
under the concrete conditions in each constituency, 
particularly, for its successful diplomatic mission. Its 
most important success is the two talks held recently in 
France between Comrade Hun Sen, chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, and Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, 
which constituted a significant step toward seeking a 
genuine political solution to the Cambodian problem 
and a contribution to peace in Southeast Asia. 


In response to this effort, all comrades members of our 
National Assembly, must continue to make contribu- 
tions, with a high sense of responsibility to ensure 
sufficient efficiency of all measures laid down by our 
National Assembly. In particular, you must do anything 
possible to turn all the resolutions of our National 
Assembly into concrete deeds in your respective constit- 
uencies. This is the urgent and essential requirement of 
our National Assembly as well as of our KPRP. 


In this immediate period, while the diplomatic task is 
advancing, all comrade Assembly members must 
actively join in the struggle to enhance the quality of our 
genuine revolutionary forces in all aspects. You must pay 
attention to strengthening localities in villages and com- 
munes. This must be regarded as a most important task 
of strategic significance. It is imperative to take part in 
the tasks to enhance national defense, attack the ene- 
mies, persuade misled persons to return to the fold, 
increase production, and take good care of the livelihood 
of the people and combatants. Generally speaking, it is 
imperative to implement well the rear policy, particu- 
larly the points regarding the four economic spearheads, 
thus creating more feats for welcoming the 10th anniver- 
sary of our PRK’s 7 January national day. [applause] 


Dear comrades and friends, as the international and 
regional situation has been very favorable and beneficial 
to the cause of our Cambodian revolution, our National 
Assembly waimly acclaims the outcome of the recent 
summit meeting in Washington between the USSR and 
the United States. Our National Assembly warmly 
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acclaims the tireless efforts made the Soviet Union and 
Comrade General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev for the 
cause of peace and mankind's survival. 


The PRK National Assembly supports the just struggle 
waged by the LPDR in defending its territorial integrity 
against the aggression and illegal occupation of the Thai 
militarists and demands that Thailand immediately stop 
such acts, withdraw its troops from the illegally occupied 
areas, and positively respond to the LPDR’s good-will 
proposal for the settlement of conflicts through peaceful 
means. 


Dear comrades and friends, on behalf of the National 
Assembly, I would like to express profound and sincere 
thanks full of hope to all comrade Assembly members for 
your patriotism and love for the revolution and people. 
Upon returning to your respective localities, you should 
inform the people—the owners of the votes—of the 
results of this 14th Assembly session. You should always 
have close links to the people and strive to fulfill your 
tasks successfully. 


On behalf of the Presidium, I would like to declare the 
closing of the 1 4th session of the first National Assembly 
[words indistinct]. [applause] 


Rannarit Asks To Stay Out of Coaltion 
BK090714 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] In a press communique, the office of Samdech 
Norociom Sihanouk’s personal representative in Cambo- 
dia and Asia announced that Prince Norodom Rannarit, 
personal representative of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
in Cambodia and Asia and commander in chief of the 
Sihanoukist National Army [ANS], asked for Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk’s permission for him to stay out of 
the Cambodian Coalition Government. However, the 
Funcinpec [National United Front for an Independent, 
Neutral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia] will 
remain a part of the Cambodian Coalition Government 
and the ANS will continue to closely cooperate with the 
two other factions of the Coalition Government. 


According to the press communique, Prince Norodom 
Rannarit has asked for Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s 
permission for him to stay out of the Cambodian Coali- 
tion Government which is the political structure of the 
Democratic Kampuchea; the Funcinpec, a faction under 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s leadership, will remain a 
part of the Coalition Government; and the Funcinpec’s 
ministers still remain members of the Cambodian Coa- 
lition Government. 


The press communique also revealed that the ANS, of 
which Prince Norodom Rannarit is the commander in 
chief, will continue to closely cooperate with the Demo- 
cratic Kampuchean and KPNLF factions within the 
framework of the anti-Vietnam tripartite Coalition Gov- 
ernment of which the ANS remains a full member. 
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The press communique added that it was Prince Noro- 
dom Rannarit who initiated a meeting of the command- 
ers in chief of the Coalition Government's three armies 
in mid-January. 


Son Sann Calls for Unity Against Vietnam 
BK060303 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Text] Son Sann, prime minister of the CGDK, in a 
statement made in Bangkok on 3 February appealed to 
the entire Cambodian armed forces and people to 
enhance unity so as to further intensify the struggle 
against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors until final and 
total victory is won. He went on to say that the Hanoi 
authorities continue to firmly pursue a policy of aggres- 
sion and expansion and refuse to withdraw all their 
aggressive troops from Cambodia. At the same time, the 
Hanoi authorities are conducting all kinds of maneuvers 
in an attempt to split the CGDK and make the interna- 
tional community accept their aggression in Cambodia 
as a fait accompli. In such a situation, the entire Cam- 
bodian armed forces and people need to enhance the 
great national union and intensify the anti-Vietnamese 
struggle to force Vietnam to settle the Cambodian prob- 
lem politically, fairly, and reasonably in accordance with 
the relevant UN resolutions and in conformity with the 
eight-point peace proposal of the CGDK. 


Coalition To Discuss Sihanouk Resignation 
phy a Tokyo KYODO in English 0959 GMT 
9 Fe 


[Text] Bangkok, Feb. 9 KYODO—Leaders of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea, a three-party anti- Vietnamese coali- 
tion, will hold an emergency meeting Wednesday to 
discuss the resignation late last month of its President 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, diplomatic sources said 
Tuesday. 


The sources said the meeting to be held at a guerrilla base 
near the Thai border will be attended by Son Sann, 
leader of the Khmer People’s National Liberation Front, 
Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Samphan and Prince Ran- 
narit, Sihanouk’s son. 


They are expected to discuss how to deal with the 
prince’s abrupt resignation, which is considered the 
coalition’s worst crisis since it was established in July 
1982. 

Sihanouk announced his resignation in Beijing on Janu- 
ary 30 in protest against Son Sann’s criticisms of his talks 
near Paris in mid-January with Hun Sen, prime minister 
of the Vietnam-backed Heng Samrin government in 
Phnom Penh. 


The talks, the second between the two, were aimed at 
reaching a political settlement of the nine-year-old Kam- 
puchean conflict. 
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The Khmer Rouge and Son Sann’s group then issued 
their respective statement urging the prince to rescind 
his resigiation. 


At a meeting held in Beijing between Sihanouk and 
Khieu Samphan on Sunday, the prince said he would 
need more time to consider requests that he return as the 
coalition’s leader. 


The sources said Prince Rannarit will brief other coali- 
tion leaders at the consultations Wednesday concerning 
his father’s real reason for having resigned. 


Comment on Vietnam Preelection Withdrawal 
BK060253 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Station commentary: “Only After Vietnam Withdraws 
All Its Aggressive Forces From Cambodia Will the 
Cambodian People Enjoy the Right To Vote Freely To 
Decide Their Own Future”’] 


[Text] Recently, Hanoi’s foreign minister, Nguyen Co 
Thach, said in Saigon that Vietnam would not accept any 
proposal to settle the Cambodian problem that insists 
that Vietnam must first withdraw its troops and disman- 
tle the Vietnam-installed puppet regime in Phnom Penh. 
On | February, Vietnam ordered its lackeys in Phnom 
Penh to loudly announce that they do not agree to the 
dissolution of the Vietnamese puppet regime in Cambo- 
dia prior to the elections which, if they have to be held, 
should be held under the control of this Vietnamese 


regime. 


All the above-mentioned remarks clearly show that Viet- 
nam’s position regarding the Cambodian issue has not 
changed. Vietnam remains firm in its strategy of swal- 
lowing Cambodia and incorporating it into an Indochi- 
nese federation. As for its proposals, such as the so-called 
national reconciliation and talks between Khmer fac- 
tions, they are merely tricks aimed at covering up the 
savage and brutal Vietnamese aggression in Cambodia 
and to enable Vietnam to avoid withdrawing its aggres- 
sive troops from Cambodia and to occupy this country 
forever. 


Can anyone hold an election in the shadow of the 
bayonets of the hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese 
aggressor troops and under the regime installed by Viet- 
nam in Cambodia? It is obvious that the people of a 
country cannot exercise their right to self-determination 
under the bayonets of hundreds of thousands of foreign 
aggressive troops. Likewise, the Cambodian people just 
cannot hold elections to decide their own future under 
the bayonets of hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese 
aggressive troops or in the prestnce of the Vietnamese 
aggressive regime. Such elections would not differ much 
from the legislative elections organized in Phnom Penh 
in the past by Vietnam. Those elected in these elections 
were none other than Vietnamese lackeys. Therefore, 
such elections would not be held by the Cambodian 
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people; they would be held and organized by Vietnam. If 
they were held by the Cambodian people, such puny, 
drunken, and traitorous men like Heng Samrin and Hun 
Sen would not have been elected. Therefore, such elec- 
tions cannot be accepted by the Cambodian people and 
Cambodian patriots. To cast a vote under such a Viet- 
namese scheme is tantamount to applying a seal of 
approval to the Vietnamese aggressive regime in Cam- 
bodia and consemiing to Vietnam’s permanent occupa- 
tion of Cambodia. 


The Cambodian people and the CGDK categorically 
hold that only by having Vietnam withdraw all its 
aggressive troops from Cambodia and conducting free 
elections in Cambodia under the supervision of a UN 
observer group according to the 8-point peace proposal 
of the CGDK can the Cambodian people enjoy the right 
to freely determine their own destiny in accordance with 
their aspiration, and can Cambodia genuinely restore its 
independence and sovereignty. If Vietnam refuses to 
withdraw all its aggressive troops from Cambodia, the 
Cambodian people, the DK National Army, and all 
patriotic Cambodian forces of the CGDK—on the 
strength of their past victories and the favorable situa- 
tion in which the aggressive Hanoi authorities are expe- 
riencing growing, all-round inextricable difficulties on 
the Cambodian battlefield, in Vietnam, and the interna- 
tional arena—will continue to strengthen the great 
national union, hold aloft the banner of combat, and 
attack the Vietnamese enemy aggressors in all forms 
until Vietnam agrees to accept the CGDK’s eight-point 
peace proposal by withdrawing all its aggressive troops 
from Cambodia and letting the Cambodian people vote 
to determine their own destiny without any external 
interference or intervention in conformity with the past 
nine relevant UN resolutions. 


Briefs 
Propaganda Session Ends 


The meeting of propaganda and education cadres 
throughout the country ended successfully on 7 February 
after proceeding for 4 days. The participants exchanged 
experiences from their past work and set forth a number 
of significant targets and measures for development of 
this work in 1988. Speaking on that occasion, Mrs Men 
Sam-an, member of the party Central Committee Polit- 
ical Bureau and chairman of the Central Organization 
Commission, highly valued the brilliant results of the 
1987 propaganda and education work. She also exhorted 
all participants to promote this work in their respective 
localities. [Summary] /Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 0430 GMT 8 Feb 88 BK] 


Laos 


Thai Troops Continue Shelling Boten District 
BK090048 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text]According to a news report from Boten District, 
from 1626 on 7 February to 0700 on 8 February the Thai 
ultrarightist reactionary troops fired nearly 100 rounds 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


of various artillery shells at positions of our regional 
armed forces in Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, Saya- 
boury Province. At the same time, they dispatched more 
reinforcements and ordered various corps to make prep- 
arations for new attacks against our armed forces’ posi- 
tions. 


Thai Plane Wreckage Displayed in Vientiane 
yy Vientiane KPL in English 0920 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 9 (KPL)—An electronic, 
unmanned Thai reconnaissance aircraft shot down by 
Lao forces in Boten District, Sayaboury Province is 
being exhibited here and drew a large crowd of Vientiane 
poputation. 


Vientiane people showed keen interest as they inspected 
samples of weaponry and personel effects of Thai sol- 
diers killed in Boten District. 


Also on display are the correct maps demarcating the 
Lao-Thai border as spelled out in the Franco-Siamese 
Protocol and Treaty signed in 1907. The forged version 
of Thai maps are also on display for the public to 
compare. 


Souban Salitthilat Presents Border ‘Facts’ 
yoy y Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 9 (KPL)}—Souban Salitthilat, 
deputy-foreign minister, yesterday morning gave 
detailed facts on Lao-Thai border delineation at the Na 
Bonoi village, Boten District, Sayaboury Province, 
where the reactionary Thai troops are currently launch- 
ing attacks. 


Speaking to newsmen, S. Salitthilat pointed out some 
relevant evidences as spelled out in the protocol attached 
to the treaty dated March 23, 1907. In his expose, he 
used the map printed by France and backed up the 
explanation by the wordings in the first chapter of the 
annexed protocol to the 1907 treaty that includes three 
articles. 


The second article reads: “Luang Prabang’s southern 
border starts from the Mekong River at the mouth of the 
Nam Heuang River and follows the latter’s thalweg until 
it reaches its source at the Khao Miang Mountain. From 
that point, the border line traces along the watershed 
dividing the Mekong and the Menam River until it 
reaches the point called Keng Phadai at the Mekong 
River which is in conformity with the border demarca- 
tion as recognized by the committee for the border 
delimitation on January 16, 1906.” 


The deputy-foreign minister then explained further 
points regarding the map version used by the Thai side. 
Here, he pointed out that to be considered as legally- 
binding, the map demarcating the border must have 
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several factors. The first factor, S. Salitthilat said, the 
map must be clearly dated. Secondly, there must be 
indication stating that the map is attached to a particular 
treaty or protocol. The third factor, he said, the map 
must bear signatures of the border delimitation commis- 
sions of both sides. 


Referring to the so-callled French map relating to the 
Nam Heuang area used and exhibited by Thailand, the 
deputy foreign minister pointed out that the map bears 
no date and there is no mention to its being attached to 
any border treaties. Thailand repeatedly declares that 
Nam Heuang Nga (the word “Nga” means branch or 
tributary) is a border delineation line. But according to 
the contents of the March 23, 1907 treaty and other 
related documents reciprocated between France and 
Siam, it clearly and irrefutably indicates that Nam 
Heuang (not its “branch”) is a border mark, S. Salitthilat 
stressed. 


He, then, pointed out some facts relating to Phou Soi 
Dao or Phou Khao Miang as it is evidently mentioned in 
many documents and backed the claim of the Lao side by 
presenting the history of the Lao Administration over 
the area of Na Bonoi Village, Boten District, Sayaboury 
Province. Here he referred to the colonial French admin- 
istration over the area which later come under the Lao 
authority. 


“Normally, Thailand builds its strategic road along the 
borderline. In this particular area, Thai strategic road is 
stretching along Nam Heuang River, and Phou Soi Dao 
Range, not Nam Heuang Nga River.” “This,” the Lao 
deputy-foreign minister points out, “in itself is a con- 
vincing proof that the disputed area was recognized by 
Thailand as Lao territory.” 


In connection with Thai Rom Klao hamlet, S. Salitthilat 
pointed out that there was no such hamlet existing on the 
Thai map. The hamlet was established in the 80's. 


“Therefore, Thailand can not use the hamlet as legal 
evidence and cannot unilaterally declare its jurisdiction 
over the the area should the 1907 Franco-Siamese treaty 
- _—— the Lao deputy-foreign minister under- 
ined. 


Commentaries on Thai Border Situation 


Heroism of Lao People Hailed 
BK070730 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 4 Feb 88 


[Unattributed commentary: “Hail Our Army and People 
in Boten District, the Land of Heroic People, for Making 
Glorious Achievements in Securely Defending Their 
Positions” 


[Text] The nibbling attacks of Lao territory in Na Bonoi 
canton, Boten District, Sayaboury Province, by the Thai 
ultrarightist reactionary armed forces have entered the 
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second month. In the past 4 days, 1-4 February, the 
fighting apparently increased in its intensity. The Thai 
ultrarightists have deployed various elite units attached 
to the Ist, 2d, and 3d Army Regions, including paramil- 
itary forces, territorial defense volunteers, border patrol 
police, and Air Force personnel armed with conven- 
tional and heavy weapons, including chemical weapons, 
(2bo0oby traps), destructive and delayed-action bombs, 
and modern F-5 jet aircraft dropping 250-kg bombs on 
and firing rockets at the positions of the Lao Armed 
Forces. They have also opened a new fighting front just 
north of Na Bonoi canton. The exchange of fire has 
intensified from only a few hours per day to all day and 
night now. Their combat command was initially headed 
by the commander of the Ist Cavalry Division but was 
subsequently delegated to the commander of the 3d 
Army Region and the Army chief of staff. Since | 
February, however, it is the acting Thai military supreme 
commander and Army commander in chief, General 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut, who has taken direct charge of 
the nibbling attacks operation. 


The launching of this new large-scale operation of aggres- 
sion and annexation clearly displays the most notorious 
warmongering nature of the Thai ultrarightist reaction- 
ary armed forces who have fired all sorts of artillery 
shells at and have dropped bombs from their modern F-5 
jet aircraft on Lao positions, aimed at completely wiping 
out the armed forces and people of Boten District within 
2 days. But this operation fails to dampen the determi- 
nation of the Boten armed forces and people who never 
fear firepower or bombing. 


Our Boten armed forces and people are majestically 
holding their positions on our beloved and cherished 
fatherland and have managed to put out of action a large 
number of enemy soldiers and to shoot down many 
enemy aircraft. In the past 4 days, the armed forces and 
people of Boten, the land of heroic people, have dealt the 
strongest and heaviest blows to the large-scale operation 
of Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, forcing the enemy forces 
to flee several positions. 


To cover up their painful and shameful defeat, on 3 
February a Thai Army spokesman told a press briefing 
that they had retaken many positions from Lao soldiers. 
Of course, this is a lie designed to boost the fighting 
morale of their troops. The truth is that they have been 
dealt heavy blows by the armed forces and people of 
Boten District. 


The outstanding heroic deeds of the armed forces and 
people of Boten District clearly display their persever- 
ance and tenacity in overcoming all obstacles and mak- 
ing any sacrifice for the just cause of defending our own 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. These deeds also 
display the tradition of heroism created by the heroic 
LPA, as well as the great unity of the rear in rendering 
full support to the frontline and the unification of the 
people of all tribes throughout the country. 
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We wholeheartedly hail our armed forces and people in 
Boten District, the land of heroic people, for their 
glorious achievements in securely defending their posi- 
tions, putting a large number of enemy soldiers out of 
action, and forcing the rest of them to flee helter-skelter. 
Your heroic deeds in ardently resisting the aggression 
launched by the foreign enemies will be recorded forever 
in the golden annals of our nation as well as those of the 
heroic LPA. Our armed forces and people of Boten 
District deserve to be praised as gallant heroes and to 
carry the banner of those who are faithful to the nation, 
party, and Lao people of all tribes. 


Though suffering a series of ignominious defeats in their 
quest to annex our territory in Na Bonoi canton, the 
Thai ultrarightist reactionary forces will become even 
more notorious and bellicose. The intensity of fighting 
will eventually increase with every passing day. The 
enemies will certainly bring in more reinforcements with 
more destructive weapons to escalate their aggression. 


We firmly believe that with their sense of revolutionary 
enthusiasm and heroism to overcome all obstacles, as 
well as a fearlessness of making sacrifices, our armed 
forces and people in Boten District will continue meting 
out even heavier punishment on the warmongers who 
are trying to annex our Lao territory, thereby securely 
defending their positions. 


Thai Minister’s Role Analyzed 
BK071652 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 31 Jan 88 


(Unattributed commentary: “To Be Willing To Hold 
Talks or To Avoid Talks?”’} 


[Text] Even before Thai troops were sent to annex Lao 
territory in Na Bonoi canton of Boten District, Saya- 
boury Province, the Lao side has always firmly adhered 
to its principle of resolving all problems pertaining to 
Thai-Lao relations through negotiations. Unfortunately, 
the Thai side has been indifferent to the Lao side’s 
reasonable proposal. Moreover, the Thai side has inten- 
sified and increased its military aggression and annex- 
ation of Lao territory, plunging Lao-Thai relations into 
tension. In any event, the Lao side has not yet lessened 
its search for a way to peacefully solve the existing 
problems between the two countries. 


To continue its tireless effort, on 25 January the LPDR 
Government issued a statement demonstrating its con- 
structive spirit by calling on the Thai side to respond 
positively to its good-willed proposal for talks to benefit 
the traditional friendship between the two countries and 
the interests of the Lao and Thai peoples, and to elimi- 
nate the cause of the bloodshed of the fraternal Thai 
people as quickly as possible. The Lao side has proudly 
declared its readiness to send its delegation to Bangkok 
in early February or to welcome a Thai delegation in 
Vientiane in the event the Thai side is unable to receive 
the Lao delegation. The constructive, good-willed, and 
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reasonable Lao proposal has won the support of justice- 
loving people in Thailand, who are calling on the Thai 
side to hold negotiations with the Lao side soon. 


Thai Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawet- 
sila, pressured by said public opinion, had to state that 
he himself was willing to meet and hold talks with Lao 
Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut. On 29 January, the 
Thai charge d’affaires in Vientiane verbally informed the 
Lao foreign minister about the Thai side’s willingness to 
welcome the Lao delegation in Bangkok. However, pub- 
lic opinion was still suspicious of Sitthi Sawetsila’s 
willingness to meet Phoun Sipaseut because on 29 Jan- 
uary, Niran Phanuphong, Thai ambassador to Laos, told 
reporters in Vientiane that the Thai side is willing to 
welcome Phoun Sipaseut in Bangkok. However, the Thai 
side would not send an invitation for Phoun Sipaseut to 
visit Bangkok. If he happened to stop over in Bangkok, 
he would be welcomed as a visitor to Thailand, not as a 
delegate to negotiations. 


If that is the case, what did Sitthi Sawetsila mean when 
he said that he himself was willing to meet and hold talks 
with Phoun Sipaseut? Is it possibly that Sitthi Sawetsila’s 
witerance was aimed at deceiving public opinion and 
concealing his ill intention to avoid negotiations? During 
a recent interview with THE NATION newspaper, Sitthi 
Sawetsila said that Thailand will not hold peaceful 
negotiations with Laos over the border conflict. Prasong 
Sunsiri, secretary general of the Thai prime minister’s 
office, in his speech delivered at a Bangkok university on 
30 January, stressed that there would be no negotiations 
with Laos if the agenda of such a meeting was not laid 
down in advance. This means the Thai side still firmly 
clings to its sternest demand for the withdrawal of Lao 
troops from Lao territory as a precondition for opening 
talks with the Lao side. 


For this reason, public opinion is suspicious of Sitthi 
Sawetsila’s statement regarding his willingness to hold 
talks with Lao Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut. The 
Thai people believe that Sitthi Sawetsila simply said 
something to conceal his intention of avoiding talks with 
his Lao counterpart or postponing talks to buy more time 
to grasp advantages on the battlefield before coming to 
the negotiating table. Such a hope can never be realized. 
Because of his dream of military victory, Sitthi Sawet- 
sila, during an interview in Bangkok, voiced his strong 
support for the Thai Army commander’s plan to use 
drastic actions against Lao troops, who are resolutely 
fighting the aggressors to defend their beloved land in the 
vicinity Na Bonoi canton. 


All of these things have exposed Sitthi Sawetsila’s capri- 
ciousness, insincerity, and intention to avoid talks as 
well as his irresponsible attitude toward solving the 
problems in Lao-Thai relations. Considering his capri- 
ciousness, lack of responsibility in his capacity as foreign 
minister, and unwillingness and failure to completely 
solve the problems with neighboring countries, Thai 
public opinion suggests that he resign from his post as 
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head of the Thai diplomats and find a new job. It is 
obvious that the Thai civilized people of all strata do not 
agree with the way Sitthi Sawetsila does his work. They 
maintain that in the newly changed international situa- 
tion, his attempt to avoid and postpone dialogue is not 
conducive to the improvement of fraternal and good 
neighborly relations between the two countries and 
opposes the aspirations of the Lao and Thai peoples and 
the trend toward peace in the region and the world, thus 
impairing the prestige and dignity of Thailand, a civi- 
lized country since time immemorial. 


If Sitthi Sawetsila really wants to hold talks with Lao 
Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut, he should send an 
official invitation to the Lao Government for consider- 
ation. This will prove his willingness to hold talks to 
improve and quickly normalize the fraternal relations 
and good neighborliness between the two countries. 
Otherwise, the general public will regard his utterances 
as merely deceitful propaganda to conceal his intention 
to avoid and delay talks. 


Sitthi’s Attitude Criticized 
BK081105 Vientiane KPL in English 
0909 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 8 (KPL)—The daily PASA- 
SON today comments on a stubbornly negative attitude 
maintained by Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
with regard to the holding of Thai-Lao talks for the 
peaceful settlement of border disputes. 


The Thai armed aggression of Lao Boten District, north- 
western Sayaboury Province, with the use of all 
advanced types of weapons has created profound con- 
cern world-wide. “Despite a broad public call for a 
peaceful solution of the disputes including the UN 
secretary general’s in his messages to the Lao and Thai 
foreign ministers, Sitthi Sawetsila, foreign minister of 
Thailand, did not change his stance,” PASASON notes, 
adding that such irresponsible attitude clearly attests to 
the fact that the Thai foreign minister is hoping to gain 
some benefit from a prolongation of the Lao-Thai border 
disputes. “Somehow, he is quite clever, because he could 
pull some senior Thai officials’ leg in line with his hidden 
ambition,” PASASON adds. 


The daily paper further stresses that the selfish practice 
by the Thai diplomatic head was executed without taking 
into consideration the interests of the Thai people and 
the Thai national dignity. “The escalation of armed 
conflict will further shed more tears and blood among 
the Thai people, and hence deteriorating the time-hon- 
oured Lao-Thai relations and peace, stability and secu- 
rity in this region and the world over,” PASASON 
underlines. The continual maintenance of stubbornness 
by the Thai foreign minister does not serve the strong 
desire of the Thai people, but his own ambitious 
schemes. It also runs counter to the epochal trend 
prevailing in the world. “Due to this fact, the Lao people 
earnestly appeal to the Thai people and the world peace 
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and progress loving peoples to further exert their efforts 
to help materialisze the holding of Lao-Thai talks in 
accordance with the Lao proposal dated January 25, for 
peace and security in this region and the world at large,” 
PASASON concludes. 


Dignity of Thai Military Questioned 
BK080552 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 


0430 GMT 4 Feb 88 


(Unattributed commentary: “Is it Worth Their Dignity 
for Thai Armed Forces To Attack Lao Regional Armed 
Forces?”’} 


[Text] The Lao side’s proposal for talks to settle the 
Lao-Thai disputes as announced in the LPDR Govern- 
ment’s statement on 25 January has proved the 
unchanged good intentions of the Lao side which has 
always wished to settle the problem of disputes between 
Laos and Thailand through peaceful means on the basis 
of the joint statements of 1979 which is in conformity 
with the common trend of the era as well as with the 
aspirations of the two peoples of Laos and Thailand. It is 
regrettable that the good intentions of the Lao side have 
not received a positive response from the Thai side. 
Moreover, the ultrarightist reactionaries in the Thai 
ruling circles have even stepped up acts in a manner 
which has worsened and made the disputes become a 
major problem, the disputes which actually could be 
settled through talks. They have also tried to keep the 
Thai people in continual misunderstanding about Laos 
with a view to deceiving them into taking part in acts of 
opposing the LPDR in accordance with their plot. 


Throughout the recent past, the Lao side has tried its 
utmost to practice restraint and limit the use of military 
forces to the lowest level. It has resorted to using the 
regional armed forces only because it does not want the 
disputes to spread into a major problem that would lead 
to the useless loss of blood and life. But, on the contrary, 
the Thai side has even striven to step up acts of deteri- 
Orating the disputes to an ever dangerous extent. It has 
dispatched a large number of troops, weapons, and other 
military equipment, including those from the infantry, 
artillery, and air force corps with jet bombers, to launch 
large-scale attacks in Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, 
Sayaboury Province. Leading persons in the Thai Gov- 
ernment and armed forces have openly been involved in 
this issue. The Thai Army commander in chief himself, 
who is also acting armed forces supreme commander, 
even said in his press interview on 2 February that they 
would try to drive the Lao troops out of the areas in Na 
Bonoi canton within 2 days. 


The intensified military activities of the Thai ultraright- 
ist reactionaries, together with the statements of high- 
ranking Thai officials of the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
and of the Army, have proved the aggressive designs of 
the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries against the LPDR. 
Along with the use of military forces, they have launched 
propaganda campaigns aimed at instigating the Thai 
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people to maintain misunderstanding toward Laos. They 
have also mobilized a number of ill-intentioned elements 
to organize farces by holding demonstrations to protest 
against Laos. Nevertheless, no matter how they have 
striven to sow division between the Lao and the Thai 
peoples, who have the time-honored tradition of mutual 
love, most Thai people have understood well that the 
Lao people maintain a pure and sincere spirit toward 
friends. This belief in tradition has led to the saying: The 
Lao people love friends and maintain justice. Past his- 
tory has also shown the fact that Laos has never staged 
any aggression against anyone. As for the Thai ultraright- 
ist reactionaries, they have always taken advantage of 
having a big country as their supporter to pressure a 
smaller country as is seen through their acts against Laos 
at present. An example of this was during World War II 
when they first announced they were siding with Japan, 
but later turned to side with the allied countries when 
they saw that Japan was about to be defeated. They then 
dispatched Thai troops to fight together with the aggres- 
sors in the Korea war and the Indochina war. Now, they 
have shown themselves to be powerful and flung threats 
at Laos and Cambodia. 


The progressive people of various classes in Thailand 
have been concerned over the Thai ultrarightist reaction- 
ary troops’ acts of escalation. They believe that such acts 
have not brought any good result to the Thai nation and 
people and that, on the contrary, they will only bring a 
bad reputation to Thailand, as a big country, for invad- 
ing a smaller and less developed country like Laos. It is 
also considered a big shame before the world for the Thai 
officer at the level of armed forces supreme commander 
to directly supervise his modern armed forces in attack- 
ing the Lao regional armed forces with much less man- 
power and not equipped with modern weapons. It is 
therefore worth taking into consideration that whether 
or not the Thai armed forces, which are trusted and 
regarded by the Thai people as strong and modern armed 
forces, have performed in a manner worthy of their 


dignity. 


Article Praises ‘I-san People’ 
BK081125 Vientiane KPL in English 
0915 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 8 (KPL)—Although Laos is 
small and the Lao people few, they are proud of being 
new Lao living in the Lao PDR and building socialism, 
writes an article published today in PASASON. 


The article continues: 


“Unlike their ancestors 200 years before, the Lao today 
will never allow anybody to grab even a foot of their 
sacred land nor allow anybody to despise the Lao blood. 
Therefore the Lao people clearly understand that the 
recent scorn directed against the Lao nation did not only 
hurt Lao people living in the Lao PDR but also those 
who share with them Lao blood. The Lao people today 
have all the sympathy toward their brothers living on the 
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other side of the Mekong, known as ‘I-san people,’ 
people from north-east of Thailand but more generally 
called ‘Lao I-san’ in Bangkok.” 


The article adds: 


“Although ‘I-san people’ represent 60 percent of Thai 
population, they only have 3 percent of the national 
budget for education. The annual income of ‘I-san peo- 
ple’ is the lowest in Thailand... [People in] Sisaket, 
Mukdahan and Kalasin Provinces have a monthly 
income of about 500 baht while their fellows living in 
Bangkok spent daily the same amount or mostly more... 
There are at present 6 million ‘I-san people’ who live in 
miserable conditions, out of 3 million children who 
[word indistinct] of hunger, 61 percent are in the ‘I-san 
region,’ and out of one million prostitutes in Thailand 40 
percent come from I-san land. In 1980, a census revaled 
that 20 percent of the population of ‘I-san’ (there are 20 
million) are illiterate. Out of 15 state universities in 
Thailand only one is located in Khon Kaen while there 
are 11 in Bangkok. 


“Worse is the I-san culture, tradition and language which 
have become a subject of satire and are daily despised by 
Thai people...” the article concluded. 


Foreign Troops Claim Denied 
BK08 1459 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0600 GMT 4 Feb 88 


(From the “Political Feature Program”) 


[Text] Dear listeners: Let me tell you about the current 
situation and the fighting in Boten District. The Thai 
ultrarightist reactionaries know that the morale of their 
soldiers continues to decline. To deceive the Thai people 
and world public, the Thai top brass shamelessly told 
Thai mass media that the Lao side has been assisted by 
foreign troops in fighting in Boten District. Thai radio 
said this morning that Cuban mercenary battalions and 
Vietnamese divisions are helping the Lao troops fight in 
the vicinity of Na Bonoi canton in Boten District, 
Sayaboury Province. 


This is incredible, impossible, and very ridiculous 
because not even a single foreign soldier is in the 
battlefield in Boten District. It is our regional armed 
forces of Boten District who have been countering the 
Thai ultrarightist reactionary soldiers despite the fact 
that the latter are more numerous and carry better 
weapons. Our outnumbered fraternal combatants with 
less modern weapons have been able to cope with their 
aggression. This has vividly proved the strength and the 
spirit of heroism of our fraternal regional armed forces of 
Boten District. 


It is certainly not wise for the Thai military leaders to 
compare their weak soldiers with our Lao combatants. 
This is because Thai soldiers are very greedy about 
money. In peacetime, they fool around in brothels, 
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nightclubs, and bars smoking opium and marijuana. 
Thus they are weak. How can they be dragged out of 
brothels and gambling dens to fight a war? They lack 
combat readiness. They cannot be compared with our 
strong and well-disciplined soldiers who form our gallant 
army with its time-honored heroic tradition. Our 
regional armed forces, including new conscripts, have 
maintained their noble spirit of patriotism. They are 
fighting to defend their land, not to launch aggression 
against another country. Therefore, their strength 
increases with every passing day while their hatred for 
the enemy grows. The more they attack us the stronger 
our soldiers become. We will certainly be victorious. 
However, since the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries and 
their grandiose armed forces under the direct command 
of their supreme commander are so determined to annex 
our territory, our regional armed forces in Boten District 
will certainly come across some difficulties. However, 
the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries will eventually be 
defeated and our regional armed forces will be victori- 
ous. 


They claim that Cuban and Vietnamese troops are 
supporting and helping our Lao soldiers in the battlefield 
in Na Bonoi canton of Boten District. They are not 
ashamed 10 say that the effective use of weapons and 
accurate artillery shelling were the work of foreign 
troops, not Lao soldiers. They have to say such things to 
conceal their weakness and to deceive the fraternal Thai 
people to allow their beloved sons and nephews to die in 
the battlefield for them. They do not want the world to 
know about the weakness and poor discipline of their 
soldiers and the fact that they have already used all of 
their potential but are unable to defeat our regional 
armed forces. They will lose face if they let the general 
public know that they have mobilized troops from dif- 
ferent regions, warplanes, and tanks to fight a smaller 
force like our regional armed forces to no avail. 


Their supreme commander, Chawalit Yongchaiyut, has 
been directing their troops in the fighting. He is reported 
to have come to the front line today. Every attempt made 
to defeat the Lao regional armed forces thus far has been 
foiled. The Thai soldiers have been counterattacked and 
dispersed in disarray every time they launch an assault. 
It is a pity. No one can help them because they have 
refused to hold talks with the Lao side to settle the 
conflict through peaceful means. 


Worse still, they have even accused Laos’ allies such as 
Cuba and Vietnam of having sent their soldiers to help 
Laos. Such an accusation can only have been made by a 
retarded person. They also said that Lao soldiers have no 
abilities and are unable to fire artillery shells so accurate- 
ly. This is what the people whose heads are filled with 
pan-Thaist doctrine tend to believe. It is their habit to 
look down upon other people and think that they can 
defeat anyone with their strong muscles. But when they 
fail to subdue us, a smaller country, they have to say that 
someone is helping us. This is nonsense because our 
regional armed forces are strong enough to resist Thai 
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military aggression. We have no need to call for assis- 
tance from the fraternal Cuban or Vietnamese Armies. 
No one believes such an impossible story. 


It is obvious that the Thai military leaders like to look 
down upon other people and think that they are the only 
people who are strong. This is very ridiculous. They 
probably are not aware of the fact that the LPA and every 
Lao person has been tested and tempered by the flames 
of war for 30 years before the liberation of their coun- 
try—during which they should have witnessed the spirit 
of heroism and abilities of the LPA. Even the imperial- 
ists [words indistinct] Lao soil who are a hundred times 
stronger than Thailand were driven out of Lao soil. They 
do not accept the fact that has already been proved to 
them. 


Since 1975, the LPA has developed and become a strong 
army with well-disciplined combatants. Unlike the Thai 
reactionary soldiers, in time of war, we fight. In peace, 
we maintain our combat readiness and regularly undergo 
military training. It is a real insult when they say that we 
are not capable enough to do this or that. In the battle- 
field, the regional armed forces of Boten District have 
counterattacked and inflicted heavy casualties in terms 
of [word indistinct], weapons, and manpower on them 
whenever they have attacked our positions. We have 
painfully and shamefully punished them. 


Kaysone Phomvihan Meets History Groups 
BK081045 Vientiane KPL in Englis 
0900 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 8 (KPL)—Kaysone Phomvi- 
han, general secretary of the LPRP CC, chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, received on February 6 here dele- 
gations of the Institutes for the Study of Party History of 
Vietnam and Kampuchea respectively led by its Direc- 
tors Nguyen Van Phung and Chey Saphon who are on a 
working visit here. 


The talks proceeded in a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
Kaysone Phomvihan, on this occasion, hailed the partic- 
ipants of this conference for the study of the parties 
history by qualifying it as an important step in promot- 
ing mutual cooperation among the three fraternal parties 
in studying the history of the Indochinese Communist 
Party. He also added that this conference will help each 
side to better understand the development of the ability 
in Organising and in leading of each party in the period of 
socialist construction. 


The Lao party general secretary finally wished the dele- 
gations new and still greater in its works. [sentence as 
received] 


Party aay Conference Ends 
BK081057 Vientiane KPL in English 
0903 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 8 (KPL)—The Conference 
on the Study of Parties’ Histories of Laos, Vietnam and 
Kampuchea was closed here today after two days of 
sitting. 
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This conference, the first of its kind, was attended by Lao 
delegation of the Commission for the Study of the 
History of the LPRP led by its director, Sisana Sisan. 
The Vietnamese delegation was led by Nguyen Van 
Phung, head of the Institute for the Study of the History 
of the CPV and the Kampuchean delegation led by Chey 
Saphon, head of the Institute for the Study of the History 
of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea. 


The delegations studied on this occasion the evolution 
and development of the Indochinese Communist Party 
in the past and the present development of the parties of 
Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea. 


The delegations unanimously agreed on a programme of 
cooperations in the study of the history of the parties. 


Addressing the closing ceremony, Sisana Sisan highly 
assessed the success of the conference by saying that it is 
a hallmark for a new development of mutual cooperation 
in the study of the parties histories. He also added that 
this conference aimed to boost all parties to carry out a 
more profound study of its parties. 


Kaysone Phomvihan Receives Soviet Delegation 
BK061112 Vientiane KPL in English 
0900 GMT 6 Feb 88 


(Text) Vientiane, February 6 (KPL)—Kaysone Phomvi- 
han, general secretary of the LPRP CC, chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, received here on February 5 a high 
level Soviet military delegation led by Gen. Lizichev 
Aleksey Dmitriyevich, member of the CPSU CC, mem- 
ber of the Supreme Soviet, head of the General Political 
Department of the Armed Forces and Navy Chief Com- 
mander of the USSR, who is paying an official friendly 
visit to Laos at the invitation of the General Political 
Department of the Lao People’s Army. 


During the friendly talk, Kaysone Phomvihan warmly 
welcomed the Soviet military delegation and considered 
its as a friendship [as received], comprehensive cooper- 
ation between the parties, governments and peoples as 
well as between the armies of the two countries. 


Kaysone Phomvihan, on this occasion, informed the 
Soviet military delegation about multifaceted achieve- 
ments obtained by the Lao Army and people in the cause 
of national defence and socialist construction. 


Gen. Lizichev Aleksey Dmitriyevich hailed the Lao 
Army’s and people’s achievements and expressed his 
conviction on further development of mutual coopera- 
tion and assistance between the armies and peoples of 
the two countries for safeguard of peace and socialism. 


- Ambassador of the Soviet Union to Laos, Yuriy Mikhe- 
yev was also present at the meeting. The high level Soviet 
military delegation left here today. 
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Ends 3-Day Visit 
BK080314 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 7 Feb 8&8 


[Text] On the morning of 6 February, a delegation of the 
Soviet Army General Political Department led by Gen- 
eral Aleksey Dmitriyevich Lizichev, member of the 
CPSU Central Committee, member of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, and head of the General Political 
Department of the Soviet Army and Navy, left Vientiane 
after ending a 3-day friendship visit to our country at an 
invitation of the LPA General Political Department. 


During its stay in Laos, the delegation paid a courtesy 
call on General Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan and Gen- 
eral Khamtai Siphandon. It also held mourning for the 
fallen Lao fighters and heroes. In addition, it held a 
meeting with a high-ranking Lao military delegation to 
exchange lessons in the political affairs sphere in the 
ranks of the LPA. 


KPL Reports Soviet Message of Support 
BK061257 Vientiane KPL in English 
0910 GMT 6 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 6 (KPL)—The Soviet Society 
for Friendship and Cultural Relations With Foreign 
Countries and the Soviet-Lao Friendship Association 
recently expressed in a statement its concern and 
demanded the Thai side to positively respond to Lao 
proposals to peacefully settle the armed dispute at the 
Lao-Thai border. The statement sent to the Lao-Soviet 
Friendship Association says: 


“On behalf on the entire Soviet people, we are extremely 
concerned over the worsening of the armed confronta- 
tion at the Lao-Thai border since December 15 last year. 
Thai reactionary troops gravely violated the Lao sover- 
eignty by pounding Lao territory with heavy artillery and 
by air-raids causing tremendous prejudice to Lao civil- 
ians living in the region... These acts run counter to the 
global trend of transforming the region of Southeast Asia 
into a region of peace, security, stability and cooperation 
and the global trend of promoting detente in the world. 


“The Soviet people and the Soviet society strongly and 
fully support the Lao government's statement demand- 
ing the Thai side to resume talks and peacefully settle the 
border conflict by peaceful means. The Soviet people 
express solidarity with the Lao people in demanding the 
Thai side to unconditionally and immediately put an end 
to such bloodshed activities, to solve the problems by 
negotiation in order to renormalize the relations of 
friendship and true neighbourliness between the two 
countries for the interest of the peoples of the two 
countries,” emphasised the statement. 
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Phoumi V: 
BK081135 Vientiane KPL in English 09229 GMT 
8 Feb 88 


ongvichit Meets With French Envoy 


[Text] Vientiane, February 8 (KPL)}—The French 
Ambassador to the Lao PDR Mr Marc Menguy said here 
that his government supports the Lao Government and 
people’s stance for a peaceful settlement of Lao-Thai 
military disputes occurring in Lao Boten District, north- 
western Sayaboury Province. 


French ambassador, Marc Menguy, stated this during his 
meeting here today with Phoumi Vongvichit, acting- 
president of the Lao PDR, vice-president Council of 
Ministers and president of the Lao Front for National 
Construction Central Committee. 


The French ambassador further added that the French 
Government will deploy all its efforts to find out and to 
hand over to Laos factual data, particularly detailed 
documents and maps related to the border delimitation 
for the benefits of the coming Lao-Thai talks for an 
immediate end of border disputes. 


For his part, the acting-president expressed thanks to the 
French ambassador and to all who are keen on the 
settlement of the problems by peaceful means. He also 
expressed thanks for French cultural and economic assis- 
tance to Laos. 


A discussion which proceded in a cordial atmosphere 
was also focussed around bilateral cooperation on cul- 
ture and economy. 


Leaders Greet New Zealand National Day 
BK061322 Vientiane KPL in English 
0907 GMT 6 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 6 (KPL)}—Phoumi Vongvi- 

chit, acting president of the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic, has cabled the following message to Hon D.R. 

a pee minister, minister of education of New 
and: 


“Your Excellency, 


I have the pleasure on behalf of the government, the 
people of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and on 
my own behalf in extending my congratulations and best 
wishes to your excellency, to the government and to the 
people of New Zealand on occasion of the New Zealand 
national day. 


It is my hope that the friendly ties between our two 
countries will be furthermore strengthened over the 
coming year.“ 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


On the same occasion, Phoun Sipaseut, vice-chairman of 
the Council of Ministers and minister for foreign affairs 
of the Lao PDR, also sent warm greetings to Hon C.R. 
Marshall, minister of foreign affairs, minister for disar- 
mament and arms control of New Zealand. 


Briefs 


PRK Cultural Cooperation 


Vientiane, February 7 (KPL)}—A protocol on cultural 
cooperation between the Lao PDR and the P.R. of 
Kampuchea was signed here on February 4. According to 
the protocol, the two countries will increase the exchange 
in the fields of culture, sport, publication, cimematogra- 
phy as well as the exchange of cultural workers between 
twinned provinces. The signatory on the Lao side was 
Thongsing Thammavong, member of the LPRP CC, 
minister of culture, and on the Kampuchean side was 
Chhen Phone, alternate member of the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party of Kampuchea, minister of propaganda 
and culture. The Kampuchean delegation left for home 
on February 5 ending its week-long visit to Lao. [Text] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0905 GMT 7 Feb 88 BK] 


Philippines 


Lower House Split Over U.S. Bases Issue 
HK060835 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
5 Feb 88 pp 1, 14 


[By Rod L. Villa Jr} 


{Excerpt] The 192-member House of Representatives 
was split yesterday on whether or not to retain the 
United States military bases, but was unanimous in 
calling for an increase in rentals of these military facili- 
ties. 


Speaker Ramon V. Mitra Jr. led administration con- 
gressmen in urging the ouster of the bases while Minority 
Floor Leader Rodolfo Albano (KBL, Isabela) and many 
independents moved for their retention. 


But both leaders, reflecting the position of their blocs, 
stressed that the Philippines should get what it deserves 
in rental and other forms of compensation comparable 
to amounts received by other nations hosting U-S. bases. 


Congress leaders prodded the joint executive-legislative 
study committee to hasten preparations to strengthen the 
Philippine position in the forthcoming bases agreement 
renegotiations even as it activated a special House study 
group to quarterback the talks. 


Mitra said the House is ready to send representatives to 
the talks should President Aquino find it desirable to do 


so. [passage omitted] 
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Laurel Urges Referendum 
HK080553 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0500 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Vice President Salvador Laurel has called for 
holding a nationwide referendum to determine whether 
the R.P. [Republic of the Philippines}]-U.S. bases agree- 
ment should be ended or extended. He said in this way a 
decision can be reached based on the people’s wishes. 
Laurel said this during an open forum after his address at 
a special St Thomas More convocation during the 370th 
anniversary of the University of Santo Tomas. 


Ransom Paid for Release of Korean Workers 
yy Manila PNA in English 1025 GMT 


ext} Laoag, Philippines, Feb. 9 (PNA/OANA)—A 
th Korean construction company paid 15 million 
pesos (750,000 US dollars) to communist guerillas in 
northern Philippines for the release last Feb. 6 of two 
South Korean workers held hostage, according to a 
military officer here. 


Army Intelligence officer Capt. Dan Derayunan said the 
ransom money was one of the demands of the commu- 
nist New People’s Army (NPA) from Hanil Develop- 
ment Company, a South Korean construction firm 
undertaking infrastructure projects in the Philippines. 


The NPA, which claims to have some 25,000 armed men 
throughout the country, is the dreaded armed wing of the 
banned Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). 


The ransom money demanded by the NPA was actually 
a. the army officer said in his report to his command- 

ng officer, Brig. Gen. Manuel Dizon of the Army’s 
Third Infantry Bi Brigade. 


The report belied earlier claims by the military that no 
ransom was paid to the guerillas in exchange for the 
freedom of South Korean engineer Choi Sung-kwo and 
construction foreman Han Book-so. 


The two, who alleged they were tortured by the rebels 
since taken hostage Nov. 10 last year, flew to Seoul on 
board Korean Air Lines Monday. 


Captain Derayunan said the ransom was one of the 
so-called revolutionary taxes imposed by the commu- 
nists on business firms, local and foreign, operating in 
the Philippines. 

It was resorted to because the countryside 

could no longer support the guerillas, he added. 


The two South Koreans were freed in the afternoon of 
Feb. 6 in one of the remote villages in the northern 
Philippine provirce of Ilocos Norte. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The junior military officer said the kidnappers had been 
trailed by the intelligence operatives who could not 
mount a lightning rescue operation, fearing the two 
captive Koreans might be hit in the crossfire. 


He said they could have staged the rescue operations late 
last year but were refrained by religious groups and the 
South Korean construction company representatives 
negotiating with the dissidents. 


Other rebel demands for the freedom of the two Koreans 
included video equipment, a portable generator and 
other logistical supplies from the Korean firm. 


According to Captain Derayunan, Army Scout Rangers 
seized various electronics equipment given by the Hanil 
Development Company when they overran a rebel camp 
in Ilocos Norte Province on Nov. 24 last year. 


Clandestine Rebel Radio Calls for ‘Coalition’ 
yy Hong Kong AFP in English 0900 GMT 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Manila, Feb 9 (AFP)}—Clandestine broadcasters 
claiming to speak for communist rebels Monday called 
for the establishment of a coalition government with 
President Corazon Aquino to prevent a civil war. 


During a four-hour broadcast monitored by an 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE correspondent in Dipolog 
City in Mirdanao island, the spokesman said the com- 
munist-controlled National Democratic Front (NDF) is 
prepared to join the political mainstream if allowed to 
“share power” with the government under a “collective 
leadership.” 


The spokesmen said Mrs. Aquino should agree to a 
coalition to avert further bloodshed and accused her of 
putting the Armed Forces “on a warpath” and leading 
the country to the brink of civil war with a “militarist” 
policy. 


The authenticity of the broadcast, which had 15-minute 
breaks every hour, could not be immediately established. 


During the broadcast, a man who called himself Rafael 
Rojo and a woman named Ligaya Magtanggol claimed to 
be spokesmen for Voice of the Free Philippines, also 
known as Radio Sierra Madre. 


The broadcast was monitored between 6:00 pm and 
10:00 pm (1000 to 1400 GMT) on an unused FM 
frequency. The clandestine station earlier made two 
broadcasts on Luzon island using the same station name. 


Military technicians in Mindanao said the broadcast was 

beamed from a ship sailing at 12 knots between Dipolog 

= — , roughly 650 kilometers (404 miles) south of 
anila. 
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The rebel National Democratic Front (NDF) first pro- 
posed a coalition government during peace talks that 
collapsed in January 1987. Mrs. Aquino rejected the 
proposal and ordered an all-out war after the talks. 


Meanwhile, military officers in southeastern Mindanao 
said about 100 communist guerillas wiped out a team of 
10 soldiers and civilian volunteers guarding special local 
polls in two remote precincts Monday. 


The ambush occurred near a schoolhouse outside Santa 
Cruz town in Davao del Sur province, where voters of 
two hinterland precincts were casting ballots, provincial 
security chief Lieutenant Colonel Jesus Magno said. 


The special vote was held because unidentified armed 
men snatched the ballot boxes of the precints during the 
January 18th elections for provincial, city and town 
executives. 


NPA Kill 10 Davao Special Local Poll Guards 
ye Hong Kong AFP in English 0524 GMT 
9 Fe 


[Text] Davao, Philippines, Feb 9 (AFP)}—An estimated 
100 communist guerrillas have wiped out a team of 10 
soldiers and civilian volunteers guarding special local 
polls near this southern capital, police said Tuesday. 


The ambush occurred Monday near a schoolhouse out- 
side Santa Cruz town in Davao del Sur Province where 
voters of two hinterland precincts were casting ballots, 
provincial security chief Lieutenant Colonel Jesus 
Magno said. 


Seven troopers of the paramilitary Constabulary, a mem- 
ber of the civilian militia and two local vigilantes were 
killed and an undetermined number of new People’s 
Army (NPA) guerrillas were believed hit as traces of 
blood were found in their ambush positions, he said. 


The special vote was held because unidentified armed 
men had snatched the ballot boxes of the precincts 
during the January 18 regular elections for provincial, 
city and town executives. 


The victims were part of a 90-man force deployed 
around the precincts to protect the vote, Lt. Col. Magno 
said. 


Military Concentrates Hunt for NPA Leader 
HK090933 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 9 Feb 88 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The military says it is now concentrating its 
efforts on the hunt for Romuio Kintanar, presumed 
leader of the New People’s Army, who reportedly has 
been moving in and out of Metro Manila for the last 
three months. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Kintanar is believed to have assumed the NPA leader- 
ship after the capture in 1978 of NPA founder Bernabe 
Buscayno, better known as Kumander [Commander] 
Dante. 


Dante, now identified with the legal Left, was released 
along with hundreds of other political detainees shortly 
after the new Government came to power in 1986. He 
ran and lost in the senatorial elections last May. Col. 
Oscar Florendo, Armed Forces spokesman, said infor- 
mation received by the military indicated Kintanar had 
alternately stayed in at least seven rebel safe houses in 
Metro Manila, Bulacan and Laguna. 


Kintanar apparently was supervising the buildup of rebel 
forces in Metro Manila and its environs, Florendo said. 


Aside from leading the NPA, military arm of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines [CCP], Kintanar is 
believed to head the CPP’s military commission. 


The military also lists him as No. 8 in the 25-member 
central committee of the CPP. 


Camp Aguinaldo sources said Kintanar could have gone 
to Metro Manila for another purpose: to hunt down 
Benjamin de Vera, another alleged CPP central commit- 
tee member, who is said to have absconded [with] 
“revolutionary funds” intended for rebel guerrillas in 
Mindanao. 


Earlier, the military indicated it was trying to track down 
three other ranking members of the CPP-NPA after a 
series of raids last week that netted 30 people, 20 of them 
suspected to be ranking CPP-NPA members. 


Only 16 of those captured remain under detention. The 
others have been released. 


The three still being hunted were identified as Arturo 
Tabara, alleged chairman of the CPP Visayas Comission 
and husband of Veronica Parco-Tabara, one of those 
captured last week; Ruben Balistoy, alleged head of the 
Samar Island Party committee and husband of another 
captured rebel suspect, Wilhelmina Balistoy; and Feli- 
mon Lagman, said to be the head of the CPP-NPA Alex 
Boncayao Brigade. “We will be lucky if we could get 
them.” Florendo said, adding that they must have taken 
“extra security measures” after the fall of their col- 


leagues. 


The military said the intelligence men were assisted in 
the hunt by civilian volunteers, captured rebels and 
“deep-penetration agents” within the rebel ranks. 


Charges of “‘illegai possession of firearms and explosives 
in the furtherance of rebellion” were filed yesterday 
against former priest Rustico Tan, Wilhelmina Balistoy 
and Teddy Medina before the Makati fiscal’s office. 
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The three are among the 16 still under detention. The 13 
other detainees have already been charged in various 
fiscal’s offices. 


Charges against Tan and Medina were delayed because 
the papers were prepared only last Saturday and there 
was no inquest fiscal to receive the charge sheets. 


Balistoy was to have been released Friday but remained 
under detention after the military got copies of warrants 
of arrest against her from the Samar PC-INP command. 


The military said a “walk-in” witness, identified as a 
rebel surrender, claimed Balistoy was involved in rebel 
operations against military units in Samar. 


In another development, Florendo said the military got 
surrender feelers indirectly from a women guerrilla 
leader in Wright, Northern Samar. 


She was identified as Baby Abiejo, alias Kumander 
Dayang-dayang. 


Military To Cail Reservists for Active Duty 
HK081505 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 8 Feb 88 p 2 


{By staff writer Daniel Florida] 


[Text] Some 45,000 military reservists will be called to 
active duty this year ty form new community self- 
defense groups called Citizens Armed Force Geographi- 
cal Units (CAFGUs), which will replace the Civilian 
Home Defense Forces (CHDF). 


Highly placed sources at Camp Aguinaldo revealed this 
yesterday, saying about that many or even more will 
have to be activated because the program for the replace- 
ment of the CHDF by the CAFGUs requires the deploy- 
ment of at least one 600-man CAFGU battalion in each 
of the 75 provinces of the country. 


Earlier, Brig. Gen. Honesto Isleta, AFP [Armed Forces 
of the Philippines] deputy chief of staff for civil-military 
operations, disclosed that preparations were being made 
for the organization of: 


—One or two squads of 12 men each in every barangay 
or two contiguous barangays. 


—Two platoons of 32 men each or a company-size force 
of three platoons in every town or city. 


Isleta, who is also the commanding general of the AFP 
civil relations service, said the number and personnel 
strength of the CAFGU to be formed nationwide will 
depend on the security measures in every locality, con- 
sidering in particular the threats from insurgents and 
other lawless elements in the area. 
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He also revealed that a CAFGU pilot team has been 
Organized somewhere in Cagayan Valley (Region 2) and 
this is now undergoing training and conducting test 
operations. 


“If this pilot project succeeds in immediately honing the 
operational capability of the team, expect the phasing 
out of the CHDF and their replacement by the CAFGU 
to start within six months or before the end of the year, 
Isleta said. 


He said the reservists to be called to active duty are of 
three categories: “first reserves” or those who are 18 to 
30 years old; “second reserves,” 31 to 40; and “third 
reserves,” 41 to 50. 


Isleta also said all those to be activated, who may include 
CHDF members who are reservists, will undergo free 
training. 


The CHDFs were organized in 1976 by virtue of PD 
{Presidential Decree] 1016, issued by then President 
Marcos on September 22 that year, in provinces, cities, 
municipalities and barangays threatened by insurgency, 
rebellion, subversion, criminality or disorder. 


Mounting complaints against abuses by CHDFs, partic- 
ularly human rights violations, resulted in the inclusion 
in the 1987 Constitution of a provision (Article 18, 
Section 24) that all paramilitary forces, including the 
CHDF “shall be dissolved or where appropriate, con- 
verted into the regular force.” 


The organization of the CAFGUs, on the other hand, is 
mandated by Executive Order No. 264, issued by Presi- 
dent Aquino on July 25, 1987. The order is premised on 
the constitutional provisions that the AFP shall have a 
“regular force” and a ‘citizens’ armed force” (Article 16, 
Section 4) and government may require citizens to 
render military service (Article 2, Section 4). 


Arrested Rebels May File Torture Complaints 
HK081421 n City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] President Aquino today said that the arrested 
CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines] leaders can 
file their complaints of military tortures. The details 
from Sel Baesa: 


[Begin recording) The president made the announce- 
ment following newspaper reports on tortures inflicted 
on the rebel detainess. If this is true, these tortures could 
have been perpetrated by military progressive elements. 
Mrs Aquino said that their complaints should be sent to 
the Human Rights Commission. This agency takes care 
of receiving complaints, the President added. She has 
also ordered that the arrested communist leaders be 
treated humanely by the military. [end recording] 
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Aquino Orders Probe 
ry 7 Hong Kong AFP in English 1425 GMT 
e 


Text] Manila, Feb 8 (AFP)—President Corazon Aquino 
ordered an investigation Monday into complaints by 
suspected communist rebels that they were tortured by 
their military captors after a roundup last week. 


“I’m going to have it investigated,” Mrs. Aquino told 
reporters at the presidential palace when asked about the 
torture charges. 


“If these people claim that they have been tortured, I 
think the best thing for them to do is to go to the human 
rights commission,” she added. 


The order came as the country’s security chief warned 
that insurgents could assassinate military officials to 
avenge a setback in Manila, where raids led to the arrests 
of 20 suspected rebels last week. 


Fourteen suspects remain in detention while the remain- 
ing six have been freed for lack of evidence. Lawyers said 
they might file a habeas corpus petition with the 
Supreme Court to demand immediate release of those 
still detained, saying that some of them were tortured. 


A new Philippine constitution that took effect last year 
created a permanent commission to look ifito alleged 
abuses by both soldiers and rebels in the 19-year-old 


insurgency. 


Major Generai Ramon Montano, recently appointed 
chief of the Constabulary, the main peacekeeping force, 
said in a visit to San Fernando town north of here jhat 
i police and military officers could be slain by 
rebels 


He said a threat by the New People’s Army (NPA) to gun 
down American, British and Israeli diplomats, soldiers 
and intelligence operatives allegedly backing the military 
was being taken seriously by Manila. 


NPA hit squads are “stepping up assassination missions 
in Manila and other provinces,” possibly to avenge the 
capture of two Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) leaders who were among the 20 arrested in Manila 
last week, he said. 


He said the latest victim was the deputy police chief of & 
town north of Manila, Major Angelino Simbulan, who 
was gunned down along with a civilian companion inside 
a restaurant here late Saturday. 


The NPA has murdered at least five policemen and 
soldiers in Manila this year. More than 100 people were 
killed by the rebels in the capital last year. 
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Last week an NPA unit operating in Pampanga province 
claimed credit for the murder last year of two U.S. 
servicemen and an American citizen outside Clark Air 
Base near San Fernando. 


“I don’t think it is more productive in their part to 
assassinate the Americans because the killings of U.S. 
military and civilian personnel will not drive the U.S. 
military facilities out of the country,” Maj. Gen. Mon- 
tano said. 


“But the communist threats against the Americans are 
real.” 


He doubted the rebels’ capability to attack fixed instal- 
lations because “the more they operate, the more they 
expose themselves to the military.” 


“The rebels have only one capability. That is to assassi- 
nate ranking military and police officers.” 


Meanwhile Monday, Mrs. Aquino’s former labor secre- 
tary criticized her administration’s human rights record 
as “no different” from that of her predecessor Ferdinand 
Marcos. 


Augusto Sanchez, speaking at the founding of a human 
rights group called the National Movement for Civil 
Liberties, cited alleged atrocities committed by govern- 
ment-backed anti-communist vigilantes. 


“This barefaced trampling of the rights we hold dear and 
precious seems to carry government tolerance, and some 
say, even encouragement or endorsement as well,” Mr. 
Sanchez said. 


De Villa To Explain 
HK081425 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff Renato de Villa is 
scheduled to appear before the House Committee on 
Human Rights where he will explain the alleged military 
tortures on the arrested CPP leaders. The lawyers of the 
arrested rebels, Arnold Sanidad and Reneo Capulong, 
will also be present at the hearing. Those who were 
allegedly tortured were Tomas Dominador Jr, Randos 
Corteza, Efren Capellan, Albert David Jr, and Isidro 
Caballes. The committee will also probe the manner in 
which the military conducted the raid and arrested the 
suspects, and determine whether the military violated 
the law. 


Human Rights Body Investigates 
HK090735 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Commission on Human Rights chairman Mary 
Concepcion Bautista disclosed that a fact-finding team 
has been sent to Camp Bagong Bantay, Quezon City. 
They will investigate the alleged torture of the detainees. 
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Chairman Bautista said that she has sent a team to 
conduct interviews of the alleged victims and the mili- 
tary or police officers having custody of the detainees. 
The team is expected to submit a report upon comple- 
tion of their mission. 


Alleged Netherlands Embassy-NPA Link Probed 
yee Hong Kong AFP in English 0331 GMT 
e 


[Text] Manila, Feb 9 (AFP)}—The Philippine Govern- 
ment is investigating reports of an alleged connection 
between the Dutch Embassy here and local communist 
insurgents, an official said here Tuesday. 


Foreign Affairs Department spokeswoman Rora Tolen- 
tino said the probe was prompted by the alleged discov. 
ery of a crate with the name and address of the embassy 
a a military raid on a communist hideout here last 
week. 


“The department is looking into the matter,” Mrs. 
Tolentino told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. “Essen- 
tially it is the military who will ascertain whether there is 
a linkage in the evidence supposedly found. Only then 
can we make a stand.” 


She said the matter had been taken up with the embassy 
but gave no details. 


The embassy has denied any link with the National 
Democratic Front (NDF), a communist umbrella group 
based in Utrecht in the Netherlands. 


The NDF international representative, Filipino-born 
Roman Catholic priest Luis Jalandoni, is now a Dutch 
citizen. 


Embassy spokesman Peter van Leeuwen Tuesday said 
the crate was one of four containers of medical supplies 
sent to [as received] by the Joint Mission Hospital in 
Britain in June 1986 for distribution among the poor in 
Negros Island south of here. 


Negros was then in the throes of a severe economic crisis 
spawned by the collapse of the sugar industry, its main 
industry. 


The shipment was meant for the Carmelite convent in 
Negros, which has many Dutch priests, for a famine- 
relief program among impoverished sugar workers and 
their families, he said. 


“How it ended up there I don’t know,” h. said when 
asked about the crate’s discovery in a suburban Manila 
home where alleged communist rebels were arrested 
during a series of raids last week. 


They included two alleged central committee members 
of the banned Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP), which controls the NDF. 
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NDF Denies Connection 
HK091335 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 8 Feb 88 p 6 


{Text] The National Democratic Front’s International 
office in Ultrecht, Netherlands denied it had anything to 
do with crates of medicine allegedly seized by the mili- 
tary in a series of raids Feb. 4 on suspected New People’s 
Army “safe houses” in Manila. 


The NDF-International denial was issued in a cablegram 
sent to newspaper offices Saturday. 


A crate, allegedly seized in one of the NPA safe houses, 
and shown to newsmen by military authorities later, bore 
the name and address of the “Royal Dutch Embassy” in 
Manila. 


NDF-International representative Luis Jalandoni said 
that attempts to link the Dutch government and its 
embassy in Manila to the medica! crate are intended to 
attack he NDF office in the Netherlands. He added that 
while the cannot speak for the Dutch government, the 
NDF views the attempt as “‘a crudely devised incident” 
designed to threaten and embarrass these entities. 


Jalandoni, however, did not explain the marking on the 
crate. He said, “It is not for our office to explain about 
medicines which after ali constitute humanitarian aid to 
people who need these, whether they are for or against a 
certain government.” 


The NDF representative also pointed out that the Armed 
Forces has a “dubious record of spreading inaccurate 
reports and even outright fabrications.” 


Labor Official Shot Dead by Unknown Gunmen 
yee Hong Kong AFP in English 1332 GMT 
eb 88 


[Text] Manila, Feb 8 (AFP)}—Unknown gunmen shot 
dead a labor department official here Monday, police 
said. 


Senior government sources said the attack on conciliator 
Esteban Calalang, whose office handles labor disputes, 
appeared to be the handiwork of communist New Peo- 
ple’s Army (NPA) guerrillas. 


The victim was boarding his car in the Intramuros 
districo, near the labor department building when he was 
attacked by two pistol-wielding suspects, one of them a 
woman, a police spokesman told AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE. 


He could not say whether the NPA was behind the 
attack. 


The government sources said Mr. Calalang had recently 
handled a ruling against a left-wing union which had 
staged a strike at a soft drinks factory north of Manila. 
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The local police chief who enforced the ruling had also 
been assassinated by the NPA, the sources added. 


Aquino Orders Probe 
HK090959 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] President Aquino ordered authorities to immedi- 
ately resolve the slaying of labor arbiter Esteban Cala- 
lang. Calalang was ambushed by several unidentified 
people in front of the Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment building in Intramuros, Manila. 


The president personally asked Labor Secretary Franh.lin 
Drilon to investigate the incident. Simultaneous wiin her 
statement denouncing the incident, the president 
stressed the need for the military to implement tighter 
rules to prevent the recurrence of similar incidents. 


Aquino To Meet with Advisers on NPA Killings 
HK091109 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 9 Feb é8 


[Text] President Aquino will meet with her military and 
national advisers to discuss measures to stop attacks by 
urban communist guerrillas against military and govern- 
ment officials. 


Here is Sel Baesa with the full report: 


[Begin recording) The president expressed grief over the 
slaying of Esteban Calalang, a legal officer of the 
National Labor Relations Commission. In talks with 
Malacanang reporters, the president stated: We must 
a tighter measures to prevent the occurrence of such 
incidents. 


Calalang was shot dead yesterday afternoon by suspected 
members of the dreaded NPA Sparrow units near the 
Labor Department building in Intramuros, Manila. 


Mrs. Aquino also directed Labor Secretary Franklin 
Drilon to investigate the killing of Calalang as well as to 
help police and military investigators probing the case. 


The slain labor arbiter had reportedly had a part in the 
issuance of a dispersal order against striking workers at 
the Nestle-Philippines plants in Alabang, Muntinlupa, 
and in Cabuyao, Laguna, at the Kimberly-Clark factory 
in San Pedro, Laguna, and at Purefoods, Marikina, 
Metro Manila. 


Sel Baesa, Bureau of Broadcast Services News, Malaca- 
nang. [end recording] 
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Attempts To Block MNLF Pid Said ‘Doomed’ 
HK081327 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 7 Feb 88 pp 1, 10 


[By R. de Guzman and C. Florentino] 


[Text] A top Moro National Liberation Front leader 
yesterday said the government’s plan to block the MNLF 
entry as a full-fledged member of the Organization of 
Islamic Conference [OIC] is “doomed.” 


“It’s just a formality,” said Nur Khan, a member of the 
MNLF central committee, as he described next month’s 
OIC meeting in Amman, Jordan. “Everything has been 
settled and the MNLF has already been assured of 
membership.” 


His view was shared by Norberto Gonzales, a member of 
the government panel which failed in six months of 
negotiations last year to forge a truce with the Bangsa- 
moro [Moro Nation] rebels. 


In Zamboanga City, INQUIRER correspondent Mario 
Feliciano quoted MNLF civilian affairs coordinator 
Ustadz Zain Jali as saying “it will be hard” for the 
— to block the MNLF’s acceptance as OIC 
member. 


“The Muslims have been fooled twice—first by Presi- 
dent Marcos, and then by the Aquino government,” Jali 
said. “‘And the OIC will not entertain any more excuses.” 


In Manila, meanwhile, the Saudi Arabian ambassador 
belied a government claim that it was asking Muslim 
envoys here to help block the MNLF bid. 


Ambassador Fouad Hassan Faki made the denial during 
a news conference in reply to a question about any 
representations made by the government. 


Some diplomatic observers said the claimed government 
lobbying with the OIC is a “‘little too late.” 


The MNLF is seeking accreditatiion as the 47th OIC 
member. If the petition is approved, the MNLF can set 
up diplomatic missions and gain observer status in the 
United Nations like the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion. 


Datu Ray Ibrahim-Uy, another MNLF spokesman, said 
MNLKF chairman Nur Misuari phoned him from Tripoli, 
Libya, to deny reports that the MNLF was planning to 
launch attacks to coincide with the OIC meeting. 


Khan claimed that Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada—the pow- 
erful OIC -general—himself drafted the resolu- 
tion for the MNLF’s entry into the OIC. 


Khan, known to be close to Misuari, said the MNLF is 
backed by the OIC’s Quadripartite Commission com- 
posed of Libya, Somalia, Senegal and Saudi Arabia. 
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“The OIC asked the Philippine government last year to 
grant Muslims self-rule over 13 islands in the South, 
without a plebiscite,” Khan said. “But the government 
rejected this proposal.” 


“The OIC backs the MNLF’s demand for autonomy to 
the hilt,” he said. “And this will be shown when the 
foreign ministers of the OIC meet to vote on the MNLF’s 
application next month.” 


The Jordan meeting is scheduled March 21-25. 


Gonzales, who helped government emissaries arrange 
talks with the MNLF, said the government relies on two 
ASEAN members—Indonesia and Malaysia—to pres- 
sure the OIC to deny the MNLF bid. But he said even 
envoys of these countries “are finding it hard” opposing 
it. 


Datu Firdausi Abbas, whose MNLF-Reformist Group is 
uniting with the Misuari-led MNLF and with the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front faction of Salamat Hashim, 
said: “The government is mistaken if it believes we are 
under the Arabs. Marcos thought it was that way before, 
so he voted for all Muslim-sponsored resolutions in the 
UN. But did Marcos stop the MNLF? Marcos was wrong 
and it is ironic that this government has taken the same 


steps. 


Muslim envoys here, according to the ambassador from 
Bangladesh, have “no official or unofficial knowledge” 
of the MNLF bid. 


The ambassadors also reiterated during a press confer- 
ence their appeal for support for Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip and West Bank territories. 


MNLF Said Open to N on Autonomy 
HK081313 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 8 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] The Moro National Liberation Front is still open 
to a negotiated settlement of the Muslim autonomy issue 
so long as the agreement is based under the terms of the 


1976 Tripoli Agreement. 


This position was relayed by Macapanton Abbas Jr., of 
the Unification Coordinating Committee of the three 
factions of the MNLF to Senate President Jovito Salonga 
and opposition Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile. 


Salonga, Enrile and Abbas attended the annual reunion 
of Sigma Rho, the law school fraternity of the University 
of the Philippines, at Puerto Real in Intramuros, Manila. 


Squelching reports that the MNLF bid for membership 
in the OIC [Organization of Islamic Conference] is the 
“final MNLF position” on the Mindanao question, 
Abbas said that the three factions have an agreement that 
the MNLF bid is anchored on a “political settlement.” 
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He clarified the term political settlement to mean “a 
settlement based on terms and conditions set by the 1976 


Tripoli Agreement.” 


“Everything is not yet lost for the Philippine govern- 
ment,” he told the GLOBE. He said that the Philippines 
can still hurry up in creating an Executive-Legislative- 
MNLF group that can settle the issue by negotiations. 


He criticized the government for unilaterally creating the 
Regional Consultative commissions and the multisec- 
toral convenings meant to implement the constitutional 
provision on autonomy. 


The MNLF, he said, has denounced the initiative of the 
governmen\ as a violation of the provisions of the 


Tripoli Agreement. 


Aquino To Visit Zamboanga 19 February 
HK090441 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino will fly to Zamboanga 
on February 19. She will launch the Mindanao Regional 
Consultative Commission, which will help Congress 
with its recommendations for an organic act on regional 
autonomy. She told the members of the Kilusang ng mga 
Kababaihan na Nagtataguyod sa Demokrasiya 
[Women’s Movement in Support of Democracy] who 
called on her yesterday [8 February] that she will also 
conduct dialogues with Mindanao residents and their 
leaders to tell them about the ongoing and prospective 
programs in the region. Mrs Aquino pinpointed water as 
one of the big problems in the area and promised to do 
something about it. 


Only 60% of Landowners Register Holdings 
a i Hong Kong AFP in English 1232 GMT 
8 Feb 88 


ext] Manila, Feb 8 (AFP)—Only 60 per cent of Phil- 
ippines landowners had complied with a government 
directive to register their holdings ahead of a land reform 
programriit as Monday’s deadline approached, officials 
said. 


President Corazon Aquino has said that all arable lands 
are to come under agrarian reform and had required 
landowners to inform the government of the size and fair 
market value of their holdings on or before February 8. 


The government has said that unregistered land will be 
forcibly bought for reform at rates based on the pro- 
perty’s value as determined by government assessors. 


Agrarian Reform Secretary Philip Juico told reporters 
Monday some 1.8 million hectares (4.5 million acres) of 
land, representing 60 per cent of the total, had been 
registered with his office by Monday. 
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“Of course these are very rough estimates,” he said, 
adding that the department had been “swamped all over 
the country by registrants.” 


The department said it would be open until midnight 
(1600 GMT Monday) to accommodate late filers. 


Two land reform bills spelling out the terms of imple- 
mentation of Mrs. Aquino’s land reform proclamation 
are being debated in Cmngress. 


Land reform and land registration are being opposed by 
groups of big landowners, some of who have threatened 
to take up arms to defend their inheritance from govern- 
ment confiscation. 


A group of landowners, the Council for Agricultural 
Producers, took out newspaper advertisements last week 
urging their colleagues to boycott the registration, saying 
the epee system of payment for land was unconsti- 
tutional. 


Deadline Extension Denied 
yey Hong Kong AFP in English 0801 GMT 
e 


(Text] Manila, Feb 9 (AFP)—Philippine landlords have 
defied President Corazon Aquino’s land reform program 
by failing to register thousands of hectares of farm land 
by the deadline Monday, the government said Tuesday. 


Mrs Aquino, who has said that all arable lands are to 
come under agrarian reform, asked the country’s 2.4 
million landowners to inform the government of the size 
and “fair market value” of their holdings by February 8. 


Agrarian Reform Secretary Philip Juico said Monday 
that 1.8 million hectares (4.5 million acres) of land, or 60 
per cent of the total, had been listed. 


But a senior aide, Lilia Panganiban, said Tuesday that 
the figure was a projection and that a higher percentage 
was expected when provincial reports came in. Mrs. 
Aquino’s family, which owns the 6,000-hectare (15,000- 
acre) Hacienda Luisita north of here, was among those 
which registered, she said. 


She reiterated that there would be no extension of the 
deadline and that those who failed to register would close 
the privilege of being able to quote the fair market value 
of their land.“ 


The Agrarian Reform Department has said that unre- 
gistered tracts will be forcibly bought at lower rates based 
on the property’s value determined by government asses- 
sors. 


Several groups of big landowners oppose the scheme and 
have threatened to take up arms to defend their estates. 
One took out newspaper advertisements last week urging 
a boycott of the registration and challenging its legality. 
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Two More Senators Join ‘Progressive Bloc’ 
HK090715 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Yesterday [8 February] two more senators joined 
the so-called progressive bloc. Senator Aquilino Pimen- 
tel Jr said they are Senators Neptali Gonzales and Jose 
Lina Jr. Senate observers say that if the bloc gets 12 
members, it could effect a change in the Senate leader- 
ship. 


Senator Neptali Gonzales yesterday squelched reports 
that he is being groomed as the next Senate president. 
More on this from Art Pabellon: 


[Begin recording} In a talk with newsmen at Malacanang, 
Senator Gonzales denied any knowledge of a move by 
the so-called progressive bloc to oust Salonga as Senate 
president. Gonzales explained that the purpose of estab- 
lishing the progressive bloc was to have a good and 
harmonious working relationship between the Senate 
and Malacanang. He stressed that the Senate leadership 
is not at issue. [end recording] 


[Gonzales recording indistinct] 


Presidency Ambitions Denied 
HK091013 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] Three leaders of the newly formed progressive 
bloc in the Senate announced that they have no ambi- 
tions of becoming Senate president. Senators Aquilino 
Pimentel, Agapito Aquino, and Alberto Romulo stated 
that they would turn down any offer for the said position 
in reaction to reports that they were motivated by 
aspirations to the Senate presidency in establishing the 


eight-man progressive bloc. 


Other members of the group are Vicente Paterno, 
Ernesto Herrera, Wigberto Tanada, Leticia Ramos Sha- 
hani and Santanina Rasul. 


Aquino Answers Listeners’ Questions 
{Slantlines denote passages in English] 


HK 080537 [Editorial Report] Quezon City Radyo ng 
Bayan in Tagalog at 1300 GMT on 7 February carries a 
45-minute live program entitled “Magtanong sa 
Pangulo” [‘‘Ask the President”], in which President 
Corazon Aquino answers listeners’ questions, mainly 
i in, while others are relayed by moderator 
“Frankie.” 


A Pangasinan resident says there were reports during 2 
recent election that NPA rebels were seen distributing 
propaganda leaflets in certain areas. He asks if /‘the 
NPA already have a hold on those areas.”/ President 
Aquino acknowledges that she received reports that in 
certain areas there were candidates being kidnapped by 
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the NPA, and others made to buy safe-conduct passes. 
She says: /“‘This is something that we have to watch out 
for, and it is good that the members of our Armed Forces 
are very much rewarded in their efforts, especially with 
the recent capture of CPP [Communist Party of the 
Philippines}-NPA’s in the Metro Manila area. However, 
we still have an insurgency problem, and the government 
policy is one based first of all on a total strategy which 
will take into account the political, social, and military 
aspects of the problem. We have, time and again, said 
that the solution cannot be a total military solution. We 
have to attack the poverty problem first, and that is why 
in our first cabinet meeting this year | stressed to the 
cabinet members how important it was to generate 
employment because it is only in solving the economic 
problem whereby we can seriously address the insur- 
gency problem.”’/ 


The president goes on to comment on the capture of the 
20 top rebel leaders. She says: /““What is frightening 
about this, according to General de Villa, is that some of 
the equipment that they were able to confiscate was even 
more sophisticated than the equipment that our Armed 
Forces are supplied with. So this is really a matter of 
grave concern, and I am glad that they were able to do 
something about this because, in the very recent past, a 
lot of our people have really been very disturbed that 
Sparrow units are able to kill, and kill with impunity./ So 
this is a big achievement by our Armed Forces under the 
command of our new chief of staff General de Villa.” 


Mrs Aquino appeals to everyone, ——— of political 
affiliation, to help the government fight terrorism. She 
says: /“I would like to assume that the great majority of 
the Filipino people are against violence./ So if ordinary 
Citizens give us information about parties suspected of 
having terrorist links, this is the sort of information we 
need. /Because it is better if we are able to prevent acts of 
terrorism, and the only way to do this is to be able get at 
the safe houses of these known terrorists.”’/ 


An Albay resident asks for a clear-cut statement on the 
government program for rebel returnees, citing the case 
of his uncle, who was once with the NPA, then surren- 
dered and joined the Constabulary, but left after he did 
not receive any wages. Mrs Aquino replies, saying that 
rebel returnees should not be penalized. She cites the 
National Reconciliation and Development Program, 
which helps to rehabilitate rebel returnees, as well as the 
amnesty for political crimes committed long ago. She 
says this amnesty expires on 29 February this year. 
Regarding the caller’s uncle, the president says there 
must be some mix-up, and he may not have approached 
the Bayanihan [Community] Centers that are overseeing 
the returnee program. She says the military recently 
implemented a program in which ordinary citizens are 
helping with the counterinsurgency drive and which 
features a more humane approach toward rebel return- 
ees. She promises to have Gen De Villa check this 
particular case and act on it. 
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The president also answers questions about plans to turn 
the Pasig River into a navigable transportation route, 
Manila’s garbage disposal problem, the government's 
ban on Filipino women going abroad to work as domes- 
tics, real estate taxes, the Philippine National Bank’s 
amnesty for unpaid loans to overseas workers, Manila’s 
squatter resettlement problem, the lack of electricity in 
Caloocan’s new housing area, low-cost housing for public 
schoolteachers, and the prohibitive cost of imported 
drugs and the use of native herbs as alternative medi- 
cines. 


President Aquino also defends her appointment of Fidel 
Ramos as defense chief, in reply to a caller asking for her 
reaction to opposition moves to impeach her over the 
matter. 


Mrs Aquino says: /“‘The appointment of General Fidel 
Ramos as the new secretary of defense is an appointment 
which I am authorized to do by the 1987 Constitution. I 
would like to refer to Paragraph 2 of Section 16, Article 
67, which states that the president shall have the power 
to make appointments during the recess of the Congress, 
whether voluntary or compulsory; but such appoint- 
ments shall be effective only until disapproved by the 
Commission on Appointments, or until the next adjour- 
nament of the Congress. [passage omitted] 


/*“When I appointed Secretary Ramos, it was during one 
of those recesses by Congress. However, so that we will 
not have any misunderstandings or opposition from 
Congress, we have asked them to identify very clearly to 
us when are the dates when they are on recess and when 
they have adjourned. It was just a matter of terminology, 
but I think once we have cleared this up—I have 
instructed both Secretary of Justice Sedfrey Ordonez and 
Executive Secretary Macaraig to meet with Senators 
Angara and Maceda, and later on with Commission on 
Appointments Chairman Mike Romero. 


/“I have sent them copies of the appointments so that 
they can confirm this. This is what we did in the case of 
Juanito Ferrer, the secretary of public works. I had also 
appointed him during a recess, and at that time most of 
the senators and congressmen in the Commission on 
Appointments had not objected to that procedure. As I 
said, it is just a matter of terminology. Definitely I can 
assure the caller that I will not do anything which is 
contrary to the provisions of the Constitution because, as 
president, I have sworn to uphold and defend the Con- 
stitution.”/ 


The president ends the program by telling listeners in 
Mindanao that she will be visiting provinces there to 
acquaint the people with the members of the Regional 
Consultative Commission of the Peace Commission. She 
says the Peace Commission was set up especially to help 
Mindanao residents, not just to promote peace in the 
area but also to foster economic development. 
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Developments in Lao Border Clashes Reported 


Laos Sends Women To Fight 
BK081531 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 
in Thai 1300 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] According to the latest report received from 
Phitsanulok Province at 1900 this evening, 200 Lao 
soldiers have been killed and some 500 others, including 
a battalion-level commander, have been wounded in the 
stepped-up attacks by Thai soldiers against Lao posi- 
tions. The report states that trouble is brewing in Laos 
because the bodies of commissioned officers are 
returned to Vientiane while the bodies of NCOs are left 
in the battlefield. This practice is causing resentment 
among Lao soldiers. 


The report further states that Laos has sent 35 female 
soldiers, who had completed a missile-launching course, 
to fight in the area due to the shortage of personnel. Laos 
has also recruited children and adults to carry weapons 
for Lao soldiers, causing resentment the Lao 
people. The Lao Government has tried to incite the Lao 
people to hate the Thais, but has failed to do so. 


Army Says 69 SRV Soldiers Killed 
BK090051 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Feb 88 pp 1, 2 


[By Prachuap Butsiri and Phongsak Sisot] 


[Text] Thai forces yesterday switched to new tactical 
plans to minimize losses as the army claimed it has killed 
69 Vietnamese troops in the ongoing Thai-Laotian bor- 
der battle near Phitsanulok. 


It was the first time that the army has publicly revealed 
the Vietnamese casualties in the Thai-Lao border battle. 


Thai F-SE jet fighter-bombers and artillery continued to 
pound Laotian positions on Hill 1428 near Romklao 
Village in Chat Trakan District, while Thai ground 
troops continued the push for their recapture, military 
sources said. 


Gen Charuai Wongsayan, army chief of staff, said Viet- 
namese troops are directing the Laotian troops. 


He said Laos has deployed both Vietnamese and Laotian 
troops to reinforce its positions along the Laotian border 
near the embattled area. 


Maj Gen Narudon Detpradiyut, army spokesman, told 
reporters Thai troops have killed 69 Vietnamese troops 
and wounded more than 100 others in the fighting. 


Thai and Laotian troops also engaged in artillery and 
mortar duel for several hours, sources said. 
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“The military is carrying out the tactical plans, which 
will take time but will minimize our losses,” Defence 
Minister Phaniang Kantarat said. 


“We cannot say how long it will take or whether the plan 
will be effective. It also depends on whether the Laotians 
also adjust their plans,” said Phaniang, who declined to 
give details. 


Thai air strikes failed to dislodge about 60-70 Laotian 
soldiers taking cover in deep tunnels and holding the 
advantage of a higher position atop the hill against Thai 
ground troops. 


Military sources had earlier said the army was preparing 
two companies of specially-trained troopers as advance 
units for the final stage of the battle. 


Thai forces may consider crossing the border to attack 
Laotian troops from the rear, Gen Chawalit Yongchai- 
yut, army commander in chief, said last week. 


Chawalit yesterday presided over a monthly meeting of 
senior army officers. He later discussed the readjustment 
of tactical plans with ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Woranat 
Aphichari, air force commander in chief. 


Thai and Laotian troops have battled since November to 
control remote, rugged hills on Phu Soi Dao mountain 
range in a 70-square-kilometre forested area, claimed by 
both countries. 


Narudon also said that 86 Laotians have been killed and 
about 130 wounded. The figures were different from 
those of Chawalit, who put the Laotian casualties at 
more than 200 killed and 300-400 wounded. 


Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila has put the Thai 
casualties at about 100 killed and several hundred 
wounded. 


The sources said Thai troops have recaptured most of 
the disputed hills from the Laotians and were trying to 
seize three remaining target areas on Hill 1428. 


Laos yesterday claimed it shot down a Thai reconnais- 
sance plane and damaged another in recent fighting. The 
Laotian claim, however, was immediately denied by the 
Thai military spokesman. 


Official Laotian radio said that on Saturday Lao forces 
“shot down one Thai reconnaissance plane while it was 
flying in violation of Laotian airspace over an area as 
many as 10 kilometres deep in Laotian territory.” 

“On Feb 7 our soldiers...also shot and damaged another 
Thai reconnaissance aircraft while it was flying over 
Laotian airspace,” Radio Laos said. 
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A Thai air force spokesman called the Laotian report 

“completely groundless” and said Thai reconnaissance 
planes never flew in areas where Laos had surface-to-air 
missiles. 


Chawalit Promises Full-Scale Action 
BK090655 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 9 Feb 87 


[Statement by Army Commander General Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut at function on 9 February at Army Meeting 
Hall, Bangkok, to receive donations for Thai soldiers 
operating along Lao border—recorded] 


[Text] Thailand and the Thai Armed Forces are fighting 
not only Laos and its Armed Forces, but also the 
Indochinese countries that have tried their utmost to 
create problems and adverse conditions for us. We must 
grasp this fact to understand the situation. You probably 
know that a certain country in the Indochinese federa- 
tion [as heard] possesses powerful military strength. In 
any event, we have made continuous progress since we 
began serious military operations late last month. We 
have gradually regained the areas we had lost—10 km 
from the border initially—to the point at the border 
where the battlefield is now. 


You probably realize that the battle at the border must 
be conducted while simultaneously providing security, 
wn and economic well-being to the people in 
the area. 


It is evident that Laos and its supporters have taken 
every measure against Thailand. The current tactic is the 
infiltration of many men into [words indistinct] to create 
various problems for the Thai people in general. We 
must take countermeasures to end this as soon as possi- 
ble. You will see that for the most part success is at hand. 
We are certain to take considerable casualties in the near 
future by conducting more drastic and intensive opera- 
tions. I have given instructions that we cannot allow the 
current situation to drag on but must employ the same 
method used by the opposite side, which places no limits 
on the scope and nature of operations. The Thai Armed 
Forces are now on the verge of a full-scale operation. 


TV Early Warning Plan Revived 
BKO070132 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] The Royal Thai Air Force [RTAF] will revive its 
to set up a television station which could alert 
ok well in advance of possible air raids, Air Force 
Chief Woranat Aphichari said yesterday. 


ACM Woranat said apart from regular mes, the 
RTAF TV station will promote an air system, 
which would include periodical drills on early warnings 
against air raids. 
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He said the early warning through TV is needed to 
protect Bangkok's six million people. 


The current air attack warning signals, such as sirens, 
could not cover the 1,587-square-kilometre area of the 
expanding city, so the casualty toll from a surprise air 
raid would probably be high, he said. 


The proposed system would reach the majority of resi- 
dents because almost all Bangkok households have TV 
sets. 


A 1983 survey by the National Economic and Social 
Development board reported 827,000 of the city’s 
938,506 households had TV sets. The numbers rose 
rapidly in the past few years due to a decline in prices of 
TV sets and a significant improvement in existing TV 
stations. 


The air force chief said the early warning signal at the TV 
station will be hooked up with an operational room, to 
be built in a few years at RTAF Headquarters. 


He said an emergency warning wil! automatically inter- 
rupt regular programming when RTAF radars detect 
enemy aircraft entering Thai airspace. Viewers will be 
told the direction and number of planes. Consequently, 
people will have enough time to prepare for the attack, 


Woranat said if the plan is approved by the Radio and 
Television Broadcasting and Directoing Board 
(RTBDB), the TV station will be built with RTAF 
annual budget and it will be on the air in a few years. 


The station will broadcast through the UHF (Ultra High 
Frequency) system instead of VHF (Very High Frequen- 
cy) mode currently used by existing TV stations, he said. 


RTAF proposed the plan in 1985, about the same time as 
a similar proposal by the Public Relations Department. 


RTBDB then permitted the Public Relations Depart- 
ment to set up Channel | 1 with technical assistance from 
Japan. The station started broadcasting in the middle of 
last year on a one-year trial basis. 


There are five TV stations in Bangkok and the army 
owns two of them. 


Note Sent to UN Security Council on Lao Conflict 
BK090105 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] Following is the text of the note dated February 5, 
1988 from Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, to General 
Vernon Walters, president of the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council concerning the ongoing situation at the 
Thai-Lao border at Romklao Village, Chat Trakan Dis- 
trict, Phitsanulok Province: 
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Excellency, 


I have the honour to refer to the various statements of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand which have 
already been circulated as official documents of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council (A/42/709- 
S/19248, A/43/64-S/19378, A/43/76-S/19401, A/43/117- 
S/19472), concerning the ongoing situation at the Thai- 
Lao border at Romkiao Village, Chat Trakan District, 
Phitsanulok Province. 


In these statements, Thailand has pointed out the follow- 
ing facts: 

1. Existing legal and historical evidences clearly affirm 
that the area in the vicinity of Romklao Village, Phitsa- 
nulok Province, which is recently being claimed by the 
Laotian Government, falls definitely in Thailand’s terri- 
tory. 

2. Lao side initiated the first use of violence when on 
May 31, 1987, 15 Laotian soldiers intruded into Thai 
territory at Amphoe Chat Trakan, Phitsanulok Province, 
killing an. innocent Thai labourer and destroying 3 
tractors owned by a Thai private company. 


3. Thai side has sought in vain time and again to contact 
Lao side both at provincial and national levels to stop 
further violations of Thai territory, and to cease its 
abductions and murders of Thai civilians. 


4. Lao side has responded to Thai side’s peace overtures 
by sending more troops into Thailand, planting a 
number of land mines and occupying Hill 1428, which 
lies two kilometres inside Thai territory. 

5. The Royal Thai Armed Forces issued repeated warn- 
ings to the Laotian intruders to stop further violations of 
Thai territory and to withdraw from Hill 1428. Finally, 
the Royal Thai Armed Forces have had to exercise the 
right of self-defence in order to push back the intruding 
Lao troops from Thai territory. 


Consequently, at present Thai troops are trying to dis- 
lodge the Lao soldiers occupying the area of Romklao 
Village, especially Hill 1428. Thai side has sustained 
several deaths and casualties as well as the loss of a Royal 
Thai Air Force plane, which was shot down inside Thai 
territory. In view of Lao side’s ongoing flagrant viola- 
tions of Thailand’s territorial integrity, there can be no 
negotiation with Lao side until there are no longer Lao 
troops on Thai soil. 


Thai side has from the outset sought to settle this 
problem in accordance with the United Nations Charter 
and international law. Our strong desire to reach a 
peaceful settlement was affirmed in our aide-memoire of 
December 30, 1987 (A/43/76-S/19401). Furthermore, I 
have stated my readiness to meet with my counterpart, 
His Excellency Mr Phoun Sipaseut, Foreign Minister of 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, in Bangkok, if he 
so wishes. However, there has yet to be a positive 
response from him. 
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In spite of several frustrated efforts on our part to seek an 
amicable solution to the problem of Laotian intrusion 
into Thai territory, Thailand stands ready to cooperate 
with the United Nations Security Council in bringing 
about a peaceful and total withdrawal of Laotian troops 
from Thai territory. 


Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my 
highest consideration. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand 
February 8, 1988 


Officials Cite Policy on Boat People 


Response to UNHCR, U.S. Appeals 
BK060201 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Feb 88 p 1 


{Text] The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees has expressed concern at reports that seven 
Vietnamese were killed when a Thai trawler rammed a 
refugee boat off Trat province, sources said yesterday. 


In a letter to National Security Council secretary-general 
Suwit Sutthanukun, the UNHCR said it received reports 
the trawler rammed the vessel carrying 22 Vietnamese 
off Khiong Yai district on January 29. 


Quoting the letter, the sources said a number of petrol 
cannisters aboard the refugee craft exploded in the 
impact, causing serious burns to a number of refugees. 


The report said seven Vietnamese were killed, two 
women were abducted by the attackers and eight man- 
aged to swim ashore. 


The sources were unable to say what happened to the 
remaining five Vietnamese. 


In the January 3 [date as published] letter signed by Sten 
A. Bronee, the UNHCR appealed to authorities to open 
three camps in Surin, Nakhon Ratchasima and Chantha- 
buri provinces to temporarily house Vietnamese boat 


The UN agency said it understood Thailand’s need to 
use legal measures to curtail the operations of smugglers 
but such measures should not endanger the lives of 
people who seek asylum. 


The UNHCR’s call was echoed by United States 
Embassy Minister-Counsellor Joseph Winder ee. 
who met Mr Suwit to urge that more 

be found to stem the influx of Vietnamese boat soa. 
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During their talks, said the sources, Mr Winder 
expressed Washington's concern at the Government's 
tough push-back policy. 


Mr Winder told Mr Suwit there was growing concern in 
the US that Thailand’s refugee policy of being a country 
of first asylum was changing. 


The UNHCR, in its letter, referred to the call by its 
former Bangkok representative, Gerald Waltzer, wy ok _ 
Government open camps in Kap Choeng in 

Sikhiu in Nakhon Ratchasima, and Ban ~ Re 
Chanthaburi to house ST Cio 
tures allow further t ers to the Phanat Nikhom 
centre in Chon Buri province. 


Plans to house boat people at Site 2 on the Thai- 
Kampuchean border in Ta Phraya district of Prachin 
Buri province would place them in an environment 
where their safety would be jeopardised, the letter said. 


On February 2, Interior deputy permanent secretary 
Somphon Klinphongsa said Thailand would open no 
more refugee camps for Vietnamese asylum seekers. 


Responding to the UNHCR and US approaches, govern- 
ment officials, who requested anonymity, said the influx 
on the east coast was a national security matter and that 
most of the arrivals were not real refugees but ““econom- 
ic” migrants. 


Thailand would be left with people deemed economic 
migrants because their chances of resettlement would be 


Thai people were becoming more aware of the problem 
and were pressing the Government to curb boat people 
arrivals to prevent social problems, they said. 


While the US and UNHCR were critical or Thailand, 
said the officials, they failed to criticise the source of the 


problem, Vietnam. 


A large number of refugees remain in Thailand because 
third re a take them, they said, and 
in the end, “they will be left with us”. 


The problem could best be solved if the UNHCR and the 


reesettlement countries expanded the Orderly Departure 
Programme, said the officials. 


He also accused the UN agency of trying to classify other 
illegal immigrants, such as Iranians and rebel minorities 
from Burma, as refugees. 
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NSC Chief on Refugee Policy 
BK070352 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Feb 88 p 3 


[Text] The Government’s humanitarian policy towards 
refugees will be maintained but not at the expense of 


’ national interests, National Security Council [NSC] sec- 


retary-general Suwit Sutthanukun said yesterday. 


Speaking after the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and the United States expressed concern at 
the January 22 ramming of a refugee boat, Mr Suwit said 
Thailand’s policy had to reflect drastic changes in cir- 
cumstances. 


In a letter to Mr Suwit, the UNHCR expressed concern 
at reports that seven Vietnamese were killed when a Thai 
trawler rammed a refugee boat off Khlong Yai district of 
Trat. 


The UN agency appealed to the Government not to use 
measures that would asylum-seekers, and US 
Embassy minister-counsellor Joseph Winder in a meet- 
ing with Mr Suwit expressed concern that Thailand had 
ceased to be a country of first asylum. 


Mr Suwit said the policy has not changed, but was 
adjusted in accordance with a drastic change in refugee 
movements. 


Despite peace in Vietnam, the influx of Vietnamese boat 
people had soared from 4,000 in 1986 to 12,000 last 
year, he said. 


Those who appealed for humanitarian treatment should 
look to the cause of the problem—Vietnam’s policy to 
export people, said Mr Suwit. 


In forming policy, he said, the Government had to be 
receptive to local opinion. 


“When the majority of the Thai people, members of the 
House of Representatives as well as the media call for 
tough action to stem the influx, the Government simply 
cannot ignore them,” said the NSC chief. 


“If our friends sincerely want to solve the problem, they 
should make an effort to speed the orderly departure 
programme, by sending more flights to pick up more 
refugees who meet their conditions,” said Mr. Suwit. 


Defense of Deterrence Measures 
BK080708 Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 8 Feb 88 


[Text] Interior Minister Prachuap Muntharangkun 
assured reporters this morning at the Interior Ministry 
that the ministry’s measures to prevent entry by illegal 
immigrants are based on humanitarian principles. He 
also said the ministry is ready to cooperate with efforts to 
send refugees to third countrics. 


to provide shelter for refugees. The Thai Government 
continues to provide such shelter; Thai policy has not 


country should interfere. It is likely that the Uni 
States itself also has measures to i 
from enteiing its country. 


© Css on ony Ceneenneteants Oat Seas eee See 
countries to resettle more Vietnamese refugees, or if the 
United States wants to resettle more of these 


preventing entry by illegal immigrants are 
measures used by the United States itself in its territory. 
{end recording] 


Relocation to Site 2 Camp 
BK090125 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
9 Feb 88 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] Despite pleas from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), about 300 Viet- 
namese in Trat province will be moved to the Kampu- 
chean refugee camp at Site 2 in Prachin Buri province, 
Trat governor Thongdam Banchun said yesterday. 


In an interview with the BANGKOK POST, Mr Thong- 
dam said the Interior Ministry had ordered the transfer 
of the boat people last Thursday. 


He said those destined for Site 2 are among refugees who 
travelled to Kompong Som in Kampuchea on foot and 
then boarded boats for Trat. 


He said the 300 will come from camps in Kh): 
Laem Ngop and Muang districts. 


“I have ordered the district chiefs in these three areas to 
contact the military and prepare for the transfers as soon 
as possible,” Mr Thongdam said, adding that the Gov- 
ernment does not consider the group to be true boat 
people, who would usually be housed in the Phanat 
Nikhom camp in Chon Buri province. 


Government sources said the transfer was one of various 
measures discussed in a high-level meeting in January to 
stem the influx of boat people in the southeastern 
province. 


oe ee ee eee Se ne ee VE 
ese had already been moved. 


’ 
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Task Force 80 officials in Prachin Buri province, who 
are responsible for the Site 2 camp housing Kampuchean 
displaced persons, said they did not receive any Viet- 
namese from Trat yesterday. 


Late last month, the UNHCR appealed to the National 
Security Council not to transfer the Vietnamese to Site 2, 
saying the move could jeopardise their safety. 


The UNHCR asked that three other camps be opened to 
house the boat people—a request already rejected by the 
Interior Ministry. [passage omitted] 


A highly-placed Interior Ministry source said appeals 
from the UNHCR and the US Embassy did not take into 
account Thailand’s security. 


He said if the diplomats were so concerned about the 
problem, they would be welcomed to pick up the refu- 
gees in their own boats and keep them in their embassy 
compounds. 


The deputy Interior permanent secretary for security 
affairs, Somphon Klinphongsa, said the Interior Minis- 
try would continue to follow Government policy on 
refugees and illegal immigration. 


Concerning an accusation by the UNHCR that seven 
Vietnamese refugees were killed when a Thai trawler 
rammed their boat off Trat province, Mr Somphon said 
he had not seen the report, though he was tracking down 
information concerning the alleged incident. 


Commenting on the extended stays of a large number of 
Indians, Pakistanis and Bangladeshis who work illegally 
at firms and factories throughout Bangkok and other 
provinces, the deputy permanent secretary said the min- 
or bow contacted the Immigration Division about this 


NATION Calls Economic 
BK060129 Bangkok THE NA 
6 Feb 88 p 4 


ON in English 


Editorial: “Vietnamese Economic Migrants Disregard 
ights of Others”) 


[Text] News about Thai authorities pushing back Viet- 

namese boat people from T:1i territorial waters has 

expectedly caused concerns i. the United States and 

some international relief agencies. They are afraid that 

the hap!ess Vietnamese would starve to death on the high 

-” or face harsh punishment when they return to 
ietnam. 


And now they are urging the Thai t to let the 
economic migrants enter Thailand so that they can apply 
for resettlement in some third countries. 


Those advocating leniency and respect for human rights 
of the economic migrants ought to look at the plight of 
these “long-stayers” and see whether their human rights 
have been violated by the economic migrants and pro- 
longed denial of resettlement opportunities. 


Since there are more than 110,000 refugees still in 
refugee camps in Thailand, why should the Thai govern- 
ment open the doors to let these economic migrants in? 


If the United States or any other resettlement country is 
so concerned about the human rights of the economic 
igrants, it should contact Hanoi and for an 

departure programme. But the United States and 
all other resettlement countries should not renege on 
whe aa to clear out the stranded refugees from 


They should also ask Hanoi why it continues to export 
economic migrants and facilitates, if not encourages, 
them to try enter Thailand illegally. Such irresponsible 
practice is a testament to Hanoi’s failure in domestic 
economic policy as well as Hanoi's shameless disregard 
of its own people and international norms. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


NATION Endorses Government Stance on 
BK090225 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Feb 88 p 4 


{Editorial: “Thailand Has the Right To Stop Illegal 
Immigrants”) . 


[Text] Humanitarianism is a powerful concept. One can 
hardly lose any argument when taking the side of human- 
itarianism. After all, one is arguing for humanity, But 
when humanitarianism clashes with national interest, a 
difficult dilemma arises. Thailand faced such a dilemma 
in coping with the influx of Vietnamese economic 
migrants who tried to enter Thailand under the guise of 
“boat peopole.” 


Thailand chose to bar the Vietnamese from landing on 
Thai shores, contending that it has the right to protect 
national interest by preventing the entry of illegal immi- 
grants. The United States as well as the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), however, 
took the humanitarian position in appealing for leniency 
for the Vietnamese. 


We believe Thailand is left with no better alternative. 
Permitting the Vietnamese to land and apply for reset- 
tlement in third countries will definitely attract an 
endless exodus from Vietnam. Moreover, a large number 
of the Vietnamese may not be accepted for resettlement 
anywhere. In fact, there are more than ! 10,000 Indochi- 
nese waiting in refugee camps in Thailand for resettle- 
ment Opportunities. 


Claims of persecution and human rights violation in 
Vietnam made by economic migrants to qualify for 
special treatment as “refugees” must be taken with a 
grain of salt. What we see now is mostly chain migration 
of Vietnamese attracted to the “promised land” in the 
West where their friends and relatives have resettled. 
Forced migration of refugees is only a myth, which the 
clever economic migrants try to perpetuate to guarantee 
their acceptance for resettlement in the West. 


The United States and the UNHCR can argue that 
Vietnamese economic migrants have the human right to 
seek freedom and well-being outside their country. Thus, 
all of them should be given temporary asylum in Thai- 
land and a chance to try their luck with the system of 
screening for resettlement. This like a humani- 
tarian response to the influx of the Vietnamese. But it is 
also hypocrisy. Neither the United States nor the 
UNHCR has a humanitarian solution to help the 
screened-out Vietnamese. Confining them in camps for 
years is inhumane. 


Vietnam never wants to take responsibility for its people 
who leave for a better life abroad. If it cares, Vietnam 
wouldn't have allowed its people to bribe their way into 
rer ee ee SE ee ae 

rst place. 
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If nobody wants them, Thailand will then be left with a 
growing number of Vietnamese who are stranded here, 
like those 110,000 Indochinese in refugee camps. If the 
United States and the UNHCR are really concerned 
about humanitarianism, they must concentrate first on 
Clearing out these Indochinese, who were allowed to 
enter Thailand under the presumption of temporary 
asylum. The United States and the UNHCR led Thai- 
land to the understanding that all of them would even- 
tually be taken for resettlement in third countries. 
Humanitarianism demands the United States and the 
UNHCR to keep their promises and help Thailand as 
well as the refugees. 


The United States and the UNHCR should also express 
their “humanitarian concerns” with Vietnam and 
improve the Orderly Departure Programme. Making the 
ODP work can save a large number of Vietnamese the 
trouble and money of having to disguise as “boat peo- 
ple.” 


Yet, there will still be a large number of Vietnamese who 
are not qualified for the ODP. These Vietnamese will try 
to enter Thailand and apply for resettlement. Pushing 
them back from Thai waters could be a deterrence. It is 
only a second best option for Thailand. The best solution 
to this problem is for the world community to exert 
pressure on Vietnam to take better care of its own 


people. 


Muslims Ask Prem To Amend ‘Unfair’ Dress Rule 
BK090245 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Feb 88 pp I, 2 


{By Udomlak Onketphon, Phanu Suwanchinda and 
Tunsathit Thaptim] 


[Text] Southern Muslims are planning to demonstrate 
against a rule that they claim is contradictory to Islamic 
Law. 


Bangkok Muslim leaders warn that forbidding Muslim 
students to wear religious attire to class could become a 
major conflict. 


About 50 Muslims rallied at Government House yester- 
day and urged Premier Prem Tinsulanon to amend the 
Education Ministry’s policy, which has sparked a con- 
flict in Yala Province. 


Last month, about 500 students of Yala Teachers’ Train- 
ing College boycotted classes. They were upset that eight 
female Muslim students were allowed to wear their 
religious attire to class, while others must follow a strict 
dress code. 


Earlier, Education Minister Marut Bunnak, responding 
to requests by southern MPs, ordered the college to allow 
the religious dress. 
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The protest was the second in two weeks by Bangkok 
Muslims. 


They submitted a letter, addressed to the premier, which 
said southern Muslims dominating four provinces— 
Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat and Satun—will soon meet to 
plan a protest against “this unfair regulation.” The letter 
did not elaborate on the plan. 


The letter advised Prem to immediately find ways to 
settle the problem before it grows into a major religious 
dispute. 


“This kind of problem has destroyed other countries. We 
want the prime minister to consider it very carefully,” 
the letter said. 


Muslim leaders, citing the constitutional right to equal 
freedom for all religious practices, say Islamic teaching 
clearly specifies that Muslim women must cover most of 
their bodies with clothes. 


One of the leaders, Somchai Niraphaichit, told reporters 
that wearing Islamic clothes “‘is a religious belief, not 
tradition.” 


The group yesterday also went to the Office of Chularat- 
chamontri [Islamic affairs adviser] but failed to see 
spiritual leader Prasoet Mohamat, who has been ill. 


Prasoet’s secretary Prasit Mohamat told THE NATION 
that the office last Friday told the Cabinet and the 
Education and Interior ministries that covering most 
parts of women’s bodies is an “Islamic principle.” 


Prasit admitted many Muslim women ignore the reli- 
gious rule. 


“This happens with all religions. There are those who are 
strict and others who are more liberal,” he said. 


Meanwhile, a group of Muslim students led by Apdun 
Mana Waedolo, chairman of the Thai-Muslim Students 
Association, urged House Speaker Chuan Likphai to 
push for an amendment to the regulation. 


“The problem isn’t limited to Yala. It has become a 
problem of the whole Muslim community,” Apdun told 
reporters. 


Vietnam 


Foreign Ministry Statement Condemns Thailand 
BK091156 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] The spokesman for the Foreign Ministry of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam on Tuesday issued a 
statement condemning Thailand’s large-scale attacks on 
various localities in Sayaboury Province of Laos. The 
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statement denounces Thailand’s ban on trade activities 
in the border region of the two countries while instigat- 
ing acts of sabotage against Laos People’s Democratic 
Republic. 


The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry spokesman rejected 
the slanderous allegation that Vietnam is involved in the 
Lao-Thai border conflict. He said: This slanderous 
charge is aimed to sidetrack the world public, prevent the 
developing trend for dialogue in the region, and serve the 
interests of foreign reactionaries. 


The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry stressed that Thai- 
land’s acts of aggression against Laos run counter to the 
interests of both peoples of Laos and Thailand and to the 
desire for peace of peoples in Southeast Asia. The 
statement demanded that Thailand negotiate with Laos 
to peacefully solve all outstanding issues between the two 
countries according to the principles stipulated in the 
joint Lao-Thai communique signed in 1979. 


The statement affirmed Vietnam’s support for the Lao 
people’s struggle to defend their sovereignty and territo- 


rial integrity. 


Radio Reports Statement 
BK091230 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 9 Feb 88 


(“Foreign Ministry spokesman’s statement”—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] The 5 February 1988 statement by the LPDR 
Foreign Ministry clearly pointed out that, in the past few 
days, the Thai-Lao border situation in the Na Bonoi area 
‘of Sayaboury Province has been continuously tense. 
Disregarding the LPDR’s good-will proposals and inter- 
national public protests, some high-ranking responsible 
people among the Thai ruling circles have publicly 
incited acts of aggression and have threatened to use 
force to drive the Lao troops out of the contested area. 


Thailand has mobilized large numbers of troops from 
two military regions and the Thai Special Forces sup- 
ported by artillery and Air Force to impetuously attack 
Lao positions. Particulary serious was that along with 
using the aforesaid modern weapons, the Thai aircraft 
wantonly dropped bombs including CBW [chemical and 
biological warfare] bombs, killing Lao civilians. At the 
same time, Thailand has banned trade and movement 
between the peoples in the border area of the two 
countries, intensified propaganda and instigated anti- 
LPDR activities. 


This very dangerous escalation stems from the system- 
atic scheme of invading Lao territory by Thai ultraright- 
ists. Since the signing of the treaties between France and 
Siam in 1904 and 1907, they have never renounced their 
scheme of grabbing Lao territory fragment by fragment. 
In 1941-45, during World War II, they relied on the 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Japanese fascists to grab and occupy the Lao territory of 
Sayaboury Province. In 1984, Thailand arrogantly sent 
troops to occupy three Lao villages, and this issue has not 
yet been settled completely. 


That Thailand brazenly claimed the use of force as the 
means to settle the dispute in Na Bonoi area indicates 
that the Thai ruling circles have not renounceditheir 
ambition over Lao territory. The military adventure of 
the Thai ruling circles, supported by international reac- 
tionaries, is further aimed at causing tension to justify 
their confrontation policy which is being condemned by 
the public both at home and abroad. 


The Thai ruling circles have not ceased to repeat their 
slanderous allegation of Vietnam’s involvement in the 
Lao-Thai border conflict, in order to mislead public 
Opinion, serve the interests of foreign reactionaries, and 
obstruct the developing trend for dialogue in the region. 


The Thai ruling circles’ acts run completely counter to 
the interests of the peoples of Laos and Thailand, and to 
the desire for peace and stability of the Southeast Asian 
peoples. They are certainly doomed to defeat. 


The SRV vehemently condemns these attacks, the occu- 
pying of Lao territory, and the sabotaging of peace and 
stability by the Thai ultrarightists, and demands they put 
an immediate end to these acts. The Vietnamese people 
and government fully support the correct stand and 
good-will attitude of the LPDR, and persistently demand 
that Thailand negotiate with Laos a peaceful settlement 
of all problems in the relations between the two countries 
in the spirit of fraternal neighborliness and according to 
the principles stipulated in the two Lao-Thai joint com- 
muniques in 1979. The Vietnamese people and govern- 
ment fully support the LPDR’s struggle to defend its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


Commentaries View Lao-Thai Border Dispute 


Article Urges Talks 
BkK090418 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 9 Feb 88 


{International Topics” feature unattributed “article”: 
“Flawed Logic, Bad Faith’’] 


[Text] Close scrutiny of allegations made by Thailand 
concerning its continuing conflict with Laos in the Boten 
area, Sayaboury Province, will reveal, first of all, Bang- 
kok’s truculent and arrogant attitude. The Thai side has 
not only refused to hold talks with Laos but has even 
imposed a condition: If Laos wants to talk, it must 
withdraw its troops from the disputed area, which falls 
under Lao sovereignty. Thai Army Commander in Chief 
Chawalit said that Thai troops would fight to drive all 
Lao forces out of the disputed area within 2 or 3 days. 


FBIS-EAS-88-026 
9 February 1986 


The Thai side’s war escalation is causing concern among 
other countries in the region. From a number of small 
infantry units with the support of a few hundred artillery 
shells and some combat planes taking part in land- 
grabbing attacks against Laos at the beginning, Thailand 
is now firing 2,000 heavy artillery shells, flying dozens of 
bomber sorties, and mobilizing hundreds of ground 
troops in its daily assaults on the Na Bonoi area, a part of 
Lao territory in Boten District, Sayaboury Province. The 
land-grabbers have even used toxic chemicals-carrying 
shells and bombs, cluster-bomb units, and time bombs, 
causing considerable loss of property to the Lao people. 
The ok authorities are also dispatching an unpre- 
cedentedly large armed force to the disputed area. 


The second maneuver by the Thai ultrarightist circles is 
in telling lies and making up stories. The most glaring 
example of this tactic concerns the downing of a Thai F-5 
fighter by Laos on | February while it was committing 
crimes over Lao territory. When the news was broken by 
the Lao side, it was summarily dismissed by the Thai 
authorities who :laimed that all Thai aircraft had 
returned to their bases safely. But when it was no longer 
possible to deny the truth, they stated that the plane was 
shot down by Vietnamese gunners. This allegation by 
Thai Foreign Minister Sawetsila, however, was brushed 
off by the Thai Army spokesman who maintained that it 
was still too early to affirm that the Thai F-5 was brought 
down by Vietnamese troops. 


The Thai ultrarightists’ third trick is to boast about 
imagined victories to mislead public opinion, especially 
Thai opinion. The Thai Army commander in chief 
cocked up the figures of casualties said to have been 
suffered by the Lao forces, contending that Lao losses 
were thrice those of Thailand. Carried away in a flight of 
fancy, he blustered: We have really taught them a lesson 
this time; the morale of our soldiers is very high. 


Meanwhile, Thai Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon him- 
self has spoken out profusely in an attempt to justify 
Thailand’s stand concerning its territorial dispute with 
Laos. Observers wonder: Why did Bangkok do that? Was 
it because of its flawed logic and bad faith that it felt 
compelled to explain and defend itself, even resorting to 
fanciful fabrications? 


From this, one can deduce that Thai opinion is so deeply 
concerned and worried about the territorial conflict with 
a neighboring country that the ruling circles have had to 
justify their position. 

Thailand’s continued escalation and use of military 
forces to attack and seize Lao territory is an dangerous 
act of adventurism. The most correct way to settle this 
dispute is for Thailand to begin talks with Laos. 


Daily on Nov, Dec Incidents 
BK081404 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 7 Feb 88 


(From the daily “Press Review] 


[Text] On its international news page, QUAN DOI 
NHAN DAN today carries an article on the facts about 
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Thailand’s land-grabbing operations against the LPDR. 
The article says in part: With the aim of occupying this 
region, from 3-5 November and especially since 15 
December 1987, the Thai leadership's ultrarightist reac- 
tionary group has ruthlessly launched land-grabbing 
operations against Laos. They have used artillery, F-5 jet 
fighters, helicopters armed with rockets, and chemical 
weapons to attack positions of the Lao local army. This 
act of Thai military adventurism against the LPDR is a 
gross violation of the independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity of Laos. It tramples the 1979 Lao- 
Thai joint statement, violates the UN Charter and inter- 
national laws, and runs counter to the trend for peace in 
the region. 


Party Paper Says Viewpoint 
BK081038 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
29 Jan 88 p 4 


(Unattributed commentary: “The Thai Side Should 
Respond Positively’’] 


{Text] Public opinion in Southeast Asia and the world is 
deeply concerned about the military attacks and land- 
grabbing acts aimed at Lao territory by Thai ultrarightist 
reactionaries, which have strained the situation in the 
region. For over a month now, they have incessantly 
strengthened their infantry, artillery, and air forces and 
even used chemical weapons to carry out continual 
military attacks and land-grabbing acts against Lao ter- 
ritory at Na Bonoi village in Boten District of Sayaboury 
Province, thus causing great losses, in both lives and 
property, to the people in this country. 


These are the Thai side’s most brazen armed provoca- 
tions in the past 12 years and are blatant violations of the 
LPDR’s independence, sovereignty, and territorial integ- 
rity. The local armed forces and people of Boten District 
have maintained their legitimate right to self-defense in 
countering these land-grabbing acts. At the same time, 
the Lao side has clearly demonstrated its goodwill and 
desire to solve the problem of relations between the two 
countries by peaceful means. 


It is regrettable that the Thai side remains indifferent to 
this goodwill and continues to be deeply involved in 
these adventurous military acts. During the fighting, a 
number of top officials in the Thai ruling circles made an 
observation tour of this border area. They unilaterally 
declared that the Na Bonoi area—the territory under Lao 
sovereignty—belonged to Thailand, publicly encouraged 
the land-grabbing acts, and rudely demanded that the 
borderline be readjusted. They also brought forth unrea- 
sonable arguments in an attempt to slander Vietnam and 
evade negotiations with Laos. It should be further 
pointed out that in addition to generating tension along 
its border with Laos, Thailand recently signed an agree- 
ment allowing the United States to set up a large arms 
depot in northern Thailand, close to Lao territory. This, 
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a new step in U.S.-Thai military collusion, is aimed at 
opposing the LPDR, as well as Cambodia and Vietnam, 
and threatening peace and security in the region. 


Renghet has behaved in a dreadfully erroneous manner 
sought to run counter to the trend developing in 
the region and the world—that is, the trend of settling 
differences in relations between countries through dia- 
logue, not confrontation. 


In the present situation, we warmly acclaim the LPDR’s 
self-restraint and efforts aimed at ending the conflict 
caused by the Thai side. We fully support the LPDR 
Government’s correct stance and attitude of goodwill 
put forth in its 25 January statement. That is the correct 
solution—proceeding from the traditional friendship 
between the peoples of Laos and Thailand and based on 
the fundamental principles of the two Lao-Thai joint 
statements in 1979. Thai authorities must clearly per- 
ceive that their strength has its limits and that territorial 
ambitions can only lead to disaster and failure. They 
should show their political perspicacity by responding 
with practical deeds to the legitimate demands of the Lao 
side—and by immediately ending all military attacks 
and land-grabbing acts and pulling all of their armed 
forces out of the occupied area while resuming talks with 
the LPDR, talks aimed at solving all existing problems in 
the relations between the two countries in line with the 
interests of the peoples of Laos and Thailand and other 
countries in the region. 


N Co Thach on ASEAN, PRC 
BK080129 Bangkok THE NA TION in English 


8 Feb 88 p 2 


(Report on interview given by Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Co Thach to THE NA NON copactes Kani Conaatede 
won in Ho Chi Minh City “recently”’] 


{Text} Ho Chi Minh City—Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
guyen Co Thach said ASEAN “ambiguity” on the 
Kampuchean problem has provided Benced eM for 
political manoeuvring between Vietnam 


Since the third ASEAN summit in Manila last Decem- 
ber, there has been a change of tone in the ASEAN 
position on the 9-year-old conflict, Thach said. 


In an interview with THE NATION in Ho Chi Minh 
City recently, Thach said that the joint communique 
after the ASEAN summit enabled the Sihanouk-Hun Sen 
talks to continue and ended the stalemate of negotiations 
in the Kampuchean war. 


“If you compare that with the ASEAN foreign ministers 
meeting in August, the call at the ASEAN summit is 
different,” Thach said. 
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The August meeting in Bangkok, Thach pointed out, 
destroyed the agreement between Vietnam and Indone- 
sia at Ho Chi Minh City last July by interpreting that 
Vietnam must join in the talks between warring Kampu- 
chean groups. 


“At the summit, the ASEAN leaders did not reiterate this 
interpretation. ASEAN welcomed the Hun Sen-Siha- 
nouk talks but criticised the postponement oy Sihanouk 
of the meeting in January,” Thach said, “which pushed 
Sihanouk to reconvene the talks in France. 


The second round of peace talks between Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk and Premier Hun Sen of the Vietnamese- 
backed government, which was cancelled and resumed, 
was held on Jan 21 without much progress. 


At the summit, the ASEAN joint communique said that 
Vietnam must join in the negotiations to end the Kam- 
puchean conflict, but did not say when, according to 
Thach. 


Thailand could interpret that as saying Vietnam must 
join in during the talks among Kampuchean factions, but 
the Indochinese countries’ and Vietnam’s interpretation 
is that Hanoi will only join in an international confer- 
ence on Kampuchea after peace talks among Kampu- 


chean groups. 


“This way, the ambiguity is achieved. It is positive. This 
ambiguity is good for everybody and ASEAN because 
there is a wider ground for manoeuvers,” Thach said, 
adding that if the summit decision was to engage Viet- 
nam in the Sihanouk-Hun Sen talks, there would be a 
stalemate in the Kampuchean peace talks. 


Thach welcomed Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s 


“remark to Vietnamese Ambassador Le Mai early last 


year that both Thailand and Vietnam are small countries 
and it is in their mutual interest to have economic 


cooperation. 


He also was pleased with Army Commander in Chief 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut’s decision to withdraw Thai 
troops to 15 kilometres inside the border with Kampu- 
chea, where Vietnam has 120,000 occupation troops. “I 
_ it was a wise policy and we recipocate,” Thach 


Vietnam wants to join ASEAN for economic coopera- 
tion—not for military cooperation—and to realize the 
+ to of a peace, freedom, and neutrality zone, Thach 
said. 


“Vietnam wants to be part of ASEAN. We don’t need the 
Indochinese federation,” Thach said. “It has to be a fairy 
tale from some quarters” that Vietnam wants such a 
federation. 
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In the long term, Thach believes, the Kampuchean 
problem of interest to China. [sentence as published] 
i only wants to use Kampuchea as a pawn,” he 


Thach, who is also Vietnam’s deputy premier, said 
China refused to support the Sihanouk-Hun Sen talks 
and at the sametime refused to discuss the Kampuchean 
war with Vietnam. 


“What China has done is to negotiate with the Soviet 
Union. China knows that Moscow cannot solve the 
Kampuchean problem. So China only negotiated with 
non-concerned party. That gives you some idea,” Thach 
added, “China uses Kampuchea as a pawn to pursue its 
global interest.” 


China and the Soviet Union have discussed the Kampu- 
chean problem in their normalization talks. Beijing cited 
the Kampuchean problem as one of three main obstacles 
to the improvement of bilateral ties. But the talks did not 
produce much result on the Vietnamese presence in 


Kampuchea. 


“The Kam problem is not the main concern of 
China. It is a bargaining chip with the Soviet Union and 
United States,” Thach said. 


However, Thach is confident that in the future China 
and Vietnam will be friends. Both countries have thou- 
sands years of history and over the past four decades, 
mostly of close friendship, the two sides have been 
enemies for only a short period, he said. 


On Vietnam's trade relations, Thach said foreign coun- 
tries want to do business with Vietnam because they can 
make a profit. 


Among ASEAN countries, he said, the Vietnamese- 
Indonesian trade volume this year can exceed that 
between Vietnam and Singapore's because of a large 
amount of urea fertilizer and rice imported from Indo- 
nesia. 


“We want to buy rice from Thailand, but Thailand has 
~ the sale of rice to Vietnam,” he said. “Too 


Thach said Thai-Vietnamese trade will increase because 
of new business deals and prospects in joint ventures. 
“The Thai businessmen are honest,” he said. “The ones 
that deal with us,” he added. 


Paper Examines Motive Behind XINHUA Charges 
BK080948 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 27 Jan 88 p 4 


ye article: “What Is The Motive Behind 
Slanderous Allegations ?”"] 


[Text] In the past several days, XINHUA has spread a 
news report that “since early this year Vietnam has fired 
more than 2,000 artillery shells into the Laoshan border 
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area of Yunnan Province” and that “in mid-January 
Vietnam launched seven surprise attacks on various 
Chinese border defense posts.” This is a totally ground- 
less news report. The fact is that during this period the 
Chinese side, with its dark political schemes, carried out 
many provocative military acts against Vietnam, thus 
causing tension along the border between the two coun- 
tries. Since | January, Chinese troops have fired more 
than 3,000 artillery shells on areas of Vi Xuyen District, 
Ha Tuyen Province and made many intrusions into 
Vietnamese territory. 


Public opinion realized that while Vietnam showed its 
goodwill and aspiration for a normalization of relations 
with China and the Vietnamese press restrained from 
criticizing this country, the Chinese side, on the one 
hand, carried out military provocative acts against Viet- 
nam and on the other hand, spread slanderous allega- 
tions against this country. This act by the Chinese side 
has encouraged one to link it with another event: That is, 
Thai troops have recently attacked and occupied a 
number of positions inside Lao territory, thus creating a 
border conflict between Laos and Thailand. However, 
the Chinese side has supported Thailand—the country 
that must bear full responsibility in this conflict—by 
spreading news from various sources in Thailand making 
slanderous allegations against Laos, thus creating more 
tension in Lao-Thai relations. 


From the lack of accuracy and objectivity in these two 
instances of news reporting one has good reason to 
conclude that China has still not changed its policy of 
fomenting tension with the Indochinese countries. 
Occurring at a time when Chairman Hun Sen and Prince 
Sihanouk are holding a dialogue to find a political 
solution to the Cambodian issue, the spreading of these 
fallacious, hostility-provoking news reports cannot but 
make public opinion think that Beijing is irate because 
the dialogue does not fit in with its scheme. Is it not true 
that China is seeking to sidetrack public opinion, which 
is encouraging the Hun Sen-Sihanouk dialogue? This 
shows that China still lacks a realistic attitude and is still 
seeking to create tension to obstruct the trend for dia- 
logue, which is developing vigorously in the region. 
This move by Beijing is surely not going to win the 
approval of progressive opinion. 

Nguyen Van Linh Addresses Southern Conference 


First Installment 
BK071257 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 6 Feb 88 


“First part of summary” of speech by CPV General 

Nguyen Van Linh delivered at the “recent” 
Conference of the Executive Committee of the Ho Chi 
Minh City Party Committee and published in SAIGON 
GIAI PHONG entitled: “Develop Democracy to Let the 
People Control Cadres”—read by announcer] 


[Text] At this conference, you comrades are worrying 
that a year has elapsed since the Sixth CPV Congress and 
that during this time the party Central Committee has 
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issued resolutions at its second, third, and fourth ple- 
nums, but implementation has been carried out slowly, 
while difficulties and negativism continue to prevail. 
This is a matter of prime concern of many other locali- 
ties. I have received many letters from individucls and 
collectives, some asking me to spare them a few minutes 
to tell me about this matter. We should frankly realize 
that after the liberation we experienced serious errors in 
building socialism. The bureaucratic administration and 
state subsidies system has been prevalent, while the 
spirit of self-criticism and criticism at party and state 
Organizations has not been strengthened. The work-style 
that encourages cadres to stay close to and listen to the 
people to satisfy their legitimate aspirations—a work 
style that was carried out very satisfactorily during the 
resistance period—has been affected considerably by the 
bureaucratic administration system. The people’s right 
to collective mastery has been violated, especially errors 
in carrying out the policy on prices, wages, and money in 
September 1985. These shortcomings have created a 
precarious situation for our economy. 


The sixth party congress resolution and other resolutions 
of the party Central Committee’s second, third, and 
fourth plenums have restored hope in all of us. However, 
we have erroneously believed that with these resolutions, 
we could change the situation immediately. Although the 
situation has not changed completely, it has changed 
noticeably i in certain respects. I have talked about this 
situation many times and, at & recent meeting with 
Asian-Pacific journalist~, | reiterated that it takes time 
for a bedridden pati. jt. "°™ ver as there is no mirac- 
ulous medicine that can maxe him rise up overnight. It is 
not easy to visualize this matter in the initial stage, but 
we can bring it about if we if we try to do so actively. 


It is this state of mind that prevents people from seeing 
Clearly all the initial changes. First of all, we must realize 
that the initial viewpoints of the party Central Commit- 
tee, although they have not been concretized at an early 
date, have created a certain source of encouragement for 
laborers and cadres, thus making it possible for them to 
surge forward to overcome many difficulties. 


In the recent 10th-month crop and winter-spring crop 
seasons, despite adverse weather conditions, peasants 
and cadres in various provinces were still able to carry 
out their work actively. Instead of facing a crop failure 
and serious grain problem, almost all localities produced 
a relatively large volume of grain. Even in our city, 
despite numerous difficulties especially in the supply of 
electricity, efforts have still been made by the industrial 
sector to actively procure raw materials for production. 


With regard to the struggle against negativism, the 
manasa Wave Wanna 00 tonbead 0 Resshation Ne. 04 of 
the party Central Committee Political Bureau and efforts 
have been exerted by the press to participate in promot- 
ing democratic rights and creating favaorable conditions 
for the masses to struggle against negativism. That 
means, in the field of production as well as in fostering 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


democracy, that a number of initial changes have been 
effected in the settlement of cases involving negativism 
both among various sectors and units and in society. 
Some localities have also replaced incapable, conserva- 
tive, and negative cadres. 


However, these positive changes have been hindered by 
old practices and overshadowed by long-existing difficul- 
ties, thus making it impossible for many people to 
identify with, or believe, that they are worthy enough for 
the present difficult situation. There still remain a lot of 
things to be done and we still cannot be satisfied with 
these initial changes. However, since we have embarked 
on the struggle to overcome many great difficulties for 
only | year, we must fully realize the importance of these 
positive changes along the line of renovation. 


Some comrades have requested that I contribute some 
views to the work programs of the city party committee 
and people’s committee. I am sorry that I cannot tell you 
about all the specific tasks in the city. Based on various 
resolutions of the party Central Committee, you com- 
rades should go ahead to discuss and decide on your 
work programs and then provide guidance for carrying 
them out. Here, I would like to make a few remarks 
about the common situation in the country and call your 
attention to some of our problems at present so that you 
comrades can relate them to the tasks of the city. 


It can be said that after the liberation of our country, we 
faced an objective truth: Our entire country, a backward 
agricultural country, is advancing directly to socialism at 
a time when we still have not achieved total peace. 
Meanwhile, we have to feed an army, which is the largest 
in the world if compared to the ratio between its mem- 
bers and our population; perform our duty toward our 
friends in Cambodia; defend our northern border; and 
constantly prepare ourselves for a war that can be waged 
by the enemy in order to defeat him as we did in 1979. 
We also have to feed a broad segment of civil servants 
who, due to the system of bureaucratic administration, 
have become inefficient, devoured the state budget rav- 
enously and, at times, even caused great inconvenience 
to various echelons and the people. In view of this, apart 
from the many other tasks, one of the tasks that is being 
directed by the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau and Secretariat is to rearrange the organizational 
structure and streamline the management machinery. 
This task is facing difficulties due to the thinking of 
being a meritorious statesman, obsolete thinking, the 
adoption of a wait-and-see attitude, the failure to take 
action against wrongdoers for the sake of saving face, 
and the practice of taking advantage of the reduction of 
staff personnel to cricticize or remove each others from 
a position. This is not the spirit of communists who tend 
to unite with and love each other for the sake of the 
common cause. 
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Second Installment 
BK080651 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 7 Feb 88 


(“Conclusion of the summary” of speech by CPV Cen- 
tral Committee General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh at 
the “recent” conference of Ho Chi Minh City’s Party 


Organization) 


[Text] Another point that the resolution of the sixth 
party congress affirmed, and that we are currently car- 
rying out, is to purify the party and state organs, enhance 
their militant strength and push back negative practices 
in society. This is also a very important task. 


The bureaucratic subsidy-based system of management 
has bred numerous irrational policies, and the difficulty- 
ridden economy has created objective circumstances 
where poorly trained cadres become alienated from the 
masses, corrupt, arrogant, and status-hungry. This has 
resulted in disunity in within many party committees. 
Moreover, we have long neglected cadre planning work. 
For this reason, after the sixth party congress the Polit- 
ical Bureau and Secretariat had to spend no less than 2 
months studying and discussing this matter. As a result, 
some changes in cadre assignment have been made. This 
is no simple task, and it cannot be carried out in a hurry. 
Yet, cadres are the decisive factor, and if we fail to tackle 
this job, it is certain that no policies can be implemented. 


Renovation is a revolution. If the task of carrying out a 
revolution is put in the hands of conservative, sluggard- 
ly, and opportunist people, the revolution will surely 
drag on or fail altogether. 


The di -ridden economic situation has given rise 
to social difficulties. Recently, theft, robbery, murder, 
superstition, and fraudulent business practices have 
become widespread in many localities. We must simul- 
taneously struggle against negativism within our ranks 
and against negativism in society. 


The question of cadre will decide whether the sixth party 
congress resolution will be satisfactorily implemented. 
We must be specific in evaluating cadres. At present, 
nobody has any objection to renovation, many even talk 
a lot about it. Only when it comes to practicing it in 
specific area can it be seen clearly who has a correct way 
of thinking and who is conservative and opportunist. In 
solving the problems of a modern society, there are many 
things for which a ready solution cannot be found in 
books. In such a case, we must, on the basis of the party 
resolutions, rethink our , and sometimes we 
even have to rethink a number of theoretical issues. On 
the one hand we must hold fast to the party's policies; on 
the other hand we must delve into reality and sometimes 
must do some experiments before we can come up with 
suitable renovation policies. No talented individual or 
ifted leader can make a pronouncement that is applica- 
to all circumstances. When working with cadres, 
Uncle Ho normally was not the first to speak his mind 
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but coaxed others to pour out their thoughts. Finally, he 
would approve of the right ideas, disapprove of the 
wrong ones, and clearly analyze the reasons for his 
disapproval. He would even call for a vote on his own 
suggestions. Once proven by the vote that he was in the 
minority, he would say: I must give in to the majority. 
This is a very special style that we must emulate. 


Most of our party cadres and members are good. If they 
were not, we would not be here now. But bad elements 
have persistently tried by one way or another to sneak 
into the party and reach the higher rung of its ladder; and 
they even have many clever tricks for self-promotion. 
Negativism has become widespread among cadres. Cad- 
res who have power and who are in control of organs 
endowed with wealth are a special case. If these cadres do 
not strive to improve themselves, they can succumb very 
easily to the temptation of negativism and commit 
horrifying theft of state property. They can steal mil- 
lions, tens of millions, hundreds of millions, nothing less. 


Comrades, I earnestly hope that you will pay attention to 
guiding actively the implementation of the resolution 
adopted by the Political Bureau on this issue. This work, 
instead of being done in secret, should be given full press 
coverage. We must keep in mind Lenin’s statement that 
cadres constitute a decisive factor. No matter how cor- 
rect policies and resolutions may be, they cannot be 
turned into reality unless their implementation is dis- 
cussed and guided by cadres; otherwise, they will only 
remain locked up in the desk drawer. Therefore, com- 
rades, it is my fervent hope that you, together with the 
center, give due attention to the issue of cadres. 


We have now established the line for renovation, espe- 
cially renovation in socioeconomic thinking, conforming 
to a democratic style which calls for internal unity, 
democracy toward the people, and openness in our 
actions. Therefore, production plans involving the three 
types of enterprise funds must be made public for the 
information of the masses so they can control them. 
Democracy is very important. All conditions must be 
created for the people to truly exercise their mastery in 
every enterprise, every trading store, every city ward or 
village, and every public organ. To find good cadres, 
detect negative cases, and unmask bad elements, we 
must effect democracy at every grass-roots unit. As the 
economic situation is still replete with difficulties, we 
must pay great attention to developing democracy so as 
to generate enthusiasm among the people and cadres in 
joining efforts to overcome the common diffficulties. 
Democracy must be promoted so as to enable the people 
to join in making the party and state pure, firm, and 
strong so the latter can lead and organize efforts to 
accomplish the cause of renovation successfully. 


In our endeavor to promote democracy and combat 
negativism, the press plays a crucial role that should be 
appropriately developed and utilized. Openness toward 
the people must be observed. Owing to my deep concern 
over the situation, I have written a number of newspaper 
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articles in the “Things That Must Be Done Immediate- 
ly” column. Nevertheless, some comrades expressed the 
misgiving that this action was tantamount to discredit- 
ing our own party and blackening our own system in an 
excessive manner. I thought things must be publicized in 
the press so as to accelerate efforts to improve the 
situation; but I did not know, nor could I write about 
every case. It was only through the press that I had 
learned of certain cases. Afterward, some ministers and 
local leaders have actively started investigations and a 
number of cases have been resolved, thereby creating a 
comenen teapeins. Tae Gass or nae ivism that took place 
at the 4th Precinct Tax Service of this city is an example. 
However, it has come to my attention that the case at the 
4th Precinct Tax Service has yet to be settled thoroughly 
and satisfactorily. Although the service chief has gone to 
jail, his subordinates are still there and may cause 
trouble. Comrades, you must follow up this case and deal 
with it accordingly. When a case is pointed out by the 
press, the responsible organs must investigate and settle 
it; for it is not enough for the press to just raise its voice. 
Our press is also a forum of the people. But many people 
have, for several years now, continued to be oppressed 
and framed up. That is why there is a saying: “Do not hit 
back or you will be hacked into bits.” Many people dare 
not speak up their minds because of fear. Others did 
bring up their complaints with higher echelons but the 
latter were too busy or even too uninterested to have 
everything settled. Now that they have an opportunity to 
speak to the press, the people are very elated, for 
following the revelation of the press, the responsible 
echelons have settled the problems satisfactorily, thus 
Creating a democratic and enthusiastic atmosphere 
among the people so they can overcome difficulties in 
implementing various party resolutions. 


After a year, we now have some experiences. The press 
must print articles written by the masses reflecting good 
and bad things. Naturally, prior to being reported by the 
press, complaints must be carefully investigated and 
examined to prevent evil people from abusing the press 
forum. Party committee echelons must lead the press 
and make good use of it in supervising and promoting 
ny the implementation of various party reso- 
utions. 


Finally, in view of production and business work in the 
city, I suggest you comrades keep in mind the following 
points: 


Recently when reading an article in the paper SAIGON 
GIAI PHONG, | found that the city had a backlog of 
2,000 metric tons of pineapples because of its failure to 
process or distribute them. This is unfortunate. It 
reminds us of the need to develop the role and effects of 
science and technology in this city and in various prov- 
inces. Achieving scientific and technical development to 
serve the three major economic programs is a work that 
cannot be ignored by this city. 
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As our city is also a place which has experienced with 
promoting and guiding economic components to operate 
in the right direction in order to make contributions to 
society, it must strive harder to muster various economic 
components to participate in the production of more and 
higher-quality goods. The production of those consumer 
goods in the city which are in great demand abroad must 
be maintained, and their quantities and quality must be 
increased in order to contribute to the export program. 
Apart from guarding against smugglers and dishonest 
merchants, we must also know how to exploit the busi- 
ness acumen of professional traders without allowing 
their acumen to be left in oblivion. 


As for tax, I think that we must not refer to all kinds of 
taxes generally as industrial and trade taxes. Instead, we 
must distinguish between industrial and trade taxes. 
Industrial tax must be lower than trade tax if we are to 
promote increased production. We must consider tax 
exemption or reduction for certain kinds of essential 
goods. Among the traders’ circles, the collection of tax 
must be carried out appropriately, taking into account 
the difference between those people who have large 
capital and earn great profits and those small traders and 
street hawkers who are trying to make ends meet. 


As a former city party committee secretary who is 
returning to visit you after being away for some time, I 
have disqussed cordially with you, comrades, some prob- 
lems which are of our interest. Maybe you comrades had 
already known in advance all I said. But it is my 
experience that there are problems that need to be 
reiterated for many times. 


Now the nation’s traditional Tet is approaching. The 
new year will be the Year of the Dragron. I wish the city 
sucess 5-10 times greater than last year so that the Year 
of the Dragon will become a golden year. 


Colonel Interviewed on Troop Recruitment 
BK090930 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 29 Jan 88, p 2 


[Reporter Dao Van Su’s interview with Colonel Nguyen 
Xuan Cac, head of the Troop Recruitment Office, Orga- 
nizational and Troop Mobilization Department, Minis- 
try of National Defense] 


[Text}—Reporter: Comrade could you tell me if there is 
anything new in this year’s troop recruitment plan? 


—The Head of the Troop Recruitment Office [HTRO]: 
Basically, this year’s recruitment plan remains the same 
as in previous years. The only things new are that this 
year we will pay special attention to the quality of 
draftees and that all provinces and cities thoroughout the 
country will have to fulfill their recruitment quota for the 
whole year through only one troop recruitment drive. To 
ensure the quality of those drafted, localities must carry 
out recruitment scrupulously, taking into account the 
draftees’s health and political qualities. This work must 


be carried out in the spirit of “known by the people, 
discussed by the people, done by the people, and super- 
vised by the people.” They must be determined not to 
draft into the Army those youths not meeting political 
standards or those who are entitled to exemption or 
deferment from military service because of particularly 
difficult family situations. 


—Reporter: Is it against the Law on Military Service to 
have localities carry out only one troop recruitment per 
year? What are the positive aspects of this method? 


—HTRO: This method of recruitment is compatible 
with the Law on Military Service. Article 21, Clause |, 
Chapter IV of the law stipulates that “troop recruitment 
must be carried out once or twice a year in February, 
March, August, or September.” The chairman of the 
Council of Ministers issued Decision No 350/CT, dated 
17 December 1987, based on requirements for building 
the armed forces and on the specific situations of rele- 
vant localities. 


Since 1982, the Organizational and Troop Mobilization 
Department has joined with some local administrations 
in studying and experimenting with the assignment of 
annual troop recruitment quotas to certain pilot villages, 
districts, and provinces for fulfillment in only one drive. 
The results obtained are very good, for a lot of energy 
and money is saved and a great deal of convenience has 
been created for localities concerned. With only one 
troop recruitment drive per year, party committee ech- 
elons and local administrations will be able to save a lot 
of time in organizing work implementation. Because 
there is only one drive per year, they will focus greater 
efforts on implementing it to obtain better results. To 
local military affairs organs, this means that prepara- 
tions for troop recruitment will be cut down by 4 months 
per year. This 4-month period is a valuable time span 
during which these organs can organize local military 
work and prepare for troop recruitment during the 
ensuing years. Furthermore, with a yearly troop recruit- 
ment drive, the number of times youths have to be called 
up for physical examinization for recruitment will be 
fewer by one. This will help reduce the affect on produc- 
tion and activities of youths as well as of various 
localities, public organs, and enterprises. 


—Reporter: Will the policy of a yearly recruitment drive 
apply only for 1988 or for the following years as well? 


—HTRO: This may become a long-term policy. But first 
of all, we must examine and monitor the experience and 
the situation in different localities this year before we 
can reach an official conclusion on this matter. 


—Reporter: It is reported that a number of localities 
have organized training this year for 17-year olds. The 
training program lasts for as long as one week and 
training is relatively rigorous and costly. Is it necessary 
for this type of work to be encouraged? 
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—HTRO: This type of work, in fact, is only a way to 
increase the effects of popular military training. While 
general education schools have not yet carried out mili- 
tary training satisfactorily, it is necessary to provide 
training for youths in preparation for their military 
induction. Recently, youths reaching the age of 17 in 
Thai Binh were organized into units to undergo special 
military training reserved for militiamen. In Hanoi, such 
city wards as Kham Thien, O Cho Rua (of Dong Da 
Precinct), Cong Vi (of Ba Dinh Precinct), and Xuan 
Phuong (of Tu Liem District) have organized military 
training for 17-year-olds. Trarget practice with live 
ammunition showed two city wards rated good, one 
rated satisfactory, and another one still unrated. This is 
encouraging. It accurately reflects the tradition of popu- 
lar military training which has for years been well 
established among general middle schools in Hanoi. 


Paper Reviews Resettlement in Mekong Delta 
BK081324 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
29 Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] Nine provinces in the Mekong River Delta have 
successfully motivated more than 103,000 people, 
including 40,570 workers, to leave for new economic 
areas, thus overfulfilling the 1987 plan norms for work 
force and households leaving for new economic areas by 
40 and 49% respectively. So far, this is the highest 
number of compatriots in the Mekong River Delta 
provinces to leave for new economic areas. Motivation 
work has been accomplished largely by the local level. 


Various districts and villages have moved people from 
congested or heavily-populated areas to enclaves in an 
attempt to gradually fill uncultivated areas. Long An, 
Dong Thap, An Giang, and Hau Giang Provinces have 
sent more and more people to the Dong Thap Muoi area 
and floating rice-growing areas, thus making better use of 
their potential in terms of land resources and work force. 


Last year, the campaign for people in the Mekong River 
Delta to leave for new economic areas yielded substan- 
tial results and many good models. Hau Giang Province 
consolidated new economic areas built in previous years 
and adopted various population dispersion measures 
aimed at allocating land for people to engage in family- 
based economy, tree planting, and shrimp farming for 
export purposes. 


Learning a lesson from many years of efforts aimed at 
quantity, Thot Not District of Hau Giang Province 
prepared proper conditions for everyday activities and 
production and attracted a substantial number of people 
to new economic areas. Local organs, committees, sec- 
tors, and mass organizations contributed manpower and 
material resources to build schools, maternity homes, 
dispensaries, radio transmission stations, agricultural 
material storehouses, libraries, bridges, and sluices, thus 
creating favorable conditions for, and gaining the confi- 
dence of, people in new economic areas. 


FBIS-EAS-88-026 
9 February 1988 


Display, Sale of Computer, Accessories 
WA091551 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 28 Nov 87 p 3 


[Advertisement] 


Electronics Import/Export Company [subhead] 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


On show and sale from | to 4 December 1987 - IBM-PC, 
XT TURBO, AT TURBO MICROCOMPUTERS with 
all peri and accessories - TELEX CARDS - FAC- 
SIMI CARDS - Information on microcomputer 
equipment 

ial introduction of the M-32 Mini 386 - With 
16-MHz 80386 microprocessor - Memory; 2 Or 8 mega- 
on board 


Visit: 74-76 Nguyen Hue, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City 
Phone: 92964, 92622 
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